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SYLLABUS - EDCI 538T-A ONLINE 
SECONDARY READING AND WRITING IN CONTENT AREAS (3 CREDIT HOURS) 

 

Summer 2022: 

Location: 

Instructor: 

Phone: 

Office Hours: 

Email: 

 

May 31 – July 22, 2022 

Online  

Debra Maxwell, MSEd 

352.575.0343 

As needed by Appointment, ET (I’m flexible.) 

debramaxwell@southern.edu  

Zoom Mtg. Rm: https://southern.zoom.us/j/249678436 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES AND ADDITIONAL SYLLABUS INFORMATION 

Additional information on important policies and procedures, such as, but not limited to, disabilities 
and accommodations, academic honesty, and student authentication, can be found in the link provided 
at the end of this paragraph. The document also provides valuable information regarding instructional 
strategies/methodologies and how to access eClass, technology support, learning methods, resources 
available in eClass, etc. To access the document, click here. Be aware that you will be accountable for 
the provided information.   

INSTRUCTOR ADD-ON TO ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY RELEVANT TO THIS COURSE 

Before beginning any written assignment or forum assignment, thoroughly read the marking guides on pages  
8-10 in this syllabus.  Marking guides are also posted in eClass.   

REQUIRED TEXT 

Fisher, D. & Frey, N. (2020). Improving adolescent literacy: Content area strategies at work (5th ed.). Pearson. 

Order your book through the Southern Campus Shop via 
https://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/vbm/vb_home.php?FVCUSNO=2838&url=southernadventistu.htm 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Seventh-day Adventist Church recognizes teaching as a ministry and, therefore, an essential element in 
spreading the Gospel to the entire world. By fostering a growing relationship with Jesus Christ, our Creator and 
Redeemer, Seventh-day Adventist teachers have the privilege of leading and encouraging students on their 
journey toward wholeness. The online teacher certification courses are designed for professionals who teach in 
Seventh-day Adventist schools. The focus is to advance scholarship and innovative teaching and learning 
practices to meet the needs of today’s diverse learners. The courses will provide opportunities for collegiality, 
discussion of important issues, and collaboration while utilizing the best available technology to promote 
excellence in teaching and learning. 

 

mailto:debramaxwell@southern.edu
https://southern.zoom.us/j/249678436
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pEBbTrF5UsoJypdixdaMwEKfer37SA3ExlJQYinpJPk/edit
https://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/vbm/vb_home.php?FVCUSNO=2838&url=southernadventistu.htm
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538 BIBLICAL FOUNDATION OF THE COURSE 

Christ stated that, “ye shall know them by their fruits” (Matthew 7:16, KJV).  It’s not always about what we 
know.  It’s also sometimes about what we do.  Knowing something might not always influence our actions, but 
understanding can enable us to apply what we know so that we can act accordingly, particularly in new 
contexts.  For instance, experiencing a life trial helps us develop an understanding (out of necessity) of how to 
apply our spiritual knowledge to make it through a difficult time and rely upon God rather than ourselves.  Thus, 
we must mature beyond “knowing things” as our singular goal.  We must learn to apply what we know toward 
enduring understanding that can sustain us with the ability to think through difficult times while praying and 
submitting to God’s leading:  “Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore, get wisdom:  and with all thy getting get 
understanding” (Proverbs 4:7, KJV).  As teachers, we ask students to “do” a lot of things, but we should also 
consider the merit of what we ask students to do.  Have we thought it through?  Is what we’re asking students 
to do taking them someplace meaningful?  If we ask students to do an exercise in the textbook, to do 
homework, or to do a reading assignment, will our instruction then show them how to apply what they know 
from the exercise, the homework, or the reading assignment to new understanding?  In each week of the 
course, we will base our work upon Bible texts and readings from Ellen White so that we see how God calls us to 
lead students to understanding. 

538 COURSE DESCRIPTION  

This course examines research-based teaching methods, study strategies, and technology applications that promote 
effective instruction. The student will develop understanding of foundational literacy theories and models and disciplinary 
literacy skills and strategies necessary in middle and secondary school classrooms. Emphasis will be placed on research-
based methods that enhance students’ content area achievement through reading fluency, vocabulary building, and 
comprehension. In addition, strategies and assessments for instructing diverse learners will be included. Completion of a 
research project in the area of secondary literacy will be required. MAT candidates must first take EDUC 505. 

538 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES  

The student will: 

• understand the impact of literacy (and new literacies) upon students’ content area learning needs 

• articulate what content area literacy instruction means in his or her own classroom 

• recognize the characteristics of good readers and support students’ development of these qualities 

• plan content area reading instruction using before, during, and after reading strategies  

• discern the difference between knowing and understanding and plan instruction that helps students 
apply what they know to achieve new understanding 

• plan instruction that facilitates students’ content area vocabulary development to support reading 
comprehension 

• integrate writing to learn strategies that help students construct meaning before, during, and after 
reading 

• consider ways of integrating research and study skills into instruction 

• increase their understanding of why it is important to show students how to study text 

• plan assessment for and of learning 

ATTENDANCE AND EXCUSED ABSENCES 

Please review Southern’s Absence and Attendance Policy in the University Catalog-Academic Policies Section. 
These policies are in both the Undergraduate and the Graduate Catalog.  



Page 3 of 10 

 

Attendance and Excused Absences. Your participation in this class is vitally important to the learning process.  
Access your course several times weekly.  Actively participate in all required activities, assignments, and 
assessments.  Complete all reading assignments.  Credit will be given based on the quality and consistency of 
each student’s work.  Carefully read the course schedule in this syllabus.  Course assignments are to be 
submitted electronically to the course site, unless specifically indicated otherwise.  All assignments are due on or 
before the dates specified in the course schedule.  It is your responsibility to plan ahead and deliver a 
professional product in a timely manner.  Other arrangements must be made with the course instructor in 
advance.  If you do experience atypical circumstances that impede your progress, please contact the instructor 
immediately.  It is expected that you will back up your work somewhere in addition to your computer – lost 
work will not be an acceptable reason for granting assignment extensions. 

In an online class, attendance looks different than it does in a face-to-face course.  For the most part, other than 
on Sabbath, you should enter eClass daily, especially given that this course is an intensive.  Please note that the 
professor checks eClass activity logs to ensure that students are actively engaging with the course materials.  If 
you are inactive or miss an assignment, you will be contacted.  If an assignment has not been submitted by the 
due date, a grade of zero is entered in the gradebook.  If you wish to submit that assignment, please contact the 
professor to find out if you may and what procedures should be followed unless that information is provided in 
the gradebook comment accompanying your grade of 0.   

Class meetings.  At 1:00 p.m., ET on Tuesday in week 2, we will have a class orientation meeting via Zoom.  The 
purpose of this meeting is general Q&A.  The Zoom meeting link is https://zoom.us/j/249678436   

Reporting an Illness. Personal/family emergencies do sometimes occur, and in such an event, please contact 
the instructor as soon as possible.  Documentation may be requested.    

Extra Credit Work. No extra credit work will be granted. 

COMMUNICATION 

Keeping in Touch. To facilitate communication between the professor and learners, all class members are 
encouraged and expected to regularly check their southern.edu email account and the “Announcements” 
forum in the course header within your eClass course.  All eClass announcements posted to the class will be 
considered public class announcements. 

Southern Email. To facilitate communication between the professor and every co-learner, all class members are 
encouraged and expected to regularly check their southern.edu email account. Students should email 
questions or comments to the professor.  The student can expect to receive an electronic reply to questions or 
comments within 24-48 hours, except on the weekend.  An important reminder:  when you need to send an 
email, the email subject should reflect the purpose of that email.  Additionally, as your professor may teach 
more than one course simultaneously, be sure to also include the course prefix and number in every email 
subject line.  For instance, if you have a problem while taking the week 2 reading quiz, your email subject could 
say something like "EDCI 538 Week 2 Reading Quiz."  You are responsible for knowing the content of course-
related emails, and you should respond to emails from your instructor. 

Submission Times and Late Work Caution.  Course assignments are to be submitted electronically to the course 
site, unless specifically indicated otherwise.  Late work is not permitted unless you receive prior approval from 
the instructor.  With instructor approval to submit late work, a 10% assignment grade reduction penalty may still 
apply.  It is your responsibility to plan ahead and deliver a professional product in a timely manner. If, however, 
you are experiencing an unusual circumstance that is impeding your progress, please contact your professor 
immediately regarding the situation.  The course schedule in this syllabus clearly indicates due dates and times 
for all assignments. 

https://zoom.us/j/249678436
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To pass the course, you must earn a minimum overall of a C average in the course. Across the entire program, 
the minimum grade of C is permitted in no more than two courses. 

GRADES AND FEEDBACK TO STUDENTS 

Feedback on graded assignments will be provided within the eClass gradebook, where you can see feedback 
files, graded rubrics with comments, and comments on specific assignments.  Assignments are graded within 48-
72 hours unless otherwise noted by your professor within the syllabus, through an announcement, or via email.  
If you would like additional feedback from your professor, please contact him or her via email or schedule a 
phone call or video conference during office hours as posted in the syllabus. 

There are two places in eClass pertaining to grades.  One place is the “Grades” link found in the navigation 
drawer on the very left side of the page.  This section contains the overview of the grades you have received so 
far in the course.  The list of items and the points received for each item is provided here. 

The other location is called the Moodlerooms Grader, which can be found by clicking on the course gear icon 
located near the top right side of the course page.  This section contains a detailed look at each assignment and 
forum item in the grade book.  You can view the grading rubric as it was returned to you, along with any 
comments made in the rubric by the professor.  You can also dialog with the professor about your grade.  A list 
of all the posts you made in a graded discussion is also available in this location. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

You will complete the following kinds of assignments during the course.  Due dates appear in the course 
schedule in this syllabus.  Detailed assignment descriptors are located in eClass.  Marking guides for forums 
and written assignments are located in eClass, as well as at the end of this syllabus.  All grades will be 
delivered via eClass grade book. 
 
Videos and Related Assignments 
The first video is located in the week 2 forum, where you will asynchronously view and discuss the video. 
 
Through video, you will have opportunities to see classroom instruction that models the teaching strategies we 
will be studying in weeks 3, 4, and 5.  With these videos, you will be asked to complete video viewing guides.   
 
Another video is located in week 7, where you will write a reflective paper after viewing the video.   
 
Reading Quizzes  
The first quiz you need to take is called Syllabus Quiz.  You may refer to the syllabus as you complete the 
quiz.  This quiz is not timed, and you may take it as many times as necessary to earn a passing grade of 
100%.  However, this quiz is set to require you to keep taking it until you earn 100%.   
 
Reading quizzes will cover all weekly assigned reading, and they are not open book.  All reading quizzes will open 
on the first day of class, so working ahead is optional.  Each reading quiz will close at 11:55 p.m. ET on Sunday of 
the corresponding week.  Quiz time limits vary somewhat.  When you click on a specific quiz page, you can see 
the time limit for that quiz before you actually begin working.  You may retake any quiz three times before the 
quiz closes on the official due date for that quiz.  Your highest score at the time the quiz officially closes will be 
saved in the grade book.  Quizzes won’t be reopened after they officially close. 
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Forums    
In weeks 2 - 7, you will participate in graded asynchronous forums in eClass.  Forums will focus on the weekly 
spiritual emphasis and assigned reading.  Forums in weeks 4, 5, and 6 ask you to write and share lesson plans.  
 
Written Assignments  (Submit all written assignments as MS Word Documents, not PDFs.) 
You will complete three application papers that ask you to do two things: 

• Apply your understanding of weekly course content to write lessons that you can use in your classroom. 
• Reflect upon weekly learning and the essential questions. 

You will write one reflective paper after viewing a video about effective assessment practices.   

 

GRADE SYMBOLS FOR THIS COURSE 

Grade Percentage GPA Points 

A 90% - 100% 4.00 

B 80% - 89% 3.00 

C 70% - 79% 2.00 

F 0% - 69% 0.00 

 

COURSE GRADING WEIGHTED CATEGORIES 

Assignment Category Final Grade Percentage Weight 

Syllabus Quiz and Reading Quizzes 15 

Video Viewing Guides 
 

15 

Post eClass profile picture for 10 pt. forum grade 

Discussion Forums – some forums ask you to write 
and share lessons 

35 

Application and Reflective Papers 35 

TOTAL 100 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 

All due times are Eastern time.  Video viewing guides are always due at 12:00 P.M. (Noon) on the given due 
dates.  All other assignments are due at 11:55 P.M. on the given due dates. 

Week Assignments Due 

 
Week 1 

May 31 - June 5 

Orientation week.  No assignments due. 

 
Week 2 

June 6 - 12 
 

 
Read chapters 1 and 2 in the textbook and any applicable article links posted in eClass. 
6/06/2022:     Read the Wk. 2 OBJECTIVES page in eClass. 
6/07/2022:     Live class meeting at 1:00 p.m., ET https://zoom.us/j/249678436 
6/07/2022:     Post eClass profile picture for 10 pt. forum grade                          
6/07/2022:     Wk. 2 first forum post 
6/09/2022:     Wk. 2 respond to classmates’ forum posts 
6/12/2022:     Wk. 2 written assignment 
6/12/2022:     Wk. 2 reading quiz 
6/12/2022:     Wk. 1 syllabus quiz 
 

 
Week 3 

June 13 - 19 
 

 
Read chapters 4 and 5 in the textbook and any applicable article links posted in eClass. 
6/13/2022:     Read the Wk. 3 OBJECTIVES page in eClass. 
6/14/2022:     Wk. 3 first forum post 
6/16/2022:     Wk. 3 respond to classmates’ forum posts 
6/17/2022:     Wk. 3 video viewing guide due at 12:00 P.M. (Noon) 
6/19/2022:     Wk. 3 reading quiz 
6/19/2022:     Wk. 3 written assignment 
 

 
Week 4 

June 20 - 26 
 

 
Read chapters 6 and 7 in the textbook and any applicable article links posted in eClass. 
6/20/2022:     Read the Wk. 4 OBJECTIVES page in eClass. 
6/21/2022:     Wk. 4 first forum post 
6/23/2022:     Wk. 4 respond to classmates’ forum posts 
6/24/2022:     Wk. 4 video viewing guide due at 12:00 P.M. (Noon) 
6/26/2022:     Wk. 4 reading quiz 
6/26/2022:     Wk. 4 written assignment 
6/26/2022:     Wk. 4 post your lesson in the Wk. 4 lesson sharing forum 
 

 
Week 5 

June 27 - July 3 
 

 
Read chapter 3 in the textbook and any applicable article links posted in eClass. 
6/27/2022:     Read the Wk. 5 OBJECTIVES page in eClass. 
6/29/2022:     Respond to classmates in the Wk. 4 lesson sharing forum by 12:00 P.M.  
6/30/2022:     Wk. 5 first forum post 
7/01/2022:     Wk. 5 video viewing guide due at 12:00 p.m., (Noon) 
7/03/2022:     Wk. 5 respond to classmates’ Wk. 5 forum posts 
7/03/2022:     Wk. 5 reading quiz 
 

https://zoom.us/j/249678436
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Week 6 

July 4 - 10 
 

 
Read chapters 8 and 9 in the textbook. 
7/04/2022:     Read the Wk. 6 OBJECTIVES page in eClass. 
7/05/2022:     Wk. 6 first post in the taking notes forum 
7/07/2022:     Wk. 6 respond to classmates in the taking notes forum 
7/07/2022:     Wk. 6 first post in the writing to learn forum 
7/10/2022:     Wk. 6 respond to classmates in the writing to learn forum 
7/10/2022:     Wk. 6 reading quiz 
 

 
Week 7 

July 11 - 17 
 

 
Read chapter 10 in the textbook and any applicable article links posted in eClass. 
7/11/2022:     Read the Wk. 7 OBJECTIVES page in eClass 
7/12/2022:     Wk. 7 first forum post 
7/14/2022:     Wk. 7 respond to classmates’ forum posts 
7/17/2022:     Wk. 7 reading quiz 
7/19/2022:     Wk. 7 reflective paper 
 

Disclaimers. This course syllabus/course schedule is subject to change at short notice. The instructor will 
endeavor to keep the changes minimal and communicate changes within the course site on eClass, but change 
may be necessary during the semester. Kindly be alert to announcements (either via eClass or via email) that 
may modify the syllabus or schedule. The subject material is often of such nature that there are many good 
approaches or answers. Therefore, although the instructor is educated and experienced, he/she does not know 
everything, nor does he/she have the answer to every question that may be asked. In addition, there will be 
subjects and issues on which he/she may have a biased viewpoint. However, the instructor will make every 
effort to indicate bias, and learners are free to agree or disagree. 

Note:  Because the Summer sessions are condensed into a shorter period of time than the fall and winter 
semesters, the last day to drop a summer teacher certification course and receive a 100% refund is June 3, 
2022. 

UNIVERSITY STANDARD FOR WRITING 

Southern has specific expectations for written work from graduate level scholars. Although you will turn in your 
papers and other written assignments electronically, the correct mechanics of proper punctuation, sentence 
structure, and paragraph organization is expected.  

You will be required to format your work according to American Psychological Association (APA) style. If you are 
not familiar with that style, we have provided a helpful link https://owl.english.purdue.edu/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/
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EDCI 538 FORUM MARKING GUIDE 

Criteria Points Standards 

First Post  0 - 45 

 
Addresses all parts of the prompt.  Reflects original insight.  Promotes 
discussion about practical application of concepts from the assigned reading.  
Formal citations are not required, but acknowledge that you are reflecting upon 
ideas from the assigned reading once.  (It isn’t necessary to reflect upon the 
assigned reading more than once.)  Posts by the due date.  Professional and 
respectful.  Logical flow of thought.  If this is a lesson sharing forum, it is evident 
that the lesson will promote student learning.   
 

 

Responses 
to 

Classmates 

 

0 - 45 

Reflects original insight.  Responds to a minimum of two classmates.  Posts by 
the due date.  Professional and respectful.  Logical flow of thought.  Promotes 
rich discussions about best practices.  Enhances classmates' professional growth 
through observations about their posts.  Enhances classmates’ initial ideas.  If 
this is a lesson sharing forum, responses promote professional growth rather 
than critique.   

Quality of 
Written 

Presentation 
0 - 10 

 

Minimal or no errors in sentence structure, grammar, mechanics, usage. 

 

TOTAL 0 - 100 A = 90 – 100            B = 80 – 89            C = 70 – 79            F = 0 – 69   

 

When you write lesson plans in designated forums, you will be able to select teaching strategies from 
the course text or from provided ancillary resources to use in your lesson plans.  Use APA formatting to 
cite sources of your selected teaching strategies.  However, teaching strategy implementation and/or 
procedures in the lesson plans you write must be your own words.  A lesson that is paraphrased or 
directly copied from a website or from the course text may receive a score of zero and may be 
considered academic dishonesty to be addressed according to university policy. 

The purpose of forums is to encourage collegial collaboration and help each other learn.  Discussion 
forum etiquette will reflect professionalism and respect in all contexts.    

For discussion post grading purposes, your discussion responses to classmates and your instructor will 
also be included in your discussion post grades each week. 

Late work is not permitted unless you receive prior approval from the instructor.  With instructor 
approval to submit late work, a 10% assignment grade reduction penalty could apply. 
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EDCI 538 APPLICATION PAPER MARKING GUIDE 

Criteria Points Standards 

Completeness 
and  

Structure 
0 - 20 

 
The paper addresses all parts of the assignment with a unified, orderly, 
coherent, and complete flow of thought.   
 

Content 
Application  

0 - 20 

 
The writer insightfully interprets course content to develop his or her own 
lesson. When answering specific assigned questions, the writer shares his or her 
insights instead of summarizing the assigned reading. 
 

Citation 
Support  

0 - 25 

 
The writer’s own ideas are supported with a minimum of one citation from 
weekly assigned readings.  Citations should support (not exceed or replace) your 
own ideas.   
   

Potential to 
Develop a 
Successful 

Content 
Literacy 
Lesson 

0 - 20 

 
 
The lesson rationale/analysis is relevant.  It is entirely apparent how the 
document will support the final lesson design and implementation.  The paper is 
innovative and has potential for advancing student achievement. 
 
 

Quality of 
Written 

Presentation 
0 - 15 

 
Flowing and varied sentence style.  Minimal or no errors in sentence structure, 
grammar, mechanics, usage.  Correct APA format.  The writer used (and did not 
alter) the assignment template.  
 

TOTAL 0 - 100 A = 90 – 100            B = 80 – 89            C = 70 – 79            F = 0 – 69   

When you write lesson plans in application papers, you will be able to select teaching strategies from the course text or 
from provided ancillary resources to use in your lesson plans.  Use APA formatting to cite sources of your selected teaching 
strategies.  However, teaching strategy implementation and/or procedures in the lesson plans you write must be your own 
words.  A lesson that is paraphrased or directly copied from a website or from the course text may receive a score of zero 
and may be considered academic dishonesty to be addressed according to university policy. 

Use the designated weekly application paper template.  Please follow the assignment template in the order in which it is 
written without rearranging, omitting, or enhancing the template.   

If you need writing assistance, access the SAU writing center at https://southern.mywconline.com/  Late work is not 
permitted unless you receive prior approval from the instructor.  With instructor approval to submit late work, a 10% 
assignment grade reduction may still apply. 

When you cite course readings or course video, follow APA guidelines.  Format your paper with 1- inch standard margins.  
Use a 12 point double spaced Times New Roman or Calibri font.  Align text left—do not select the option to justify the paper 
body.   Give your finished application paper this file name: 

Last Name_First Name_Week # Application 
Example:  Smith_Sally_Week 4 Application 

https://southern.mywconline.com/
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EDCI 538 REFLECTIVE PAPER MARKING GUIDE 

Criteria Points Standards 

Completeness 
and  

Structure 
0 - 30 

 
The paper addresses all parts of the assignment with a unified, orderly, 
coherent, and complete flow of thought.   
 

Content 
Application  

0 - 30 

 
The writer insightfully interprets course content to develop his or her own 
observations. 
 

Use of 
Examples 

0 - 30 

 
The writer’s own ideas are consistently supported with references to the 
videos.  Strike a balance.  Examples should support (not exceed or replace) your 
own ideas.  Formal APA citations are not required. 
 

Quality of 
Written 

Presentation 
0 - 10 

 
Flowing and varied sentence style without errors in errors in sentence 
structure, grammar, mechanics, usage. 
 

TOTAL 0 - 100 A = 90 – 100            B = 80 – 89            C = 70 – 79            F = 0 – 69   

Use the assignment template that is provided.  Please follow the assignment template in the order in which it 

is written without rearranging, omitting, or enhancing the template.     

If you need writing assistance, access the SAU writing center at https://southern.mywconline.com/  

Late work is not permitted unless you receive prior approval from the instructor.  With instructor approval to 
submit late work, a 10% assignment grade reduction may still apply. 

Use the assignment template that is provided.   

Give your finished reflective paper this file name: 

Last Name_First Name_Week 7 Reflective 

Example:                                                     

Smith_Sally_Week 7 Reflective 

 
 

https://southern.mywconline.com/

