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Southern PreSident, Faculty Serve on adventiSt ordination coMMitteeS

Save the date 

School of Social Work Graduate Program 

accreditation celebration: March 14

Southern is excited to announce full accreditation, an 

entire year ahead of schedule, for its Master of Social 

Work program! Please join Rene Drumm and her team 

at a celebratory come-and-go reception in the Wright 

Hall lobby. Light refreshments will be served during the 

6:15-7:15 p.m. event, followed by an exciting presenta-

tion from journalist and human rights advocate Benja-

min Skinner in Thatcher Chapel.

   President Gordon Bietz and several professors from 
the School of Religion are serving on ordination com-
mittees tasked with developing a theory of ordination 
for the World Church.

   “Ordination in the Adventist Church enables people 
for service to the worldwide ministry of the Adventist 
family,” said Greg King, dean of the School of Religion. 
“That’s why it should be considered worldwide rather 
than in individual countries, unions, and conferences.”

   Part of the General Conference’s Theology of Ordina-
tion Study Committee membership is made up of two 
representatives from each division. President Bietz and 
Oakwood University President Leslie Pollard are repre-
senting the North American Division (NAD). Southern 
faculty also serving on the General Conference com-
mittee are King and School of Religion professors 
Steve Bauer and Michael Hasel.

   The committee will have four meetings and present 
its report to the 2014 Annual Council, a yearly meeting 
of World Church administrators. Following the council, 
the committee may recommend an action to the 2015 
General Conference Session. Until then, World Church 
leaders have asked unions to refrain from ordaining 
pastoral candidates without respect to gender.

          

     
      
  
  

   Bietz also serves as chairman of the NAD’s Theol-
ogy of Ordination Study Committee, in which School of 
Religion professor Edwin Reynolds is serving as well. 

   “Many great minds and excellent scholars are a part 
of the process,” Reynolds said, “but apart from the 
working of the Spirit of God, we have little to offer and 
little hope of unity.”

   The ordination committee has been asked to present 
findings to the NAD Executive Committee no later than 
November 2013. Findings will then be passed to the 
General Conference’s Theology of Ordination Study 
Committee along with 12 other division reports.

   “One of the impacts I hope the committee has for 
sure is to show we can dialogue about difficult topics 
in a gracious and Christ-like manner,” Bauer said. “If 
we can help facilitate some kind of unity over ordina-
tion, that would obviously be a good thing, too.”

by Ingrid Hernandez

Southern in the Media

“Wilderness Medicine institute of nolS to hold 
course at Southern adventist university”
Nooga.com, February 22 

“Southern Begins vegetarian culinary arts Program”
TheChattanoogan.com, February 26

“Sabbath Reflections, Southern Adventist University” 
The university sent this video to 1,285 churches in our 
union for Southern Sabbath (March 16). Please ask your 
local church to play it and take time to reflect on what 
the Sabbath means to you.

http://www.nooga.com/160180/wilderness-medicine-institute-of-nols-to-hold-course-at-southern-adventist-college/
http://www.nooga.com/160180/wilderness-medicine-institute-of-nols-to-hold-course-at-southern-adventist-college/
http://www.chattanoogan.com/2013/2/26/245324/Southern-Adventist-University-Begins.aspx
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l50SHYL_pNA&feature=youtu.be
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On February 11, the School of Social work received 
good news from the Council on Social Work Education 
of full accreditation for the MSW program. They are 
celebrating God’s goodness in being able to gain full 
accreditation in three years as opposed to the typical 
four-year process. Southern’s MSW graduates now 
have full access to social work licensure.

ProFeSSional develoPMent

Several Southern professors have recently written unit 
introductions for the new elementary science series By 
Design which is being put out by the North American 
Division. Each professor wrote one or more introduc-
tions to units in his/her area of expertise. These intro-
ductions will appear in the teacher’s edition and con-
nect the science content to our faith. Congratulations 
to aaron corbit, Phil Garver, chris hansen, ray hef-
ferlin, lucinda hill, valerie lee, Mitch Menzmer, rick 
norskov, and Keith Snyder on this accomplishment. 

ray hefferlin and physics major Jonathan Sackett co-
authored “Systematics and Prediction in Frank Con-
don Factors” with Jeremy Tatum (University of Victoria) 
in the book series Progress in Theoretical Chemistry 
and Physics. Frank Condon Factors tell how bright 
specific colors in flames appear.

On February 15, Modern Languages Department fac-
ulty claryce caviness, Pierre nzokizwa, adrienne 
royo, Gabriel Saintus, and Gwendolyn Smith
attended the annual Center for Excellence in Teaching 
& Learning Conference at Kennesaw State University, 
in Kennesaw, Georgia. 

On March 13-15, adrienne royo will be attending 
the Central States Conference for Teachers of Foreign 
Languages in Columbus, Ohio, to serve as an advisory 
board member. 

PerSonal neWS

Greg and Shirley rumsey are pleased to announce 
the arrival of a new granddaughter. Their daughter, 
Laura Poblete, and her husband welcomed  
Arianna Love on February 3 in Orlando, Florida. Baby 
and mom are home doing great.

Marketing and university relations

editor | raquel levy

We welcome your comments and news. 
Please contact us:   

news@southern.edu or 236.2689

hatS oFF!

“Kudos and many thanks to Sharon Robberson and 
Leslie Ann Schwarzer from Conference Services and 
Events. They planned and implemented with cultured 
finesse the dinner portion of our Long Term Care Ban-
quet on February 11. They are a marvelous resource 
for the campus, and I am so appreciative of their excel-
lent service. Thank you, Sharon. Thank you, Leslie.”  

                                                            – Verlyne Starr –

“As I celebrated another year of precious life this past 
month, I would like to thank my Southern family for 
continued prayers for my healing and strength, and 
support. I also would also like to thank those of you 
who came to visit me in the hospitals and at home. I 
have felt loved and appreciated here at Southern and 
your continued support helped give me motivation to 
be back working full time this semester. It has truly 
been a journey, but God is great.”

                                                     – Chamra Anthony – 

“Thanks to Kari Shultz for all her hard work and  
dedication caring for students and showing God’s love 
to them.”

                                                            – Isaac James – 

PraiSe For StudentS

“I would like to express my appreciation of how courte-
ous and friendly the vast majority of our students are.  I 
brought a large box into Hickman Science Center and 
four students offered to carry it or hold a door. Stu-
dents in my Astronomy class this past fall semester 
were also wonderful. Praise God!”

                                                           – Ray Hefferlin – 
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chanGinG FaceS
Southern welcomes the following employees:

tia Baum to Food Services

Sherry heming to Plant Services

Fond farewells to the following employees: 

Matthew Klug from Campus Safety

Joan Seitz from Plant Services

ruth Maclafferty from Village Market

Best wishes to the following employees in their
new positions: 

lori thompsom from Donor Recognition & Records 

Coordinator at Development to Office Manager at 

Advancement 

Susan Pennington from part-time to full-time Assis-

tant Dean at Thatcher Hall

the Grand event

Several schools and departments on campus participated in The 

Grand Event for Parents Weekend on February 17 at the Iles P.E. 

Center. The event, sponsored by the by the President’s Circle 

100, encouraged parents to acquaint themselves with faculty, 

staff, and the programs Southern offers. 

BirthdayS

March 1 dee dee Boyce, Landscape Services

March 2 ileana rivero, Village Market

  dennis Schreiner, Service Department

March 3  Brian Wilson, Village Market

March 4 richard long, Service Department 

March 6 nathan erickson, Plant Services

March 7 tim Meliti, Landscape Services

   Kathy Pires, Enrollment

March 8 Jason Mitchell, Accounting 

March 10 herman odens, Chemistry 

March 11 randi Buhl, Information Systems 

  Michael rumsey, Enrollment 

March 14 Bruce Schilling, Chemistry

  dennis Smith, Village Market

March 15 rene drumm, Social Work

March 16 dave allemand, Plant Services

March 17 nancy howards, Village Market 

  John Mccoy, Education and Psychology

March 18 cathy olson, Education and Psychology

  richard Schwarz, P.E., Health and Well.

  Sheila Smith, Student Success Center

March 19 herdy Moniyung, Information Systems

  Kristie Wilder, Social Work 

March 20 lisa hyder, Nursing

  Star Stevens, Religion

March 21 tricia lewis, Social Work

  Sandra Mccollough, Plant Services

March 22 andy nash, Journalism and Comm. 

March 23 trenton Schwarzer, Campus Safety

  dorothy turner, Purchasing Services

March 24 darlene Karst, Education and Psych.

March 25 Merritt Maclafferty, Information Systems

March 26  Melodie lopez, Graduate Studies

  tom Moores, Plant Services

March 29 christine Moniyung, Nursing

March 30 Patti anderson, Mathematics

  Marty hirschkorn, Plant Services

  Jane Mote, Information Systems

March 31 tisha looby, Thatcher

  ingrid Skantz, Marketing


