
 
 
    Course Syllabus for Summer 2020 

Course Syllabus for Summer 2021 
Who will help you? 
 

Professor 
Gus Martin, Ph.D. 
Email: gusmartin@southern.edu 
 
Phone: 623.297.3121 (call/text between 9 am and 5 pm EST only, please) 
 
Office: 423.236.2083 
 
Office Hours:  

Monday 9 am – 5 pm 
Tuesday 9 am – 5 pm 

Wednesday 9 am – 5 pm 
Thursday 9 am – 5 pm 

Friday 9 am – 12 pm 
Students, should you need help outside regularly scheduled office 

hours please contact me for an appointment. 

 

Other Helpers 
 
eClass Help Desk: Help with eClass or Turnitin.  
 Email  eclasshelp@southern.edu or call 423-236-2086 
Information Technology Workstation Support: Desktop Computer Support.  
 Go to IT Workstation Support Desk in Wright Hall, or call 423-236-2712 
McKee Research & Writing Center: Help with writing or research assignments for any class.   
 Call to make an appointment. McKee Library: 423-236-2788  

What we will study? 
 

Course Description 
 This course focuses on the study and analysis of best practices in the integration of technology at the 
early childhood level. Philosophical perspectives in the use of technology, age appropriate implementation of 
technology, and current technological trends related to Early Childhood Care Center is discussed. This course 
also seeks to provide the educator with an array of professional competencies so as to optimally leverage 
technology for instructional ends. 
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Textbook   
 

 
                              Donohue, C. (Ed.). (2019). Exploring Key Issues in Early Childhood and Technology: 

Evolving Perspectives and Innovative Approaches. Routledge.          

 

 

Biblical Foundation of the Course  
Transforming individual’s behaviors and customs in the use of technology for the purpose of imparting 

knowledge following God’s good and perfect will.  
 

 

Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of this course, students will: 

1. Purposefully select and apply age-appropriate technological resources to help young students understand 
God’s purpose in their lives. 

2. Create an action plan that addresses relevant uses of technological devices at the Early Childhood Center 
level.   

3. Synthesize a plan for the use of technology in the classroom based upon needs, budget, personnel, and 
impact.   

4. Apply learning theories to evaluate quality technology experiences.   
5. Make informed decisions about social and ethical issues involving technology. 
6. Evaluate, select, and effectively utilize technological resources for teaching and learning.    
7. Develop strategies and commitment to explore new and emerging educational technologies.  

 



 
Instructional Strategies/Methodologies  

The course will employ the instructional methodologies using live video-conference meetings, pre-
recorded video lectures, reading assignments, group discussions, and submission if web-based activities.  
   
Technology Use 

You are expected to actively participate in learning experiences through various technology media and 
prepare quality work. Basic competencies in word processing, web browsing, and email are required to 
successfully complete the assignments of the course.  

 
 
Policies - How to make the most of this class  

 
Additional information on important policies and procedures, such as, but not limited to, disabilities and 
accommodations, academic honesty, and student authentication, can be found in the link provided at the end of 
this paragraph. The document also provides valuable information regarding instructional 
strategies/methodologies and how to access eClass, technology support, learning methods, resources available 
in eClass, etc. To access the document, click here. Be aware that you will be accountable for the provided 
information. 
 
 
Writing Center 

The Writing Center provides online writing support for graduate and undergraduate students enrolled in 
online courses. Writing tutors meet with students synchronously online using the appointment scheduler's built-
in online consultation module. To schedule a free 45-minute appointment, 
visit https://southern.mywconline.com or call 423.236.2014. Visit www.southern.edu/writingcenter for hours 
and additional information.   
 
Absences and Make-Up Work 
 Participation and on-time submission of weekly assignments is required for this course. In special 
circumstances that might hinder student participation or on-time submission of assigned work, special 
arrangements must be made in advance with the professor.    
 
Course Evaluation 

Near the end of the semester, you will need to evaluate this course. Southern Adventist University 
requires all students enrolled in courses, on campus or online, to complete a course evaluation providing honest 
feedback that can be used to improve the quality of the academic program. 

You may access this evaluation at http://myaccess.southern.edu. Log in using your SAU e-mail name 
and password, and then select Course Evaluation. All comments and evaluations are completely anonymous and 
the results of these course evaluations are made available to professors only after grades are submitted to the 
records office. 

Disclaimer  
 As professor, I reserve the right to modify, supplement, and make changes to the course syllabus as 
needs arise. Students will be notified in writing and face-to-face, in class, if/when any changes are made. 
 
Feedback 

As professor, I welcome any feedback you might have during the semester to help you better learn the 
concepts needed for this course. Any comments or suggestions can be shared with me by phone, video 
conference during office hours, or email. To facilitate communication, all class members are encouraged and 

How we will study? 

Policies – How to make the most of this class 



expected to regularly check their Southern email account and class announcement link on the eClass course. All 
eClass announcements posted to the class will be considered public class announcements. When communicating 
with the professor via email, students can typically expect a response within 24 hours (except between Friday 
sundown to Saturday sundown). Submitted class work will be graded within the seven (7) days of submission. 

Assessment Plan 
For this course, students will earn points for participating in discussion boards and completing course 

assignments. Discussion board assignments are worth up to 5 points each. Live session participation 5 points 
each. Module assessments are worth 20 points each. Successful on-time submission of assignments are worth 
20 points each, and final project presentation at the end of the semester is worth 80 points. The maximum 
number of allowed points for the semester is 470. 

 
On-time submissions are considered to be no later than 11:59 pm of the due date assigned for each assignment. 
Late work will be penalized with 10% of the earned grade. 
 
The grading scale that is used for this course is: 
 

  
   

 

 

 

 

 

Assignments 
A detailed description of each assignment can be found on each module in the eClass portal. A full list 

of all assignments is located in the resource folder.   
 

Rubrics 
Copies of rubrics for each assignment and discussions can be found on the resource folder of the eClass 

portal. 

 
 

 
 

Grading Scale 
The following Grading Scale will be used: 
A 93-100% (307-330 points) C 73-77% (241-258 points) 
A- 90-92% (297-306 points) C- 70-72% (231-240 points) 
B+ 88-89% (290-296 points) D+ 68-69% (224-232 points) 
B 83-87% (274-289 points) D 63-67% (208-223 points) 
B- 80-82% (264-273 points) D- 60-63% (198-207 points) 
C+ 78-79% (257-263 points) F 59% & below (below 197 

points) 



 
 
 

 Dates Topic Reading Assignments Activity Points 
Week 1 6/1-6/6 

 
The Big Picture Chapter 1: Media and Marriage 

– “From this day forward, for 
better and for worse” 

 

Live Zoom Session  
Discussion 

Assignment 1 
Quiz 

5 
5 
20 
10 

Week 2 6/7-6/13 
 

Theory of tech 
Implementation 

Chapter 2: Five things that 
haven’t changed (much) 

Live Zoom Session  
Discussion 

Assignment 2 
Quiz 

5 
5 
20 
10 

Week 3 6/14-6/20 
 

Issues in Early 
Childhood and 

Technology  

Chapter 3: Fred Rogers – The 
media mentor we need to 
navigate the digital age 

Live Zoom Session  
Discussion 

Assignment 3 
Quiz 

5 
5 
20 
10 

Week 4 6/21-6/27 
 

The role of 
technology in the 

ECC   

Chapter 4: Smartphones and 
tablets and kids – Oh my, oh my 

Live Zoom Session  
Discussion 

Assignment 4 
Quiz 

5 
5 
20 
10 

Week 5 6/28-7/4 
 

Infrastructure for the 
modern classroom 

Chapter 5: When the technology 
disappears 

Live Zoom Session  
Discussion 

Assignment 5 
Quiz 

5 
5 
20 
10 

Week 6 7/5-7/11 
 

Apps and software 
for effective learning 

Chapter 8: Child-centered design 
– Integrating children’s rights 
and ethics into the heart of the 

design process 

Live Zoom Session  
Discussion 

Assignment 6 
Quiz 

5 
5 
20 
10 

Week 7 7/12-7/18 
 

Bringing it all 
together 

Chapter 11: Personalized 
education and technology – How 
can we find an optimal balance? 

Live Zoom Session  
Discussion 

Final Presentation 

5 
5 
80 

 
 

Tentative Course Schedule/Calendar 


