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Course Description
From a Biblical worldview, the candidates analyze curriculum and study its development, mapping,

and improvements at the elementary and secondary levels for classrooms and school systems. 
Topics include study of the philosophical, historical, psychological, and sociological
foundations of curriculum development.  The course also gives study to curricular issues. 

Purpose/Rationale
Reflective leaders are skilled educators whose practices and decisions draw upon the best available

theory, research, and experiential wisdom. Reflective decision making engages administrators
in cycles of thought and action based on theoretical, ethical, and professional knowledge.

This course prepares graduate students who exercise or aspire to educational leadership
responsibilities to plan, implement, and evaluate curricular programs. Through online lecture,
independent study, collaborative group work, and readings, the course will:

(1) examine basic concepts of curriculum planning, implementation, and evaluation from
a Biblical worldview;
(2) explore the historical, philosophical, and political underpinnings of curriculum;
(3) examine curriculum management and supervision of human and material resources;
(4) investigate current developments and trends in the curriculum; and
(5) provide opportunities for students to exchange ideas and information regarding the
curriculum process through meaningful and reflective dialogue.

Textbooks
1) Required
2) Recommended

Boyle, B. & Charles, M. (2016) Curriculum development: A guide for
educators. SAGE Publications. Chapters 1, 2, 7-10.
1 Curriculum Evolution
2 Developing a National Curriculum: Consultation
7 Balancing Raising Standards with a Well-designed & Broad Curriculum
8 Integrating Subjects and Themes
9 Curriculum Construction
10 Curriculum and Assessment

McTighe, J. & Willis, J. (2019). Upgrade your teaching: Understanding by design
meets neuroscience. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. Chapters 1-4

Chapter 1. How the Brain Learns Best
 Chapter 2. An Overview of Understanding by Design
 Chapter 3. Goals: The Drivers of Everything
 Chapter 4. Brain-Friendly Assessment Practices
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Sousa, D. A. & Tomlinson, C. A. (2018). Differentiation and the brain:
How neuroscience supports the learning friendly classroom.

Bloomington, IN.Solution Tree. Chapters 3-4
3 Curriculum and Differentiation
4 Classroom Assessment and Differentiation

Concept Map

NAD Leadership Standards
This course should focus on Purpose and Plan, Standards 1 and 2
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Course Topics
The major topics considered in this course are

Curriculum:
■   Foundations from a Biblical Worldview, including that of the NAD (North American

Division) of SDA (Seventh-day Adventist)
■   Current trends
■ Planning
■ Alignment
■ Evaluation

Course Goals, Objectives/Outcomes, and Assessment
Objectives/Outcomes Assessment

1. Review vocabulary, methods, and tasks inherent to
the process of curriculum development.

Participation in weekly online meeting (25
pts/ea)

2. Describe and explain current practices of
curriculum development within the Seventh-day
Adventist educational system.

Assignment 1: Autobiography
Assignment 2: Curriculum Development
essay on current practices in NAD and
SDA system.

3. Analyze various curriculum development models. Assignment 3: Summary and synthesis of
readings

4. Refine skills needed to become a reflective
professional in the design of curriculum.

Assignment 4: Peer Reviews, I & II

5. Design a usable curriculum. Assignment 5:  Final Curriculum Project

Methods of Instruction
We anticipate a collegial teaching/learning modality, in which the instructor functions primarily as
guide and facilitator. The instructional context seeks to attain the highest level of critical thinking
and scholarly synthesis possible. This course will utilize the following instructional methods,
among others:
● Presentation of core concepts and methodologies via textbook readings and class discussions
● Collegial discussion of curriculum, and issues, based on professional experiences, readings

undertaken, and personal beliefs
● Utilization of Web-based reference materials and resources

This course utilizes the Internet and a Moodle-based program that we call eclass. Students will
access the Web site at the following URL: www.eclass.e.southern.edu.
Each students will have a log-in name and password. Students will receive feedback from the
instructor via eclass or their Southern email account. Student discussion and interaction
regarding assignments will occur via eclass using the Discussion Board.
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Course Schedule, Reading, and Assignments
Week 1: Topic—Foundations of Curriculum June 1 - 4, 2021

a. Biblical Connection: Creation—
i. What can Curriculum Development teach us about God?

ii. Read & Reflect on Genesis 1
b. Read & Discuss: Boyles & Charles text, ch. 1 Curriculum Evolution OR

Journal articles
c. Online meeting: What do you know about curriculum development? What about

your colleagues? Administrators?
d. Apply: Choose area (subject, grade) on which to focus your project.

Week 2: Topic—Foundations of SDA Curriculum June 6 - 11, 2021
a. Biblical Connection: Creation—

i. What was God's Intended Curriculum in the Eden school?
ii. Read & Reflect on Genesis 2, Education - Chapters 1 & 2

b. Read & Discuss:: Weblinks on SDA curriculum— AND
Boyles & Charles text, ch. 2 Developing a National Curriculum: Consultation
OR Journal articles

c. Online meeting:  Adventist Core Curriculum
i. How does The Core of Adventist Education Curriculum relate to your

classroom and the subjects/grades/students you teach?
d. Apply: Address Discussion questions in the light of your chosen curriculum

project.

Week 3: Topic—Current Trends in Curriculum June 13 - 18, 2021
a. Biblical Connection: Fall—

i. How has humanity changed God's plan?
ii. Read & Reflect on Genesis 3

b. Read & Discuss:: Boyles & Charles text, ch. 7 Balancing Raising Standards with a
Well-designed & Broad Curriculum OR

Journal articles OR
McTighe, J. & Willis, J. Ch. 1. How the Brain Learns Best AND Chapter 2.

An Overview of Understanding by Design
c. Online meeting:  Q & A on project
d. Apply: Integrate learnings from this week into your curriculum project.

Week 4: Topic—Curriculum Processes June 20 - 25, 2021
a. Biblical Connection: Redemption—Where does Redemption come into play?

i. 1 Corinthians 3:11,
ii. Colossians 1:19,

iii. Education - Chapter 4
b. Read: Boyles & Charles text 8 Integrating Subjects and Themes OR

Journal articles OR
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McTighe, J. & Willis, J. Ch. 3. Goals: The Drivers of Everything OR
Sousa, D. A. & Tomlinson, C. A. Ch. 3 Curriculum and Differentiation

c. NO ONLINE MEETING
d. Apply:  Continue to develop your curriculum project.

Week 5: Topic—Curriculum Management June 27 - July 2, 2021
a. Biblical Connection: Restoration—How does your project align with God's plan?

i. Esther 4:14,
ii. Education Chapter 35

b. Read:   Boyles & Charles text Ch. 9 Curriculum Construction AND ch. 10
Curriculum and Assessment OR

journal articles OR
McTighe, J. & Willis, J. ch. 4. Brain-Friendly Assessment Practices OR

Sousa, D. A. & Tomlinson, C. A ch. 4 Classroom Assessment and
Differentiation

c. Discuss & Learn: the development of a program philosophy & rationale statement.
d. Apply: Continue to develop your curriculum project.

Week 6: Topic—Wrap-up July 4-9, 2021
a. Biblical Connection: Restoration—How can you more closely align it with God's

original plan?
i. 1 Corinthians 2:9

b. Read: Share your project with a colleague in this course. Review and reflect. Share
your reflection with the author.

c. Discuss & Learn: How to evaluate your curriculum project and that of others.
d. Analyze your work on this curricular project vs. that of other years.

i. How did this course impact it?

Formative
Assignment 1:  Autobiography
Assignment 2:  Analysis of NAD Curriculum Development essay
Assignment 3:  Textbook—Curriculum Development Discussions on readings

Required chapters:
Boyle, B. & Charles, M. (2016) Curriculum development: A guide for educators. SAGE

Publications. Chapters 1, 2, 7-10.
1 Curriculum Evolution

 2 Developing a National Curriculum: Consultation
7 Balancing Raising Standards with a Well-designed and Broad Curriculum
8 Integrating Subjects and Themes
9 Curriculum Construction
10 Curriculum and Assessment

OR
Journal articles: Choose from last 3-5 years, on these topics
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1. Curriculum Evolution
a. History of Curriculum
b. Curriculum Philosophy
c. International Perspectives

2. Developing a National Curriculum.
*textbook addresses UK. You may choose any district, or USA, or NAD

3. Balancing raising standards with broad, well-designed curriculum
4. Integrating subjects and themes (and grade levels)
5. Curriculum construction
6. Curriculum and assessment
OR

McTighe, J. & Willis, J. (2019). Upgrade your teaching: Understanding by design
meets neuroscience. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. Chapters 1-4

Chapter 1. How the Brain Learns Best
Chapter 2. An Overview of Understanding by Design
Chapter 3. Goals: The Drivers of Everything

 Chapter 4. Brain-Friendly Assessment Practices
 OR

 Sousa, D. A. & Tomlinson, C. A. (2018). Differentiation and the brain:
How neuroscience supports the learning friendly classroom. Bloomington,
IN.Solution Tree. Chapters 3-4

 Chapter 3 Curriculum and Differentiation
 Chapter 4 Classroom Assessment and Differentiation
Assignment 4:  Peer Reviews, I & II
Assignment 5:  Final Curriculum Project

Summative
Final Project

a. Apply the content and pedagogical knowledge acquired in this course to the creation of a
curricular topic of the candidate’s choice, in consultation with the professor.

b. The intention is for the student to create materials that they will be able to put to
practical use in their own classrooms.

c. Completion of the project indicates that the applicant can plan, focus, and effectively
research; use time wisely; and expend sustained effort.

d. It demonstrates the skills and competencies of research, and analytical thought expected
of a professional teacher-leader.

e. This project encompasses a plan for the Biblical foundation of the course, assessment,
standards, knowledge, and skills objectives,

f. Next summer: "how" of teaching, Instructional Design will follow this teaching "what".

Evaluation and Assignments
e. Formative: Assignments & Participation 50%
f. Final Project (in lieu of Final Exam) 50%
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Grading Scale
A 93-100% B- 80-82% D+ 68-69%

A- 90-92% C+ 78-79% D 63-67%

B+ 88-89% C 73-77% D- 60-63%

B 83-87% C- 70-72% F 59% and below

Activity Due Dates

Assignment 1:   Autobiography Sunday, 6/6/21 75

Assignment 2: Curriculum Development essay on
current practices in NAD and SDA system.

Friday, 6/11/21, 5 p.m. 75

Assignment 3a:   Readings Discussion online Each Tuesday, 4 p.m. 125

Assignment 3b: Participation-online meetings
or summary/application reflection on recording

June 3 (25 pts/ea)
June 8
June 15
June 29
July 6

125

Assignment 4:  Peer Review I & II Friday, 6/25/21, 5 p.m.
Friday, 7/02/21, 5 p.m.

50
50

Assignment 5: Final Curriculum Project Friday, 7/9/21, 5 pm 500

Course Policies
Academic Honesty

Academic honesty, one of our most important values, enables us to function as a university. The
spirit of honest inquiry requires that students and faculty members properly cite the
sources used in studies and writing. Trusting each other as we learn from each other
through presentations, written work, and visual communication in order to keep the
teaching/learning enterprise functioning well.

Academic honesty is even more critical at a university that offers a Christian education. Respect for
others' work means that we will give them proper credit for their thoughts and
expressions whenever used as a resource for our own projects and communications.

Study the catalog and course syllabi to ensure an understanding of the meaning and application of
academic honesty.
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g. Disability Statement
In keeping with University policy, any student with a disability who needs academic
accommodations should contact Disability Support Services at 236-2574 or Lynn Wood
Hall, room 137 to arrange a confidential appointment with the Disability Services
Coordinator (DSC) before or during the first week of classes.  (Students who request
accommodations after the third week of the semester might not complete the process in
time to receive accommodations for that semester.) Legally, we can not provide
retroactive accommodations. For more details, visit the Disability Support Services
website at www.southern.edu/disabilitysupport .
Disability Support Services can recommend available accommodations for disabilities,
providing confidential letters with  approved accommodations. Students should review
and discuss with their professors particular course requirements.   

Students taking online courses off-campus may contact DSS through email at dss@southern.edu.

Bibliography
References
Boyle, B. & Charles, M. (2016) Curriculum development: A guide for educators. SAGE

Publications. Chapters 1, 2, 7-10.
McTighe, J. & Willis, J. (2019). Upgrade your teaching: Understanding by design meets

neuroscience. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. Chapters 1-4
Sousa, D. A. & Tomlinson, C. A. (2018). Differentiation and the brain: How neuroscience supports

the learning friendly classroom. Bloomington, IN.Solution Tree. Chapters 3-4

Journals
American School Board Journal (NSBA)
Bulletin (NASSP)
Educational Leadership (ASCD) Key journal for curriculum specialists.
Phi Delta Kappan (PDK)
Principal (NAESP)
The School Administrator (AASA)

Autobiography (Assignment 1 Checklist)
1. Introduce yourself to me and your colleagues.

a. Use standard conventions of writing. (required) i.e. grammar, punctuation
b. Comment on two or more colleagues’ autobiographies.

2. What is your area of expertise?
3. What subjects/grades do you currently teach?
4. How long have you been teaching?
5. What encouraged you to become a teacher?
6. What do you enjoy most about teaching?
7. What are some challenges you face in the area of curriculum?
8. What takeaways are you hoping to glean from this course?
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Essay Writing Rubric (Assignment 2)

Undeveloped
(5 pts)

Developing
(10 pts)

Expectation Met
(15 pts)

Pts

Unity
No clear thesis
statement given.
Random information
does not support the
main idea.

Thesis statement
lacks a signal term
and/or a preview.
Some sentences do
not closely relate to
the topic sentence.

Has a clear thesis
statement.
Everything in each
paragraph supports
the topic sentence.

Support Generalized examples
do not support the
main idea. Does not
paint a clear, detailed
picture.

Main ideas
supported with
some generalities.
More vivid details
needed.

Supported main
ideas with specific
one-time evidence.
Gives vivid and
descriptive details.

Organization Hard to follow writing
because it lacks
transitions.
Unclear reasoning for
the organization of
ideas.

Ideas grouped
together, but misses
some transitions.
The essay feels a
little choppy or
disorganized.

Logical order for
sentences and
paragraphs.
Transitions clear.
Essay flows
smoothly.

Style Frequent simple
sentences make the
paragraph a little
choppy.
The lack of sentence
fluency distracts the
reader.

Little sentence
variety, but has
clear writing.
Some inaccurate
word choices and
sentence fluency
problems.

A variety of
sentence structures
with precise and
appropriate word
choices.
Written in Standard
American English.

Mechanics The frequent spelling,
grammar, and/or
punctuation mistakes
interfere with the
reader’s understanding
of the paragraph.

Some spelling,
grammar or
punctuation errors,
but ideas are
understandable
ideas. This clearly
would benefit from
careful editing.

Only minor
spelling, grammar
or punctuation
mistakes, evidence
that the author did
everything possible
to write an
error-free paper.

Comments:
Total Points
Earned

/75

revised, 5/25/2021                                                                                                          page 11 of 15



EDIL 547 Curriculum Development

Weekly Online Discussions (Assignment 3)
Students will actively participate in online discussion forums centered in the subject matter for a
given week.  Participation points will be awarded as follows:

1 Points 3 Point 5 Points

Initial post submitted by due date No X Yes

Journal article(s) chosen relates to  topic More than one
unrelated

All but one All

Number of responses and on time Missing 1+ Missing one All

Usage/Mechanics/Grammar 1+ error One error Perfect

Annotation of article or textbook read Superficial OR
missing an

element

Thoughtful,
missing one

element

Thoughtful
and

complete

FINAL CURRICULUM PROJECT Explanation(Assignment 4 & 5)
STEP 1: CREATE A BIBLICAL FOUNDATION COURSE CONCEPT MAP

“Begin process with the end in mind” through specific reflection on these questions:
“What Biblical concept overarches my course?”
“How is this concept a truth about God?”
“What Biblical examples (BEs) of this can I share in this course?”

Use these questions to develop the Biblical Foundation Course Concept Map. The map streamlines
the teacher’s thinking, highlighting the Biblical concept identified for the course.
Write a defining sentence that ties the Biblical course concept to the course content.
Identify Biblical Examples (BEs) that naturally relate to the defining sentence.
Connect the BEs to declarative knowledge (DKs) and procedural knowledge (PKs). Along with
individual assessments, use these to measure the student’s grasp of the content.
The Biblical Foundation Course Concept Map gives a visual representation of all the essential
elements of this design model, becoming an important part of the course.

STEP 2: WRITE THE LEARNING OUTCOMES
Learning Outcomes (LOs) describe what students can demonstrate in terms of knowledge and
procedures upon completion of course. The LOs intentionally show progression of learning process
and move toward higher-order thinking levels. Record LOs so students can understand
expectations.. Write one LO in student friendly language for each of the DKs and PKs.

• Focus on student learning and state the LOs in clear, measurable, and observable terms.
Choose action verbs from the revised Bloom’s Taxonomy such as perform, identify,
describe, explain, and demonstrate. Avoid vague, difficult-to-measure words (understand,
know, and become familiar with)

• Idea: begin with the sentence stem, “I can . . .
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STEP 3: PLAN FOR FEEDBACK and ASSESSMENT
The FP (Feedback Plan) should
1: outline how students give feedback to the teacher
2: how the teacher will give feedback to the students
3: outline how students should use the feedback to improve their work
Without a Feedback Plan, most students see assignments as busy work. The absence of prompt,
useful feedback reduces interest in learning. Provide prompt feedback, discuss incorrect responses.

In Part 1 of the FP, share the strategies used to collect feedback from students. Teachers often
overlook getting feedback from students; but a quick strategy, the minute paper, can gather helpful
and important student feedback. Ask students to write in class for one minute and answer a question
similar to: “Identify the most important thing you learned during this class?” “What important
question remains unanswered?” Or, “Give an example that relates to the topic of the day.”

In Part 2, the plan should also list the time-frame for returning graded papers with feedback AND
the time-frame for responding back to student questions. Provide students feedback within 24-48
hours to intentionally “close the assessment loop” for most assignments.
In Part 3, feedback allows students to use the input to improve learning in subsequent class
activities and assignments.
(Students should expect regular assignments graded and returned within two days and
projects/reports within one week.)

STEP 4:  ASSESSMENT PLAN (AP)
Frequent assessment throughout the quarter/semester/year is important; identify both formative
(ongoing, low-stakes) and summative (final) assessments in the Assessment Plan (AP).
The AP describes in detail the criteria for grading each assignment. Provide a rubric for each major
assignment/project. Identify how and when you will give quizzes or tests. Label all assignments as
either formative or summative assessments. Not all assessments are assignments.   Class
discussions or other in-class activities can informally assess student learning.

STEP 6: CHECK FOR ALIGNMENT
To complete the Biblical Foundation Course Design Model,

1. check the alignment path for alignment of LOs, and the AP
2. check for an assignment, an activity, and an AP for every LO

a. Are some LOs addressed more frequently than others?
b. Is this appropriate?

3. align every LO to a DK or PK
4. assess every DK and PK

Revisit critical LOs often throughout the semester; meanwhile, others will require less emphasis.
Identify the natural connection to Biblical concepts and Biblical examples to each DK and PK.
Align the natural connection of the Biblical examples to each DK and PK.
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Curriculum project alignment
Biblical
Concept

Standards Assessments Learning
Outcomes

Declarative
Knowledge

Procedural
Knowledge

BIBLICAL COURSE DESIGN MODEL Created by Gettys, C. & Plemons, E. for Center for
Teaching Excellence & Biblical Foundations for Faith & Learning. Used by permission.

Peer Review Directions and Rubric:
I. Review 1:

Please carefully review the Course Syllabus handout the first time without making any
markings on it to familiarize yourself with the syllabus pieces.

Then, do the following:
1. Put a star next to the Biblical Foundation Course Concept Map (BFCCM).

In your opinion, do you find the BFCCM easy to read?
Or, do the lines cross over each other, making it difficult to follow?

2. Number each Learning Outcome (LO).
3. Match each Learning Outcome to the corresponding Declarative Knowledge (DK)

and Procedural Knowledge (PK) shape on the BFCCM, by placing the number of
the LO next to the corresponding DK or PK on the BFCCM(Biblical Foundations
Curriculum Concept Map).
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III. PEER Review 2 and Final Rubric
Undeveloped Developing Expectation met

Biblical Concept

Biblical concept
ineffective
practices AND/
OR no Biblical
examples.

Sound, credible
Biblical concept only
in specific locations
OR Biblical
examples

Biblical concept evidenced
throughout program. AND
Biblical examples. 20 pts.

Standards Does not address
the standards.

Thoroughly covers
some standards AND
meets the intention of
the standards.

Thoroughly meets standards
and the intention of the
standards.  15 pts

Learning
Outcomes (LO)

Has none of the
items in the last
column

Has 2 of the 3 items
listed in the last
column

Student-centered. Active
verbs-Bloom's.  Measurable.
15pts

Declarative
Knowledge (DK)

Does not address
what student will
know

Addresses what
students know OR
uses active verbs, not
Blooms

Addresses what students will
know. Uses active verbs
from Bloom's   10 pts

Procedural
Knowledge (PK)

Does not address
what student can
do with knowledge

Addresses what
students can do OR
uses active verbs.

Addresses what students can
do with knowledge. Uses
active (Bloom’s) verbs  10
pts

Assessment
(Application)

Has 2 of 5
SMART
components

Specific, Measurable,
Attainable, Relevant,
OR Time-based.

Specific, Measurable,
Attainable, Relevant, AND
Time-based. 20 pts

Alignment
Has none of the
items listed in the
last column.

Has 5 of the 7 items
listed in the last
column.

Biblical concept, Biblical
examples, Standards,
Assessment,  LO, DK, AND
PK align.

Professional

Errors distract-
grammar, design,
mechanical, OR
late

Errors made but do
not distract from
meaning.

Design facilitates use with
appealing features,
navigation ease, AND no
errors.  10 pts
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