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I.

I,

THE HISTORY OF RELIGION IS THE HISTORY OF MAN'S ATTEMPT TO

APPROACHES TO0 THEOLOGY

DISCOVER 6oD, _ 1.

ﬁ.

EI

IN GENERAL, MAN ATTEMPTS TO FIND SOME BASIS WITHIN THE WORLD
AROUND HIM BY WHICH HE MAY COME TO A KNOWLEDGE OF 6ob, ON THE

BASIS OF THE MATURAL OUTWORKINGS OF THE FORCES OF NATURE, OF 2,
INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS, OF PSYCHOLOGICAL FACTORS AND OF

RATIONAL PROCESSES OF THE MIND,

GOD WHICH 1S IN HARMONY WITH THESE VARIOUS PROCESSES AND WITH

MAN POSTULATES A CONCEPT OF

THE STRUCTURE OF REALITY AS HE SEES IT.

MANY SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEM OF THE EXISTENCE AND ATTRIBUTES
OF GOD HAVE ARISEN OUT OF MAN'S ATTEMPT TO USE THAT WHICH 1S
AVAILABLE TO HIS NATURAL EXPERIENCE AND RATIONAL PROCESSES AS
A BASIS FOR POSTULATING A GOD: POLYTHEISM, DUALISM,
AGNOSTICISHM, DEISM, THEISM.

PANTHEISM,

ATHEISM,

EACH OF THESE CONCEPTS REGARDING THE EXISTENCE AND ATTRIBUTES
oF GOD REPRESENTS AN ATTEMPT TO COME TO KNOWLEDGE ABOUT GoD

ON THE BASIS OF WHAT IS AVAILABLE TO MAN WITHIN THE WORLD, AND
EACH IS A POSSIBILITY AND FOLLOWS LOGICALLY FROM THE
EXPERIENCED WORLD OR FROM RATIONAL PROCESSES. UNFORTUNATELY
IN HIS SEARCH FOR GOD, MAN HAS IN EFFECT ATTEMPTED TO BUILD

HIS OWN GoD., THIS IS IDOLATRY,

CHRISTIAN THOUGHT TO THE REFORMATION,

A‘

IN GE“ERAL, THEOLOGY USED METAPHYSICS--A PHILOSOPHICAL CONCEPT
OF REALITY--AS ITS STARTING POINT,

B. Oricen.

ORIGEN WAS STRONGLY INFLUENCED BY HIS TIME, ESPECIALLY BY
THE ALLEGORICAL METHOD OF INTERPRETATION OF PHILO AND BY
NEOPLATONISM,

ORIGEN'S CONCEPT OF SCRIPTURE PARALLELED THE SECULAR CONCEPT
OF THE NATURE OF LITERATURE, NAMELY THAT THERE ARE TWO
BASIC LEVELS OF MEANING--THE LITERAL AND THE SPIRITUAL.

ORIGEN USED PRINCIPLES FOR THE INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPTURE
WHICH HARMONIZED WITH HIS CONCEPTS OF THE NATURE OF
SCRIPTURE.

A. THE ALLEGORICAL METHOD WAS SUITED FOR SIFTING OUT THE
LITERAL AND SPIRITUAL MEANING.

B. ORIGEN STATED RULES FOR DETERMINING WHEN SCRIPTURE 1S
NOT TO BE INTERPRETED LITERALLY.

(1) WHEN A LITERAL MEANING WOULD NOT OTHERWISE BE IN

HARMONY WITH OTHER PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE,

(2) WHEN A LITERAL MEANING WOULD BE OUT OF HARMONY

WITH THAT WHICH 1S WORTHY OF GoOD.

(3) WHEN A LITERAL MEANING WOULD MAKE AN INTERPRETATION
IMPOSSIBLE (BASED UPON THE CONTEMPORARY THINKING

OF THE AGE).




C.
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ORIGEN INTENDED TO REMAIN WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF SCRIPTURE,
BUT THE ACCEPTANCE OF AN EXTERMAL METHOD--THE ALLEGORICAL
METHOD OF INTERPRETATION--ALLOWED HIM TO IMPOSE
CONTEMPORARY PHILOSOPHICAL THINKING UPON THE WORDS OF
ScriPTURE, THUS ORIGEN'S CONCEPT OF REALITY DICTATED

TO THE TEXT RATHER THAN THE TEXT TO HIS CONCEPT OF
REALITY.

A BASIC CHANGE IN ORIENTATION TO THE SCRIPTURES TOOK PLACE IN

THE ELEVENTH CENTURY., UP TO THIS TIME THEOLOGIANS INTENDED
TO ALLOW SCRIPTURE TO BE AUTHORITATIVE. WITH THE REINTRODUCTION
OF ARISTOTLE BEGINNING IN THE ELEVENTH CENTURY, THE AUTHORITY

OF SCRIPTURE WAS EITHER MODIFIED OR REPLACED BY PHILOSOPHICAL

SYSTEMS OF THOUGHT.

D, AnSELM,

1,

RE!SON PUTS MAN IN TOUCH WITH THE WHOLE ORDER OF BEING AND
HAS ITS OWN PRINCIPLES OF OPERATION.

THE ONTOLOGICAL ARGUMENT FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD AROSE OUT
OF A DEFINITION OF GoD: GOD IS A BEING THAN WHICH NOTHING
GREATER CAN BE CONCEIVED, ALL MEN HAVE AS AN OBJECT OF

- THOUGHT THE IDEA OF SOMETHING THAN WHICH NOTHING GREATER

CAN BE CONCEIVED. THE QUESTION 1S WHETHER THE OBJECT
WHICH EXISTS AS A CONCEPT IN MAN'S MIND ALSO EXISTS IN
REALITY. To DENY EXISTENCE TO THIS OBJECT WOULD BE A
CONTRADICTION OF TERMS FOR IF SUCH AN OBJECT DOES NOT
EXIST, THEN WE CAN THINK OF ANOTHER BEING WHICH 1S GREATER
BY REASON OF EXISTENCE THAN THE BEIN6 OF WHICH NOTHING
GREATER CAN EXIST. OSUCH A CONCLUSION WOULD BE
CONTRADICTORY AND ABSURD, THEREFORE THE OBJECT THAN WHICH
NOTHING GREATER CAN BE CONCEIVED MUST EXIST IN REALITY.

ANSELM'S ARGUMENT WAS FORMED WITHIN A THOUGHT-WORLD WHICH
ASSUMED A NECESSARY RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THOUGHT PROCESSES
AND REALITY. WHAT IS CONCEIVABLE OF NECESSITY EXISTS IN
REALITY AND IN Gob.




E. Thomas Aquimas.

ll

REVELATION Is GIVEN A PRIMARY ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF

THEOLOGY,

A.

REVELATION IS A GIFT COMMUNICATED TO THE PROPHETS AND
COMES TO US THROUGH SCRIPTURE,

REVELATION BRINGS SPIRITUAL TRUTHS WHICH WOULD NOT
OTHERWISE BE AVAILABLE BY THE EXERCISE OF HUMAN REASON.

REVELATION PROVIDES THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF
THEOLOGY WHICH ARE NOT SUBJECT TO DEBATE NOR CAPABLE OF
RATIONAL DEMONSTRATION. THE FUNDAMENTAL PROPOSITIONS
OF SCRIPTURE ARE THE STARTING POINT OR PRESUPPOSITIONS
OF THEOLOGICAL THINKING,

AQUINAS REJECTED EVEN THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION ON
THE BASIS OF SCRIPTURAL TESTIMONY.

REASON PROVIDED THE STRUCTURING PRINCIPLES FOR THE
ORGANIZATION OF THE FUNDAMENTAL PROPOSITIONS GIVEN BY

SCRIPTURE.

A,

AQUINAS ACCEPTED THE EPISTEMOLOGY OF ARISTOTLE THAT
KNOWLEDGE IS BASED UPON WHAT THE SENSES PERCEIVE.
THE SENSES PROVIDE DATA WHICH WHEN INTERPRETED BY
REASON YIELDS KNOWLEDGE,

B.

6

AQUINAS FURTHERMORE WENT BEYOND ARISTOTLE BY INDICATING
THAT FAITH IS ALSO A ROAD TO TRUTH. THUS BOTH REASON
AND FAITH PROVIDED MEANS OF OBTAINING KNOWLEDGE OF Gop
AND THE UNIVERSE. '

SINCE MAN AND THE NATURAL WORLD HAVE THEIR SOURCE IN
THE CREATION OF GOD, THEY ARE IN HARMONY WITH ONE
ANOTHER. HuMAN REASON OPERATING WITHIN THE NATURAL
WORLD IS ESSENTIALLY INDEPENDENT OF REVELATION. IT 1s
AN ADEQUATE AND SELF-SUFFICIENT INSTRUMENT AND OPERATES
UPON ITS OWN LAWS IN OBTAINING TRUTH WITHIN THE WORLD
OF MAN’S NATURAL EXPERIENCE AS WELL AS WITHIN LIMITED
ASPECTS OF THE SPIRITUAL REALM,

RELATION BETWEEN REVELATION AND REASON,

BoTH REVELATION AND REASON BRING KNOWLEDGE TO MANKIND,
REVELATION Is GIVEN, WHEREAS REASON BRINGS KNOWLEDGE
BY MEANS OF INTERPRETATION OF THE DATA OF THE SENSES,

REVELATION DOES NOT COME FROM REASON BUT IS GIVEN IN
ACCORDANCE WITH REASON. IT DOES NOT ALTER MAN'S
NATURAL REASON EXCEPT BY BRINGING WHAT REASON CONTAINS
TO FULLER PERFECTION,




L.

c.

DI

E.

THE FACT THAT REVELATION BRINGS SOMETHING NEW INTO THE
SPHERE OF REASON DOES NOT MEAN THAT THERE 1S A
CONTRADICTION BETWEEN REASON AND REVELATION. REVELATION
DOES NOT IMPLY ANY CORRECTION OF THE STRUCTURE WHICH
CHARACTERIZES THE WORK OF REASON. THE NEW KNOWLEDGE
WHICH IS GIVEN IN REVELATION IS AN EXTENSION OF THE
KNOWLEDGE GAINED THROUGH REASON.

SINCE ALL TRUTH COMES FROM ONE SOURCE, THERE IS ORDER

-AND HARMONY WITHIN ALL KNOWLEDGE. THuUs ALTHOUGH

REVELATION AND REASON DEAL WITH DIFFERENT (ALTHOUGH

NOT UNRELATED) REALMS OF TRUTH AND ALTHOUGH THERE ARE
LIMITS TO THE HUMAN MIND, THERE IS NONETHELESS ONLY

ONE TRUTH. - GOD IS THE ORIGIN OF BOTH NATURE AND
REVELATION; THEREFORE, REASON AND FAITH HAVE THEIR
SOURCE IN GOD AND CANNOT BE IN CONFLICT WITH EACH OTHER.

Gop HAS GIVEN BOTH THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THOUGHT IN

THE NATURAL WORLD AND THE ARTICLES OF FAITH IN THE
REVEALED WORLD. IF THERE WERE ANY CONFLICT BETWEEN FAITH
AND REASON, IT WOULD MEAN THAT GOD WAS ACTING FALSELY BY
INTENDING TO DECEIVE MAN. THus 11 1S PRESUPPOSED THAT

Gop AS THE CREATOR WILL OPERATE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE

NATURAL WORLD AS INTERPRETED BY REASON. THUS HOW GOD WILL

ACT 1S ULTIMATELY DETERMINED BY THE CONCEPTION OF THE

NATURAL WORLD. FAITH DOES NOT NEGATE WHAT IS BROUGHT

ABOUT BY REASON BUT ACTUALLY PRESUPPOSES THE RATIONAL
STRUCTURE.,

8

AQUINAS IS SAYING THAT TRUTH IS TRUTH WHEREVER 1T MAY BE
FOUND. GOD IS THE AUTHOR OF TRUTH WHETHER IT IS IN
REVELATION OR IN THE NATURAL WORLD. THERE CAN BE NO
CONTRADICTION BETWEEN THEM.

THE TASK OF THEOLOGY IS TO BRING FAITH AND REASON INTO
DYNAMIC INTERRELATIONSHIP.

A!

THE PURPOSE OF THEOLOGY IS TO DETERMINE AND EXPRESS
THROUGH THE USE OF REASON ILLUMINATED BY FAITH THE MEANING
AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SUPERNATURAL KNOWLEDGE OF GOD
GIVEN IN SCRIPTURE IN ORDER TO RECONSTRUCT IN A RATIONAL
AND HUMAN WAY THE TRUTH WHICH GOD HAS BEEN PLEASED TO

GIVE IN SCRIPTURE.

REVELATION AS COMMUMICATED IN SCRIPTURE EXPRESSES THE
CONTENT OF FAITH AND 1S THEREFORE THE STARTING POINT FOR
AND PRESUPPOSITION OF THE WORK OF THE THEOLOGIAN,

REASON PROVIDES THE BASIC PHILOSOPHICAL STRUCTURE WITHIN
WHICH THE TRUTHS OF REVELATION ARE ORGANIZED.

THE CONTENT OF SCRIPTURE IS NORMATIVE IN THAT IT PROVIDES
THE BASIC MATERIALS TO BE INTERPRETED AND SETS THE LIMITS
TO THE PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEM, REASON. WHICH IS5 INDEPENDENT
OF REVELATION SINCE 1T OPERATES UPON ITS OWN PRINCIPLES,
1S USED TO ESTABLISH THE STRUCTURE WITHIN WHICH THE
CONTENT OF REVELATION IS EXPRESSED, [T IS REASON WHICH
GIVES UNITY TO THE SYSTEM OF IDEAS.



F.

9

E. [N EFFECT THEN, THE ROLE OF REASON IN THEOLOGY IS BOTH
DOMINANT AND DETERMINATIVE, THE NEW WHICH IS GIVEN IN
REVELATION IS COORDINATED WITH KNOWLEDGE OBTAINED BY
REASON AND IT 1S INTERPRETED IN TERMS OF THAT SAME
KNOWLEDGE. REVELATION DOES NOT ABROGATE THE EXISTING
THOUGHT CATEGORIES, RATHER IT BRINGS TO CONCLUSION THE
EXISTING LINES OF THOUGHT BY ALLOWING REASON TO PROVIDE
THE STRUCTURE FOR THEOLOGY., THE MESSAGE OF SCRIPTURE

1S NOT ONLY SHAPED BY THE PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEM OF THOUGHT

BUT IN ACTUALITY ITS CONTENT IS ALSO CHANGED.

5. THE NET EFFECT OF USING REASON AS THE CONTEXT IN WHICH TO
STRUCTURE AND INTERPRET REVELATION TRANSFORMED THE THEOLOGY
OF AQUINAS INTO A PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEM RATHER THAN BIBLICAL
THEOLOGY .

THEORETICAL ARGUMENTS FOR THE EXISTENCE OF 50D.
1. THE ARGUMENT FROM CAUSE TO EFFECT.

2. THE ARGUMENT FROM DESIGN,
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SummaRY: THE CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY WHICH DEVELOPED AFTER THE
APOSTOLIC PERIOD WAS TO A LARGE EXTENT A DIRECT EXTENSION AND
PROLONGATION OF THE ANCIENT PHILOSOPHY OF GREECE WHEREBY A
RATIONAL PROCESS WAS USED TO ESTABLISH A FRAME OF REFERENCE IN
WHICH THE WORLD WAS SEEN TO BE INTELLIGIBLE. THE CONVICTION
WAS SHARED BY ALL SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT THAT THERE EXISTED A
SINGLE REASON AND INTELLIGIBLE EXPLANATION OF THE UNIVERSE ON
THE NATURAL LEVEL AND A SINGLE ANALYSIS OF MAN AND HIS POWERS
THAT COULD BE DISCOVERED, ELABORATED AND TAUGHT AND THAT IT

'WAS VALID FOR ALL MEN AND FINAL WITHIN ITS OWN SPHERE. THIS

REQUIRED THE ASSUMPTION THAT THERE IS A NATURAL CONTINUITY
FROM THE NATURAL WORLD TO THE SUPERNATURAL AND THAT MAN IS
CAPABLE OF PERCEIVING CORRECTLY THE REAL WORLD.



1. Tue REFORHATION PERIOD,

AI

WiLL1aM oF OcCKHAM.

1‘

MAN DOES NOT ACQUIRE KNOWLEDGE BY PURELY RATIONAL PROCESSES.
THE ONLY KNOWLEDGE WHICH 1S AVAILABLE TO MAN 1S THAT WHICH
COMES BY DIRECT EXPERIENCE.

NEITHER UNIVERSAL CONCEPTS OF REALITY NOR KNOWLEDGE OF GOD
ARE AVAILABLE TO MAN THROUGH DIRECT EXPERIENCE.

SINCE GOD CANNOT BE KNOWN BY DIRECT EXPERIENCE, IT FOLLOWS
THAT GOD CANNOT BE KNOWN BY ANY MEANS IN WHICH MAN NATURALLY
ACQUIRES KNOWLEDGE.

OCKHAM CONCLUDED THAT NEITHER THE CHARACTERISTICS NOR THE
EXISTENCE OF GOD COULD BE CONCLUSIVELY DEMONSTRATED
RATIONALLY,

OCKHAM INSISTED THAT THE ACCEPTANCE OF GOD'S EXISTENCE AND
ACQUAINTANCE WITH HIS ATTRIBUTES MUST REST UPON SCRIPTURE.
By REGARDING REVELATION AS A GIVEN, OCkHAM OPENED THE DOOR
TO THE ACCEPTANCE OF SCRIPTURE ALONE, APPEALING SOLELY TO
THE LITERAL WORD OF SCRIPTURE AS THE NORM BY WHICH DOCTRINE
COULD BE ACKNOWLEDGED AS UNIVERSAL AND NECESSARY FOR
SALVATION,

Iv.

B.

C‘

THE

THE REFORMATION,

1.

THE PRINCIPLE OF SOLA SCRIPTURA, THE BIBLE ALONE, MEANT NOT
ONLY THE PRIORITY OF SCRIPTURE OVER THE CHURCH AND
TRADITION, BUT ALSO PRIORITY OVER ALL METHODS OF OBTAINING
KNOWLEDGE, THUS THE REFORMATION REJECTED ANY APPROACH
WHICH STARTED WITHIN A CONCEPT OF REALITY OR WITHIN A
SYSTEM OF REASON OR PHILOSOPHY.

THE PRINCIPLE OF SOLA SCRIPTURA MEANT THAT METHOD FOR THE

STUDY OF SCRIPTURE MUST ARISE OUT OF SCRIPTURE ITSELF,

THE soLA SCRIPTURA CONCEPT DID NOT DENY THAT GoD couLp
SPEAK THROUGH OTHER CHANNELS.

A PERIOD CALLED “PROTESTANT ORTHODOXY” IN WHICH A RATIONAL
SYSTEM OF THEOLOGY WAS DEVELOPED IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWED THE
REFORMAT ION.

CONTEMPORARY THEOLOGICAL SCENE.

IMMANUEL KANT REVOLUTIONIZED MAN’S CONCEPT OF THE THOUGHT
PROCESSES THEMSELVES AND THEREBY PROVIDED THE CONTEXT FOR

CONTEMPORARY THEOLOGY.

1

HE DENIED THAT THE MIND OF MAN IS A TABULA RASA, AN EMPTY
VESSEL, WHICH SIMPLY RECEIVES IMPRESSIONS FROM THE EXTERIOR
WORLD.

HE INSISTED THAT THE MIND OF MAN ITSELF DETERMINES
THE CHARACTER OF KNOWLEDGE.
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KANT QUESTIONED THE POSSIBILITY OF THEORETICAL ARGUMENTS
FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD, STATING THAT OBJECTS OR THINGS IN
THEMSELVES CAMNOT BE KNOWN EXCEPT IN RELATION TO THE

EXPERIENCE OF THE KNOWING SUBJECT.

KANT MADE A NEW APPEAL FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD WHICH RESTED
NOT ON SPECULATIVE THOUGHT BUT GN.PRACTICAL REASON IN RELATION
TO RESPONSIBLE HUMAN ACTION.

Al

c.

HE ARGUED THAT MAN IS STRUCTURED A PRIORI IN SUCH A WAY B.
AS TO LIVE UNDER CERTAIN MORAL IMPERATIVES, '

MAN IS ALSO SO STRUCTURED AS TO HAVE AN INSATIABLE
DESIRE FOR HAPPINESS., FURTHERMORE MAN FINDS HIMSELF
DRIVEN TOWARD THE SUPREME G0OD--THE IDEAL UNION OF MORAL

PERFECTION AND COMPLETE HAPPINESS.,

THE DRIVE TOWARD THE SUPREME GOOD IS A PRIORI WITHIN
MAN HIMSELF RATHER THAN SOMETHING DERIVED FROM EXPERIENCE.

THE SUPREME GOOD (WHICH IS A PRIORI WITHIN MAN HIMSELF)
CANNOT BE FULFILLED IN THIS LIFE, THEREFORE THERE MUST
BE A LIFE BEYOND IN WHICH MAN CAN FULFILL THE MORAL

REQUIREMENTS OF HIS BEING.

FURTHERHORE, LIVING A MORAL LIFE THROUGHOUT ETERNITY
WOULD NOT NECESSARILY BRING ABOUT HAPPINESS, THEREFORE
KANT POSTULATED A GOD WHO IS CAPABLE OF BRINGING ABOUT
SUCH AN ORDER OF THINGS WITHIN ETERNITY. ONLY THUS
ARGUED KhHT, COULD THE A PRIORI WITHIN MAN FIND

FULFILLMENT,

14

4, KANT STATED THAT THE STATUS OF THIS ARGUMENT IS NOT
OBJECTIVE VALID PROOF BUT SIMPLY JUSTIFICATION FOR THE
CONCEPT OF A PERFECT AND INFINITE GobD.

5. KANT TURNED FROM SCRIPTURE TO THE MORAL LAW WRITTEN IN THE

HEART AS THE BASIS FOR HIS THEOLOGY. THIS MEANT THAT
SCRIPTURE WAS INTERPRETED MORALLY. THE MOVEMENT WAS FROM
MORALS TO THEOLOGY RATHER THAN FROM THEOLOGY TO MORALS.

FRIEDRICH SCHLEIERMACHER, THE FATHER OF "CONTEMPORARY THEOLOGY, "
ILLUSTRATES THE KIND OF THEOLOGY THAT HAS BEEN DONE SINCE KANT.
THE BASIC TURN TO THE HUMAN SUBJECT PRESENTED A WAY OF DOING

THEOLOGY WHICH IS DOMINANT IN BOTH PROTESTANT AND CATHOLIC

THEOLOGY .

1. As wiTH KANT, SCHLEIERMACHER STATED THAT RELIGION IS NOT
But HE ALSO
DISAGREED WITH KANT'S IDEA THAT IT IS FOUND IN THE MORAL
LIFE. BY CONTRAST, SCHLEIERMACHER STATED THAT MENTAL LIFE
1S COMPOSED OF PERCEPTION, FEELING AND ACTIVITY, PERCEPTION
AND ACTIVITY DEAL WITH KNOWLEDGE AND MORAL LIFE WHEREAS

FOUND IN METAPHYSICS NOR IN SOME SACRED BOOK.

FEELING ISSUES IN RELIGIOUS LIFE,

A. RELIGION FOR SCHLEIERMACHER WAS GROUNDED IN THE STRUCTURE
OF HUMAN EXISTENCE.
SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS WHICH WAS NEITHER SCIENTIFIC NOR
MORAL, BUT CENTERED IN FEELING.

IT WAS THE CREATION OF THE A PRIORI
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B, CONSCIOUSNESS OF RELIGIOUS TRUTH WAS IMMEDIATE D.

SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS.

¢. RELIGIOUS TRUTH WAS BASICALLY A FEELING THAT OUR BEING
AND LIVING 1S A BEING AND LIVING IN AND THROUGH GoD.
IT WAS A FEELING OR CONSCIOUSNESS OF OURSELVES AS BEING
ABSOLUTELY DEPENDENT,

D. By PLACING THE BASIS OF RELIGION WITHIN FEELING,
SCHLEIERMACHER BROKE DOWN THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE
NATURAL AND THE SUPERNATURAL. THE IMMANENCE OF GOD IN
MAN AND THE WORLD BECAME THE BASIS FOR THEOLOGY. E.

2, THE THEOLOGY OF SCHLEIERMACHER BECAME A DESCRIPTION OF THE
CONTENT OF CONVERSION., CHRISTIAN DOCTRINES ARE FORMULATIONS
IN LANGUAGE OR OBJECTIFICATIONS OF THE PRIOR CHRISTIAN
" FEELING, CONSCIOUSNESS OF TRUTH IS THE OBJECTIFICATION OF
SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS, AND DOCTRINE WAS DEFINED RELATIVE TO
SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS RATHER THAN TO SCRIPTURE.

A. THE GIVEN WAS A PRIORI EXPERIENCE RATHER THAN SCRIPTURE,

B. REVELATION DID NOT STAND AT THE CENTER OF SCHLEIERMACHER'S
THEOLOGY FOR REVELATION WAS NOT CONSIDERED TO COMMUNICATE
KNOWLEDGE; RATHER IT GAVE THE ABILITY FOR THE RISE OF A
NEW RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE.

C. NINETEENTH CENTURY PROTESTANT LIBERALISM DEVELOPED WITHIN THE
GENERAL MILIEU OF THE INCEPTION OF THE PRESENT SCIENTIFIC AGE
WHICH STRESSED THE AUTONOMY OF MAN,

16

A BASIC LINE OF CONTINUITY RUNS FROM MEDIEVAL CATHOLIC THEOLOGY
TO NINETEENTH CENTURY PROTESTANT LIBERALISM AND FINALLY TO
TWENTIETH CENTURY CONTEMPORARY PROTESTANT AND.CATHOLIC THEOLOGY ,

1. MepievaL CATHOLIC THEOLOGY STARTED WITH METAPHYSICS.

2. NINETEENTH CENTURY PROTESTANT LIBERALISM STARTED WITH A
PHILOSOPHY OF MAN.

3. CoNTEMPORARY PROTESTANT AND CATHOLIC THEOLOGY START WITH A
PHILOSOPHY OF MAN.

WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE REFORMATION, THE THEOLOGIES WE HAVE
REVIEWED HAVE HAD THE FOLLOWING IN COMMON:

1. A NATURAL CONTINUITY IS ASSUMED FROM THE NATURAL WORLD IN
WHICH MAN EXERCISES HIS REASON AND COMES TO KNOW, AND THE
WORLD OF RELIGION,

2. 1T 1S ALSO ASSUMED THAT HAN.HRS CAPABILITIES TO DETERMINE
EITHER THE NATURE OF REALITY OR THE NATURE OF MAN AS THE
BASIS FOR A THEOLOGICAL SYSTEM,

3, [EACH OF THESE SYSTEMS IN ITS FINAL ANALYSIS POSITS CRITERIA
OTHER THAN SCRIPTURE AS THE BASIS FOR EVALUATION OF THEOLOGY,
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V., CONTEMPORARY METHOD IN BIBLICAL STUDIES ALSO GROWS OUT OF THE CONCEPT E.
THAT THERE IS NATURAL CONTINUITY FROM THE REALM OF NATURE TO THE
WORLD OF RELIGION, THE HISTORICAL-CRITICAL METHOD AND THE RELATED
METHODS OF LITERARY CRITICISM, FORM CRITICISM, REDACTION CRITICISM,
AND TRADITION CRITICISM ALL MOVE WITHIN AND PRESUPPOSE THE NATURAL
WORLD ORDER.

A, THe HISTOR!CQL'CRITICAL METHOD ACCEPTS THE NORMS OF CONTEMPORARY
HISTbRICAL SCIENCE AS A MEANS FOR STUDYING SCRIPTURE., IT ATTEMPTS
TO ESTABLISH WHEN AND WHERE GOD HAS ACTED AND SPOKEN IN THE WAY
IN WHICH HE IS RECORDED TO HAVE ACTED AND SPOKEN.

1. THE HISTORICAL-CRITICAL METHOD 1S A NEW "METAPHYSIC.” THE
OLD METAPHYSIC SAID, HHAT IS RATIONAL IS REAL. THE
HISTORICAL-CRITICAL METHOD SAYS, ONLY THAT WHICH CAN BE
STUDIED WITHIN THE FLOW OF HISTORY CAN BE ACCEPTED AS REAL,

2. THE NORMS OF HISTORY AND SCIENCE ARE EMPLOYED TO TEST THE
ACCURACY OF THE WRITTEN WORD.

B. SOURCE CRITICISM.
C. FoORM CRITICISM.
D. TRADITION CRITICISM,

E. REDACTION CRITICISM.

18

IN sumMARY: CONSERVATIVE CONTEMPORARY BIBLICAL-CRITICAL STUDIES
ASSUME A BASE WITHIN THE NATURAL WORLD AS THE CRITERION FOR
VERIFYING REPORTS OF ANY DIVINE ACTIVITY. -IT IS ASSUMED THAT THE
BIBLE 1S TO BE STUDIED AS IS ANY OTHER BOOK,

1, SucH AN APPROACH TO THE STUDY OF SCRIPTURE IMPOSES AN EXTERNZ
AUTHORITY UPON SCRIPTURE. THE BIBLE IS NO LONGER THE
NORMATIVE, AUTHORITATIVE WORD OF GOD RECORDING HIS WILL AND
PURPOSE FOR MANKIND. RATHER IT IS TESTED AND CRITICIZED TO
DETERMINE ITS TRUTH VALUE IN THE SAME WAY IN WHICH ALL OTHER
LITERATURE 1S TESTED,

2. TRUTH IS SEEN TO BE SOMETHING APART FROM THE BIBLE. THE TASK
OF THE BIBLICAL SCHOLAR 1S TO USE THE TOOLS OF HISTORICAL
AND LITERARY STUDY AS THE BASIS FOR DETERMINING WHAT IS TRUTH

3. THOSE WHO INTEND TO HOLD TO A METHOD WHICH ARISES OUT OF
SCRIPTURE CANNOT SAFELY APPLY THE METHODS OF CONTEMPORARY
BIBLICAL CRITICISM, FOR IN SO DOING THEY WOULD PLACE SCRIPTUR
ITSELF UNDER AN EXTERNAL CRITERION,
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‘1. SuMMARY: THE GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE THEOLOGIES WHICH HAVE VII. A PROPOSAL FOR AN APPROACH TO METHOD IN BIBLICAL STUDIES AND THEOLOGY,

REVIEWED:
BEEN IE METHOD WHICH TAKES SERIOUSLY THE SELF-CLAIM OF SCRIPTURE TO BE THE

A, AT THE BASIS OF THE SYSTEMS WHICH HAVE BEEN REVIEWED (WITH THE AUTHORITATIVE WORD OF GOD WILL START WITH SCRIPTURE AS THE BASIS FOR
EXCEPTION OF THE REFORMATION) 1S THE ASSUMPTION THAT THERE 1S A APPROACHING THEOLOGY., TO START AT ANY OTHER POINT WOULD BE TO
BASIC CONTINUITY FROM THE NATURAL TO THE RELIGIOUS AND THAT IT _ COMPROMISE THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE BY PLACING AUTHORITY IN SOME
IS POSSIBLE EITHER TO START WITHIN OR TO WORK OUT OF THE _ _ OTHER ENTITY. EVEN IF THE CONCLUSION OF A SCIENTIFIC, HISTORICAL
FRAMEWORK OF THE NATURAL WORLD IN THE PROCESS OF DOING THEOLOGY, OR PHILOSOPHICAL ARGUMENT WERE TO AFFIRM THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE,

THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE WOULD NONETHELESS REST UPON THE PRIOR
AUTHORITY OF THE GROUNDING PRINCIPLE.

B. THESE SAME METHODS BY ONE MEANS OR ANOTHER ASSUME A PREDETERMINED
NOTION OF THE NATURE OF GOD AND THE WAY IN WHICH HE CAN REVEAL
HIMSELF. .. METHOD WHICH SINCERELY INTENDS TO BE BIBLICAL MUST START BY ASKING
' SCRIPTURE WHAT IT HAS TO SAY ABOUT ITS OWN NATURE AND THE PRINCIPLES

BY WHICH IT IS TO BE INTERPRETED, HAVING COME TO AN UNDERSTANDING
OF THE NATURE OF SCRIPTURE FROM SCRIPTURE ITSELF, THE INQUIRER MAY
THEN RETURN TO SCRIPTURE REGARDING SUCH OTHER TOPICS RELEVANT TO
METHOD AS THE NATURE OF GOD, MAN, KNOWLEDGE, SALVATION, FAITH AND
REALITY ITSELF.

A. THE PRIORITY OF SCRIPTURE FOR UNDERSTANDING GOD, MAN AND THE
UNIVERSE.,

1. SCRIPTURE REPRESENTS ITSELF AS A GENRE DISTINCT FROM THE
LITERATURE OF MEN WHICH IS PRODUCED WITHIN THE HUMAN
PROCESSES., THE BIBLE ASSUMES EVERYWHERE THAT ITS MESSAGE
COMES DIRECT FROM GoD HIMSELF,

2. THE WorRD OoF GOD IS AN ISSUE IN THE GREAT CONTROVERSY BETWEEN
CHRIST AND SATAN,
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A. THE FUNDAMENTAL ISSUE INVOLVED IN THE DECISIONS AT THE FULFILLMENT OF THE PROTESTANT RETURN TO THE SOLE AUTHORITY
TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, THE FLOOD, THE TOWER OF SCRIPTURE,

OF BABEL, AND IN THE WILDERNESS OF TEMPTATION HAD TO DO

"WYCLIFFE ACCEPTED THE HoLy ]
WITH MAN'S RELATION TO THE WOrRD ofF Gob, E¥CORRIETURCS KIDM Lmmuscar eaty

AS THE INSPIRED REVELATION OF GOD'S WILL, A SUFFICIENT RULE

B. "THE WISE MEN OF THIS WORLD TALKED OF SCIENCE AND THE OF FAITH AND PRACTICE. . . . HE TAUGHT NOT ONLY THAT THE
FIXED LAWS OF NATURE, AND DECLARED THAT THERE COULD BE BIBLE IS A PERFECT REVELATION OF GOD'S WILL, BUT THAT THE
NO VARIATION IN THESE LAWS, AND THAT THIS MESSAGE OF NoaH HoLY SPIRIT 1S ITS ONLY INTERPRETER, AND THAT EVERY MAN IS,
COULD NOT POSSIBLY BE TRUE. THE TALENTED MEN oF NoAH'S BY THE STUDY OF ITS TEACHINGS, TO LEARN HIS DUTY FOR HIMSELF.”
TIME SET THEMSELVES IN LEAGUE AGAINST GOD'S WILL AND -—Great Controversy, p. 93.

PURPOSE, AND SCORNED THE MESSAGE AND THE MESSENGER THAT

. “'Prove 1o M [JEROME] FroOM T
HE HAD SENT. WHEN THEY couLD NOT MOVE NOAH FROM HIS FIRM [ ] HE HoLy WRITINGS THAT I aM IN

ERROR,' HE SAID, ‘AND | w 2
AND IMPLICIT TRUST IN THE WORD OF GDD; THEY POINTED TO 2 ! SEL ABMME ([T

HIM AS A FANATIC, AS A RANTING OLD MAN, FULL OF "'THE HoLy WRITINGS!' EXCLAIMED ONE OF HIS TEMPTERS, 'IS
SUPERSTITION AND MADNESS, THUS THEY CONDEMNED HIM EVERYTHING THEN TO BE JUDGED BY THEM? WHO CAN UNDERSTAND
BECAUSE HE WOULD NOT BE TURNED FROM HIS PURPOSE BY THEM TILL THE CHURCH HAS INTERPRETED THEM?'

REASONINGS AND THEORIES OF MEN. IT wAS TRUE THAT NoaH . :
ARE THE TRADITIONS OF MEN MORE WORTHY OF FAITH THAN THE

GOSPEL OF OUR SAVIOUR?' REPLIED JEROME. 'PAUL DID NOT
EXHORT THOSE TO WHOM HE WROTE TO LISTEN TO THE TRADITIONS OF
MEN, BUT SAID, "SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES.”'

COULD NOT CONTROVERT THEIR PHILOSOPHIES, OR REFUTE THE
CLAIMS OF SCIENCE SO CALLED; BUT HE COULD PROCLAIM THE
WORD OF GOD; FOR HE KNEW IT CONTAINED THE INFINITE WISDOM
OF THE CREATOR, AND, AS HE SOUNDED 1T EVERYWHERE, IT

LOST NONE OF ITS FORCE AND REALITY BECAUSE MEN OF THE ""HEReTIC!’ WAS THE RESPONSE, ‘| REPENT HAVING PLEADED SO
WORLD TREATED HIM WITH RIDICULE AND CONTEMPT,"-- LONG WITH You, | SEE THAT YOU ARE URGED ON BY THE DEVIL.'"--
Signe of the Timee, April 18, 1895, pp. 243-44. Ibid., p. 114.
3, THIs SAME RELIANCE UPON SCRIPTURE WAS ALSO THE BASIS OF THE : ~ THE WALDENSIANS DECLARED “THAT THE BIBLE IS THE ONLY
PROTESTANT REFORMATION, E. G. WHITE IN THE GREAT CONTROVERSY - INFALLIBLE AUTHORITY IN RELIGION, AND THAT 'NO MAN SHOULD BE
SEES THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH AS THE COMPLETE COERCED TO BELIEVE, BUT SHOULD BE WON BY PREACHING,'"--Ibid.,

p. 238.
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CONTRARY TO IT. THIS WORD IS THE ONLY TRUTH; IT IS THE SURE
RULE OF ALL DOCTRINE AND OF ALL LIFE, AND CAN NEVER FAIL OR
DECEIVE US. HE WHO BUILDS ON THIS FOUNDATION SHALL.STAND

AGAINST ALL THE POWERS OF HELL, WHILE ALL THE HUMAN VANITIES

THAT ARE SET UP AGAINST IT SHALL FALL BEFORE THE FACE OF Gop. '

.+ . 'THE PRINCIPLES CONTAINED IN THIS CELEBRATED PROTEST
. . . CONSTITUTE THE VERY ESSENCE OF PROTESTANTISM, '"~=Great

Controversy, P. 203.

IWINGLI ALSO PRESENTED THE WORD OF GOD AS THE ONLY INFALLIBLE
AUTHORITY. HE DECLARED THAT HE WAS INTRODUCING NO NEW METHOD
BUT THE OLD METHOD EMPLOYED BY THE CHURCH IN EARLIER AND
PURER TIMES.

*THE MORE HE SEARCHED THE SCRIPTURES, THE CLEARER APPEARED
THE CONTRAST BETWEEN THEIR TRUTHS AND THE HERESIES OF RoME.
HE SUBMITTED HIMSELF TO THE BIBLE AS THE WORD OF GOD, THE
ONLY SUFFICIENT, INFALLIBLE RULE. HE SAW THAT IT MUST BE
ITS OWN INTERPRETER. HE DARED NOT ATTEMPT TO EXPLAIN
SCRIPTURE TO SUSTAIN A PRECONCEIVED THEORY OR DOCTRINE,

BUT HELD 1T HIS DUTY TO LEARN WHAT IS ITS DIRECT AND OBVIOUS
TEACHING, HE SOUGHT TO AVAIL HIMSELF OF EVERY HELP TO
OBTAIN A FULL AND CORRECT UNDERSTANDING OF ITS MEANING, AND
HE INVOKED THE AID OF THE HoLY SPIRIT, WHICH WOULD, HE
DECLARED, REVEAL IT TO ALL WHO SOUGHT IT IN SINCERITY AND
WITH PRAYER.

#tTHE SCRIPTURES,' SAID ZWINGLI, ‘COME FROM GOD, NOT FROM
MAN, AND EVEN THAT GOD WHO ENLIGHTENS WILL GIVE THEE TO
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UNDERSTAND THAT THE SPEECH COMES FROM 6oD. THE worD OF GoD
. « « CANNOT FAIL; IT IS BRIGHT, IT TEACHES ITSELF, IT
DISCLOSES ITSELF, IT ILLUMINES THE SOUL WITH ALL SALVATION
AND GRACE, COMFORTS IT IN GOD, HUMBLES IT, SO THAT IT LOSES
AND EVEN FORFEITS ITSELF, AND EMBRACES GoD.' THE TRUTH OF
THESE WORDS ZWINGLI HIMSELF HAD PROVED, SPEAKING OF HIS
EXPERTENCE AT THIS TIME, HE AFTERWARD WROTE: 'WHEN . . . |
BEGAN TO GIVE MYSELF WHOLLY UP TO THE HoLY SCRIPTURES,
PHILOSOPHY AND THEOLOGY (SCHOLASTIC) WOULD ALWAYS KEEP
SUGGESTING QUARRELS TO ME. AT LAST | CAME TO THIS, THAT [
THOUGHT, “THOU MUST LET ALL THAT LIE, AND LEARN THE

MEANING OF GOD PURELY ouUT OF HIS OWN SIMPLE WORD." THEN |
BEGAN TO ASK GoD FOR HIS LIGHT, AND THE SCRIPTURES BEGAN TO
BE MUCH EASIER TO ME,'“--Great Controversy, PP. 173-74.

*BuT GOD WILL HAVE A PEOPLE UPON THE EARTH TO MAINTAIN THE
BIBLE, AND THE BIBLE ONLY, AS THE STANDARD OF ALL DOCTRINES
AND THE BASIS OF ALL REFORMS. THE OPINIONS OF LEARNED MEN,
THE DEDUCTIONS OF SCIENCE, THE CREEDS OR DECISIONS OF

ECCLESIASTICAL COUNCILS, AS NUMEROUS AND DISCORDANT AS ARE

THE CHURCHES WHICH THEY REPRESENT, THE VOICE OF THE MAJORITY--

NOT ONE NOR ALL OF THESE SHOULD BE REGARDED AS EVIDENCE FOR
DR AGAINST ANY POINT OF RELIGIOUS FAITH, BEFORE ACCEPTING
ANY DOCTRINE OR PRECEPT, WE SHOULD DEMAND A PLAIN 'THUS
SAITH THE LORD' IN ITS SUPPORT,"--Ibid., p. 595.
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ALAF PETRI OF SWEDEN, "DECLARED THAT THE TEACHINGS OF THE
FATHERS ARE TO BE RECEIVED ONLY WHEN IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
SCRIPTURES; THAT THE ESSENTIAL DOCTRINES OF THE FAITH ARE
PRESENTED IN THE BIBLE IN A CLEAR AND SIMPLE MANNER, SO THAT
ALL MEN MAY UNDERSTAND THEM, . . . HE SHOWED THAT THE
DECREES OF THE CHURCH ARE OF NO AUTHORITY WHEN IN OPPOSITION
TO THE COMMANDS OF GOD, AND MAINTAINED THE GREAT PROTESTANT
PRINCIPLE THAT ‘THE BIBLE AND THE BIBLE ONLY' IS THE RULE OF
FAITH AND PRACTICE."--Great Controverey, p. 243.

"| UTHER SAW THE DANGER OF EXALTING HUMAN THEORIES ABOVE THE
wWORD OF GoD. HE FEARLESSLY ATTACKED THE SPECULATIVE
INFIDELITY OF THE SCHOOLMEN AND OPPOSED THE PHILOSOPHY AND
THEOLOGY WHICH HAD SO LONG HELD A CONTROLLING INFLUENCE UPON
THE PEOPLE. HE DENOUNCED SUCH STUDIES AS NOT OKNLY WORTHLESS
BUT PERNICIOUS, AND SOUGHT TO TURN THE MINDS OF HIS HEARERS
FROM THE SOPHISTRIES OF PHILOSOPHERS AND THEOLOGIANS TO THE
ETERNAL TRUTHS SET FORTH BY PROPHETS AND APOSTLES,”--Ibid.,
p. 126.

"CEARLESSLY DID LUTHER DEFEND THE GOSPEL FROM THE ATTACKS
WHICH CAME UPON EVERY QUARTER. THE WORD OF GOD PROVED ITSELF
A WEAPON MIGHTY IN EVERY CONFLICT. WITH THAT WORD HE WARRED
AGAINST THE USURPED AUTHORITY OF THE POPE, AND THE
RATIONALISTIC PHILOSOPHY OF THE SCHOOLMEN, WHILE HE STOOD
FIRM AS A ROCK AGAINST THE FANATICISM THAT SOUGHT TO ALLY
ITSELF WITH THE REFORMATION,
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"EACH OF THESE OPPOSING ELEMENTS WAS IN ITS OWN WAY SETTING
ASIDE THE HOLY SCRIPTURES AND EXALTING HUMAN WISDOM AS THE
SOURCE OF RELIGIOUS TRUTH AND KNOWLEDGE.  -RATIONALISM
IDOLIZES REASON AND MAKES THIS THE CRITERION FOR RELIGION.
ROMANISM, CLAIMING FOR HER SOVEREIGN PONTIFF AN INSPIRATION
DESCENDED IN UNBROKEN LINE FROM THE APOSTLES, AND
UNCHANGEABLE THROUGH ALL TIME, GIVES AMPLE OPPORTUNITY FOR
EVERY SPECIES OF EXTRAVAGANCE AND CORRUPTION TO BE CONCEALED
UNDER THE SANCTITY OF THE APOSTOLIC COMMISSION. THE
INSPIRATION CLAIMED BY HﬁNZER AND HIS ASSOCIATES PROCEEDED
FROM NO HIGHER SOURCE THAN THE VAGARIES OF THE IMAGINATION,
AND ITS INFLUENCE WAS SUBVERSIVE OF ALL AUTHORITY, HUMAN OR
DIVINE. TRUE CHRISTIANITY RECEIVES THE WORD OF GOD AS THE

GREAT TREASURE HOUSE OF INSPIRED TRUTH AND THE TEST OF ALL
INSPIRATION, “--Great Controversy, p. 193.

THE PROTEST OF THE PRINCES AT THE DIET OF SPIRES ALSO UPHELD
THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE., "'THERE IS NO SURE DOCTRINE BUT
SUCH AS IS CONFORMABLE TO THE WORD OF Gob. . . . THE LorD
FORBIDS THE TEACHING OF ANY OTHER DOCTRINE. . . . THE HoLy
SCRIPTURES OUGHT TO BE EXPLAINED BY OTHER AND CLEARER TEXTS;
. « + THis HoLy Book 1S, IN ALL THINGS NECESSARY FOR THE
CHRISTIAN, EASY OF UNDERSTANDING, AND CALCULATED TO SCATTER
THE DARKNESS. WE ARE RESOLVED, WITH THE GRACE OF GoD, TO
MAINTAIN THE PURE AND EXCLUSIVE PREACHING OF HIS ONLY WORD,
SUCH AS IT IS CONTAINED IN THE BIBLICAL BOOKS OF THE OLD AND
New TESTAMENTS, WITHOUT ADDING ANYTHING THERETO THAT MAY BE
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B. A BIBLICAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE NATURE OF GOD ALSO POINTS TO
THE PRIORITY OF SCRIPTURE AS THE BASIS FOR ACQUIRING KNOWLEDGE

oF Gop.

1,

THE MATURE OF GOD IN RELATION TO THE PRIORITY OF SCRIPTURE,

GOD 1S NOT ONLY IMMANENT BUT ALSO TRANSCENDENT., IN His
TRANSCENDENCE THERE IS AN IMMEASURABLE DISTANCE BETWEEN
Gop AND MAN. Gop 15 INFINITE, THE HoLy ONE, THE MosT HieH,
THE SOVEREIGN OF THE UNIVERSE,

"WHO HAS MEASURED THE WATERS IN THE HOLLOW OF HIS HAND,
AND MARKED OFF THE HEAVENS BY THE SPAN,

AND CALCULATED THE DUST OF THE EARTH BY THE MEASURE,

AND WEIGHTED THE MOUNTAINS IN A BALANCE,

AND THE HILLS IN A PAIR OF SCALES?

WHO HAS DIRECTED THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD,

OrR As HIS COUNSELOR HAS INFORMED HIM?

WITH weoM DID HE CONSULT AND WHO GAVE HIM UNDERSTANDING?
ALL THE NATIONS ARE AS NOTHING BEFORE HIM,

THEY ARE REGARDED BY HIM AS LESS THAN NOTHING AND MEANINGLESS,
To WHOM THEN WILL YOU LIKEN Gop?

OR WHAT LIKENESS WILL YOU COMPARE WITH HIM?

Do vou NoT know? HAVE You NOT HEARD?

HAS 1T NOT BEEN DECLARED TO YOU FROM THE BEGINNING?

HAVE YOU NOT UNDERSTOOD FROM THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH?
IT 1s HE WHO SITS ABOVE THE VAULT OF THE EARTH,

AND 1TS INHABITANTS ARE LIKE GRASSHOPPERS,

WHO STRETCHES OUT THE HEAVENS LIKE A CURTAIN
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AND SPREADS THEM OUT LIKE A TENT TO DWELL IN.
'To WHOM THEN WILL YOU LIKEN Me
THAT | shouLp BE HIS EQUAL?’ sAYs THE HoLy ONE.
Do vou woT kNOW? HAVE YOU NOT HEARD?
THE EVERLASTING 60D, THE LORD, THE CREATOR OF THE
ENDS OF THE EARTH
DoEs NOT BECOME WEARY OR TIRED
His UNDERSTANDING IS INSCRUTABLE.”--IsA1aW 40:12-14, 17-18,
21-22, 26, 28, NASB.

SucH A Gop--
A. DOES GREAT THINGS WHICH CANNOT BE COMPREHENDED (JoB 37-41).

B. [s PERFECT AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE IN HIS JUDGMENTS. WO
IS MAN THAT HE SHOULD INSTRUCT GOD OR DISANNUL His
JUDGMENT? “0H THE DEPTH OF THE RICHES BOTH OF THE WISDOM
AND KNOWLEDGE OF Gob! How UNSEARCHABLE ARE HIS JUDGMENTS -
AND UNFATHOMABLE HIS WAYS! FOR WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND
OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME His COUNSELOR?"--Romans 11: 33,
34 (see ALso PsamMs 19:9; 88:14; 96:13; 97:2; Isaraw 40;
DanieL 9:7, 14; Hesrews 10:30; Jop 41:23),

c. IS RIGHTEOUS AND THE SOURCE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (PsaLms 97:2;
111:3-5; 40; 142; 144; Joun 17:25).

D. Is BOTH PERFECT IN KNOWLEDGE AND THE SOURCE OF KNOWLEDGE.
Gop’s KNOWLEDGE TRANSCENDS THAT OF MAN, THE WISDOM OF
GOD 1S TO BE COMPARED WITH THE FOOLISHNESS OF MEN (1 Cor-
INTHIANS 1:25; 3:20),
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“SUCH KNOWLEDGE IS TOO WONDERFUL FOR ME; IT 1S T0O
HIGH, 1 CANNOT ATTAIN TO IT.”--Psams 139:6, NASB (ske
ALSO IsAIAH 40:13, 14; 46:9, 10; JoB 36:4; Psaims 94:9,
10; 139:1-16).

1S UNSEARCHABLE.

GoD PRESENTS HIMSELF AS ONE WHO IS UNSEARCHABLE. "FOR
MY THOUGHTS, ARE NOT YOUR THOUGHTS, NEITHER ARE YOUR
wAYS My wAYS, DECLARES THE LORD. FOR AS THE HEAVENS ARE
HIGHER THAN THE EARTH, SO ARE My WAYS HIGHER THAN YOUR
ways."--Isa1an 55:8, 9, NASB.

IT 1S NOT INHERENT WITHIN THE TASK OR POSITION OF MAN
To DISCOVER GoD. GOD 1S HOT KNOWN AS THE RESULT OF MAN'S

SEARCH.

“HUMAN TALENTS AND HUMAN CONJECTURE HAVE TRIED BY
SEARCHING TO FIND ouUT GoD. MANY HAVE TRODDEN THIS
PATHWAY, THE HIGHEST INTELLECT MAY TAX ITSELF UNTIL IT
IS WEARIED OUT, IN CONJECTURES REGARDING GOD, BUT THE
EFFORT WILL BE FRUITLESS, AND THE FACT WILL REMAIN THAT
MAN BY SEARCHING CANNOT FIND Gop. THIS PROBLEM HAS NOT
BEEN GIVEN US TO SOLVE, - ALL THAT MAN NEEDS TO KNOW AND
CAN KNOW OF GOD HAS BEEN REVEALED IN THE LIFE AND
CHARACTER OF His SoN, THE GREAT TEACHER. As WE LEARN
MORE AND MORE OF WHAT MAN 1S, OF WHAT WE OURSELVES ARE,
IN GoD'S SIGHT, WE SHALL FEAR AND TREMBLE BEFORE Him, "=~

Medical Ministry, p. 95.

3.

30

"GOD CANNOT BE UNDERSTOOD BY MEN. HIS WAYS AND WORKS
ARE PAST FINDING OUT. [N REGARD TO THE REVELATIONS THAT
He HAs MADE OF HIMSELF IN HIs WORD, WE MAY TALK, BUT
OTHER THAN THIS, LET US SAY OF Him, THOU ART Gop, AND
THY WAYS ARE PAST FINDING OUT,”--5DA4 Bible Commentary,

Yol. 6, p. 1079.

“MaN CANNOT BY SEARCHING FIND ouT GoD. . . . ONLY THAT
WHICH HE SEES FIT TO REVEAL CAN WE COMPREHEND OF HIM.
REASON MUST ACKNOWLEDGE AN AUTHORITY SUPERIOR TO ITSELF,

HEART AND INTELLECT MUST BOW TO THE GREAT | AM,"--Ninistry
of Healing, p. 438.

ADEQUATE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IS NOT AVAILABLE BY MEANS OF THE

NATURALISTIC PROCESSES BY WHICH MAN ATTEMPTS TO ACQUIRE
KNOWLEDGE .

A,

IF GOD 1S TRULY THE TRANSCENDENT AND UNSEARCHABLE GoD
REVEALED IN REVELATION, IT 1S UNDERSTANDABLE THAT HE
CANNOT BE DISCOVERED OR EXPLAINED WITHIN THE NATURALISTIC
PROCESSES OF HUMAN KNOWING,

IT IS NOT THE PLACE OF PHILOSOPHY TO DETERMINE THE WAYS
AND WORKS OF GoD. THE HUMAN MIND CANNOT MEASURE INFINITY,

(1) TRUE RELIGION IS NOT GROUNDED IN PHILOSOPHY (CoLos-
s1ANS 2:8),

(2) "FOR THE WORLD THROUGH ITS WISDOM DID NOT COME TO
KNOW GobD.”--1 CorRINTHIANS 1:21.
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Tue JEWS ASKED FOR SIGNS AND THE GREEKS REST THEIR
cASE ON WispoM (1 CorinTHIANS 1:21),

BuT GOD HAS DESTROYED THE WISDOM OF THE WISE
(1 CorinTHIANS 1:19, 20).

FOR SALVATION COMES BY THE FOOLISHNESS OF PREACHING
(1 CoriNTHIANS 1:21),

. AND THE MESSAGE OF PREACHING COMES NOT IN PERSUASIVE

WORDS OF WISDOM BUT IN A DEMONSTRATION OF His SPIRIT
AND THE POWER OF FAITH WHICH RESTS UPON GOD RATHER
THAN ON THE WisDoM OF MAN (1 CORINTHIANS 2:4, 5).

WHEN MAN ATTEMPTS TO GAIN HIS KNOWLEDGE OF GOD THROUGH

THE NATURAL WORLD, THE RESULTS ARE THE WORSHIP OF THE

CREATURE RATHER THAN THE CREATOR,

(§))

(2)

THERE IS IN CONSCIENCE AND IN NATURE A REVELATION
OF THE POWER AND DIVINE NATURE OF GoD (RoMANS 1:19,

20).

THIS REVELATION DOES NOT LEAD TO THE POSSIBILITY OF
A NATURAL THEOLOGY, THE PROBLEM LIES NOT IN THE
REVELATION BUT WITHIN MAN, FOR MAN IS INCAPABLE BY
MEANS OF APPLICATION OF H1S NATURALISTIC

CAPABILITIES TO ACQUIRE ADEQUATE KNOWLEDGE TO ARRIVE

AT THE PROPER CONCEPTION OF THE GOD WHO REVEALS
HimseLr (1 CorInTHIANS 1:21).

(3
)

%)

(6)

)

(8)

(9

10
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PROFESSING TO BE WISE, MAN BECOMES A FooL (RoMaNs
1:22).

MAN MISREPRESENTS THE DATA BECAUSE OF SIN IN HIS
LiFe (Pomans 1:18).

HE SUPPRESSES THE TRUTH ABoUT Gop (Romans 1:18, 28).

HE EXCHANGES "THE GLORY OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE GoD
FOR AN IMAGE IN THE FORM OF CORRUPTIBLE MAN AND
OF BIRDS AND FOUR-FOOTED ANIMALS AND CRAWLING
CREATURES, "--Romans 1:23, NASB.

MAN EXCHANGES THE TRUTH OF GobD FOR A LIE (RoMans 1:
25).

THE NATURAL TENDENCY OF MAN BY THE EXERCISE OF HIS
NATURAL FACULTIES IS TO DEMONSTRATE HIS FOOLISHNESS
BY SUPPRESSING THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD AVAILABLE BY
NATURAL REVELATION AND EXCHANGING IT FOR AN IDOL OF
MAN'S OWN MAKING.

THE FUTILE SPECULATIONS OF MAN (EPHESIANS 4:17) LEAD
TO A DARKENED HEART (Romans 1:21).

GOD GIVES MEN UP TO THEIR OWN EVIL WAYS WHICH IN
THE FIRST PLACE LED TO THIS SUPPRESSION AND EXCHANGE
(Romans 1:24, 26, 28),
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As OPPOSED TO PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEMS WHICH ATTEMPT

T0 GAIN KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, THE GOSPEL REVEALS THE
RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD AND THE WAY BY WHICH GOD INTENDS
To SAVE MAN (Romans 1:16, 17).

N ITS HUMAN WISDOM THE WORLD KNOWs NoT Gop, ITs
WISE MEN GATHER AN IMPERFECT KNOWLEDGE OF HIM FROM
His CREATED WORKS; BUT THIS KNOWLEDGE, SO FAR FROM
GIVING THEM EXALTED CONCEPTIONS OF GOD, SO FAR FROM
ELEVATING THE MIND AND THE SOUL, AND BRINGING THE
WHOLE BEING INTO CONFORMITY WITH HIS WILL, TENDS TO
MAKE MEN IDOLATERS. [N THEIR BLINDNESS THEY EXALT
NATURE AND THE LAWS OF NATURE ABOVE NATURE’S GoD.

. . . THE GREATEST MINDS, IF NOT GUIDED BY THE WORD
of GOD, BECOME BEWILDERED IN THEIR ATTEMPTS TO
INVESTIGATE THE RELATIONS OF SCIENCE AND REVELATION.
. . . WHEN THEY FIND THEMSELVES INCAPABLE OF
MEASURING THE CREATOR AND HIS WORKS BY THEIR OWN
IMPERFECT KNOWLEDGE OF SCIENCE, THEY QUESTION THE
EXISTENCE OF GOD AND ATTRIBUTE INFINITE POWER TO
257-58.

NATURE."--Testimonies, Vol. 8, pp.

C.

4, THE HIDDENNESS OF GOD AND HIS TRANSCENDENCE OVER His CREATION
PLACES MAN IN DEPENDENCE UPON GOD’S SPECIAL REVELATION FOR
KNOWLEDGE OF GoD.
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GoD WHO 1S PRIOR TO AND EXALTED ABOVE THE WORLD OF MAN
IS NOT ENMESHED WITHIN THE FLOW OF THE NATURAL WORLD.

FROM A HUMAN STANDPOINT THE TASK OF OBTAINING KNOWLEDGE
OF GOD IS HOPELESS, FOR MAN DOES NOT HAVE AVAILABLE
WITHIN HIMSELF THE NECESSARY TOOLS BY WHICH TO ASCERTAIN
THE NATURE OF GoD.

(1) "’CAN YOu DISCOVER THE DEPTHS OF GoD?
CAN YOU DISCOVER THE LIMITS OF THE ALMIGHTY?
"'1T 1S HIGH AS THE HEAVENS, WHAT CAN YOU DO?
DEEPER THAN SHEOL, WHAT CAN YOU KNOW?
“'1TS MEASURE 1S LONGER THAN THE EARTH,
AND BROADER THAN THE SEA.'“--JoB 11:7-9, NASB,
(2) *NEITHER BY SEARCHING THE RECESSES OF THE EARTH

NOR IN VAIN ENDEAVORS TO PENETRATE THE MYSTERIES
OF GOD’S BEING IS WISDOM FOUND, [T IS FOUND, RATHER,
HUMBLY RECEIVING THE REVELATION THAT HE HAS BEEN
PLEASED TO GIVE, AND IN CONFORMING THE LIFE TO HIS

WILL,"--Testimonies, Yol. 8, p. 280.

BY THE GRACE OF GOD MAN HAS NOT BEEN LEFT IN A STATE OF
HOPELESSNESS WITHOUT POSSIBLE KNOWLEDGE OF 60D, KNOWLEDGE
OF A TRANSCENDENT AND HIDDEN GOD REQUIRES SELF-REVELATION
AND GOD HAS DONE JuST THAT. HE HAsS GIVEN HIMSELF TO

MAN IN REVELATION,

/
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(1) “For BEHOLD, HE WHO FORMS MOUNTAINS AND CREATES
THE WIND
AND DECLARES TO MAN WHAT ARE H1S THOUGHTS,
HE WHO MAKES DAWN INTO DARKNESS
AND TREADS ON THE HIGH PLACES OF THE EARTH,
THe LorD Gob oF HosTs 1S His NAME,"--Amos 4:13, NASB.

(2) KNOWLEDGE OF GOD 1S AVAILABLE ONLY THROUGH
REVELATION BY THE SPIRIT (1 CorINTHIANS 2:10-16).

THE REVELATION OF GOD HAS BEEN MADE MOST FULLY IN JESUS
CHRIST.

(1) No MAN HAS SEEN THE FATHER EXCEPT THE SoN (Joun 1:
1-3, 18; 5:37; 6:43; Corossians 1:15),

(2) THE SON WHO IS IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER HAS
DECLARED Him (Jonn 1:18).

(3) THEREFORE HE WHO HAS SEEN THE SON HAS ALSO SEEN THE
FaTHER (Jown 14:9, 10; MarTHew 11:25-27).

[F MAN 1S TO HAVE RELIABLE INFORMATION OF GOD, HE MUST
BE WILLING TO DEPEND UPON THE REVELATION WHICH GOD HAS
MADE CONCERNING HIMSELF. THIS REVELATION THROUGH JESUS
CHRIST COMES TO MAN IN THE BIBLE. MAN IS THEREFORE
UNIQUELY DEPENDENT UPON THE BIBLE FOR A TRUE
UNDERSTANDING OF GoD.
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“'THE SECRET THINGS BELONG TO THE LORD OUR GOD, BUT THE
THINGS REVEALED BELONG TO US AND TO OUR SONS FOREVER,
THAT WE MAY OBSERVE ALL THE WORDS OF THIS LAW,'"--

. DeuTeronomMy 29:29, NASB.

“HUMAN TALENT AND HUMAN CONJECTURE HAVE TRIED BY SEARCHING
TO FIND ouT GoD, BUT GUESSWORK HAS PROVED ITSELF TO BE
GUESSWORK. MAN CANNOT BY SEARCHING FIND ouT Gop. THis
PROBLEM HAS NOT BEEN GIVEN TO HUMAN BEINGS, ALL THAT MAN
NEEDS TO KNOW AND CAN KNOW OF GOD HAS BEEN REVEALED IN

His WorRD AND IN THE LIFE oF His SoN, THE GREAT TEACHER,”--
SDA Bible Commentary, Yol. 6, p. 1079.

"SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES ALONE WILL BRING THE KNOWLEDGE
OF THE TRUE Gop AND JEsus CHRIST wHoM HE HAS SENT.”--

Fundamentals of Christian Education, p. 415.
GOD 1S THE SOURCE OF KNOWLEDGE:

(1) Gop 1s HIMSELF wIsSDoM AND THEREFORE THE SOURCE OF
ALL WISDOM,

(2) ALL THINGS ARE WHAT THEY ARE BY VIRTUE OoF Gop's
PLAN AND WILL,

(3) WispoM AND KNOWLEDGE DO NOT HAVE EXISTENCE APART
FROM GoD HIMSELF. THEY ARE NOT PRINCIPLES
AUTONOMOUS FROM GoD,
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SINCE KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM ARE TO BE IDENTIFIED C.
WITH GOD AND SINCE ALL THINGS HAVE THEIR CHARACTER

BY VIRTUE OF GOD'S CREATIVE ACTIVITY AND HIs

PLAN AND WILL, GoD IS ALSO HIMSELF THE SOURCE OF

KNOWLEDGE,

IF MAN WANTS TO INQUIRE INTO THE NATURE OF REALITY,
HE MUST GO TO GOD WHO IS THE SOURCE OF REALITY.

JUST AS MAN IS DEPENDENT UPON GOD FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS,
SO 1S HE ALSO DEPENDENT UPON GOD FOR KNOWLEDGE.

(A) CHRIST IS NOT ONLY OUR RIGHTEQUSNESS,
SANCTIFICATION AND REDEMPTION, HE 1s ALSO

our wispom (1 CorinTHIANS 1:30).

NoT ONLY DID GRACE COME THROUGH CHRIST BUT
ALSO TRUTH (Joun 1:17).

()

(c) 1IN CHRIST ARE HID ALL THE TREASURES OF WISDOM

AND KNOWLEDGE (CorLossians 2:3),
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THE NATURE OF MAN’S FREEDOM RELATIVE TO THE AUTHORITY OF THE
WorDp oF Gop.

1. The TENDENE; OF THE HEART OF MAN AND THE GENERAL PRINCIPLE
PREVELANT IN CONTEMPORARY THEOLOGY AND BIBLICAL STUDIES IS
TO AFFIRM A STANDPOINT OF FREEDOM, OF AUTONOMY, FROM 60D
IN ORDER TO MAKE ONE'S DECISION REGARDING GoD AND HIs Worp,

2. THE NATURE OF MAN BY CREATION,

A. THE CREATURE DOES NOT HAVE THE FREEDOM OF THE CREATOR.
MAN IS CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD; YET MAN IS NOT THE
CREATOR, HE IS THE CREATURE,
FINITE.

HE IS NOT INFINITE BUT
EVERY VALUE COMES FROM GOD--WORTH, KNOWLEDGE,
AND FAITH ARE GIVEN AND SUSTAINED BY GoD THROUGH CHRIST.

B, THE BIBLE PRESENTS MAN AS FREE, BUT NOT AS AUTONOMOUS
IN HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD. MAN HAS THE CHOICE 7O
LIVE IN HARMONY WITH GOD OR UNDER THE DICTATES OF THE
FORCES OF EVIL.

C. THE DESIRE FOR AUTONOMY 1S A PERVERSION OF THE FREEDOM
WHICH GOD HAS GRANTED, BY SEEKING ABSOLUTE FREEDOM
MAN ATTEMPTS TO USURP THE PLACE OF GOD AND THIS IS

SIN IN ITS BOLDEST OUTLINE.

D, MaN’s DEPENDENCE UPON GOD IS NOT ONLY FOR LIFE BUT ALSO
FOR AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE STRUCTURE AND MEANING OF THE
UNIVERSE WITHIN WHICH GOD HAS PLACED MAN,
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MAN IN GENERAL SEEKS AN EPISTEMOLOGICAL AUTONOMY
FroM GoD AND His Worp.

MAN NEVER HAD SUCH AUTONOMY EVEN BEFORE THE ENTRANCE
OF SIN. SPECIAL REVELATION WAS ESSENTIAL IF MAN
WAS TO UNDERSTAND HIS OWN EXISTENCE AND THAT OF THE

WORLD WHICH SURROUNDED HIM.

SIN ENTERED THE WORLD WHEN EVE SOUGHT AUTONOMY FROM
THE WorD oF GoD. ON THE BASIS OF PRINCIPLES
INDEPENDENT OF THE WORD OF GOD SHE CAME TO THE
CONCLUSION THAT THE TREE YIELDED LIFE, KNOWLEDGE
AND FREEDOM RATHER THAN DEATH. SIN IS BASICALLY
THE DESIRE FOR AUTONOMY--THE DESIRE TO LIVE WITHOUT
ACCOUNTABILITY TO OR DEPENDENCE UPON GOD FOR ONE’S
ACTIONS., IN ESSENCE THIS MEANS THE DESIRE TCO BECOME

A 60D, D.

3., THE NATURE OF MAN SINCE SIN.

A,

IRONICALLY MAN’S REVOLT AGAINST GOD BEGINS BY DECLARING

FREEDOM FROM THE CREATOR AND ENDS IN SERVITUDE TO SIN.

MAN DOES NOT HAVE THE MORAL ABILITY ON HIS OWN STRENGTH

TO CHOOSE EITHER FOR OR AGAINST GoOD,
CONDITION OF MORAL NEUTRALITY.

MaN 1S NOT IN A
SIN HAS EFFECTED NOT ONLY

MAN'S DESIRE AND CAPACITY FOR GOD BUT ALSO HIS

UNDERSTANDING.
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“As IT IS WRITTEN,

'THERE 1S NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE;

THERE 1S NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS,

THERE 1S NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GoD;

ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME
USELESS. '"--Romans 3:10-12, NASB,

APART FROM CHRIST MAN 1S A SLAVE TO SIN. MAN CANNOT
DELIVER HIMSELF FROM THIS SINFUL STATE, ANY ATTEMPT
TO GAIN A NEUTRAL POSITION FROM WHICH TO FREE ONESELF
IS AN ACT OF THE SELF AND ONLY SERVES TO REINFORCE

SELF-CONCERN AND AUTONOMY., WHEN THEOLOGY DESIRES TO
START FROM A NEUTRAL POSITION, IT IS GRANTING TO THOSE
WHO ARE IN SLAVERY TO SIN THE FREEDOM AND THE RATIONAL

POWERS TO MAKE AN AUTONOMOUS DECISION REGARDING CHRIST.

SIN IS THE PRIDEFUL STATE IN WHICH MAN REVOLTS AGAINST
GOD AND MAKES HIMSELF THE MEASURE OF ALL THINGS. THE
RADICAL SINFULNESS OF MAN INDICATES THAT NOT ONLY HAS
THE MORAL NATURE OF MAN BEEN EFFECTED BUT ALSO HIS
REASON, MAN ATTEMPTS TO INTERPRET THE WORLD APART FROM
Gop BY SOME PRINCIPLE WHICH HE DISCOVERS INDEPENDENTLY

THE ESSENCE OF SIN LIES IN TURNING FROM THE

WorD OF GOD AS THE BASIS FOR UNDERSTANDING THE SURROUNDING
WORLD TO ONESELF AS THE PRINCIPLE FOR INTERPRETING THAT
MAN HAS ATTEMPTED TO SHIFT ULTIMATE EPISTEMOLOGI-
CAL AUTHORITY IN THE UNIVERSE FROM GOD TO HIMSELF,

ofF Gop.

WORLD,
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E. THE NATURE OF MAN NOT ONLY BY CREATION BUT EVEN MORE
SO BECAUSE OF SIN POINTS TO THE NEED OF Gop's
REVELATION FOR AN ADEQUATE CONCEPT OF GOD AND THE
WORLD.,

REASON 1S A GOD-GIVEN TALENT TO BE EXERCISED WITHIN THE 3
CONTEXT OF Gob’s Worp, BuT WHEN REASON 1S PERVERTED, IT
BECOMES AN IDOL WHICH SEPARATES RATHER THAN UNITES WITH
ONLY THE MAN WHO IS IN CHRIST IS FREE. WHEN WE KNOW

THE FREEDOM WHICH

Gop.
THE TRUTH, THE TRUTH WILL MAKE US FREE.
CHRIST GIVES 1S THE FREEDOM TO LIVE IN HARMONY WITH THE
NATURE OF OUR BEING. SCRIPTURE IS THE GUIDEBOOK TO THAT
FREEDOM. "AND | WILL WALK AT LIBERTY, For I SEEK THy
PRECEPTS.”"--PsaLmM 119:45, NASB,

NATURE OF KNOWLEDGE RELATIVE TO REVELATION.

KNOWLEDGE IS THE APPREHENSION OF SOME FACT OF TRUTH IN
ACCORDANCE WITH ITS REAL NATURE. IT 1S AN UNDERSTANDING
OF THE DATA AS IT RELATES TO OTHER DATA AND ULTIMATELY

AS IT HAS SIGNIFICANCE WITHIN THE TOTALITY OF REALITY.

IN GENERAL, KNOWLEDGE IS THOUGHT TO BE GROUNDED WITHIN THE
NATURAL WORLD, [T 1S5 CONCEIVED TO BE BASED ULTIMATELY UPON
IMMEDIATE EXPERIENCE AND SENSE DATA (WHICH YIELD INFORMATION

OF OUTER APPEARANCES), COMBINED WITH THOUGHT PROCESSES WHICH

"CONNECT AND REASON ABOUT THESE APPEARANCES AND THUS ARRIVE

AT GENERAL LAWS AND TRUTHS. THIS PROCESS INTENDS TO YIELD
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A CORRESPONDENCE TO REALITY. THE GOAL IS THE DISCOVERY OF
THAT ALL-INCLUSIVE SET OF PRINCIPLES WHICH ALLOWS THE
UNIFICATION OF KNOWLEDGE IN A COMPLETE INTERPRETATION OF

THE UNIVERSE.

IN THE LAST SECTION WE SAW THAT THE HEART OF THE SIN

PROBLEM IS THE DESIRE TO SET ONESELF UP INDEPENDENTLY OF
Gop. MAN’S CONCEPT OF KNOWLEDGE IS BASICALLY A CONTINUATION
CF HIS DESIRE FOR AUTONOMY,

HuMAN KNOWLEDGE 1S CIRCULAR AND UNCERTAIN,

"HuMAN KNOWLEDGE OF BOTH MATERIAL AND SPIRITUAL THINGS IS
PARTIAL AND IMPERFECT; THEREFORE MANY ARE UNABLE TO
HARMONIZE THEIR VIEWS OF SCIENCE WITH SCRIPTURE STATEMENTS,
MANY ACCEPT MERE THEORIES AND SPECULATIONS AS SCIENTIFIC
FACTS, AND THEY THINK THAT GOD’S WORD IS TO BE TESTED BY

THE TEACHINGS OF "SCIENCE FALSELY SO CALLED.'
522.

1 TimoTHY
6:20."--Great Controversy, Pp.

THE CHRISTIAN DOES NOT ATTEMPT TO ACQUIRE KNOWLEDGE
INDEPENDENTLY OF THE CREATOR.

A. Gop As THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE HAS PUT INTO MOTION
THAT WHICH EXISTS AND HAS CONTINUED TO GOVERN IT
ACCORDING TO HIS PLAN.

B. THIS MEANS THAT THERE IS NO FACT WHICH EXISTS
INDEPENDENTLY OF (oD,
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¢, Gop As THE CREATOR HAS GIVEN MEANING TO THAT WHICH HAS
BEEN SET INTO MOTION AND ITS MEANING MAY BE PROPERLY
UNDERSTOOD RELATIVE TO GOD’S PURPOSE.

IT 1s THE WORD OF GOD WHICH GROUNDS KNOWLEDGE RATHER THAN
KNOWLEDGE WHICH GROUNDS THE WorD ofF Gob.

A, IT 15 GOD WHO GIVES WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING TO MAN,
Gop HimseLF TEACHES His peopLE (Isaian 54:13; Joun
6:45),

B.. THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM
(Psawm 111:10; JoB 28:8),

c. IN CHRIST ARE HIDDEN ALL THE TREASURES OF WISDOM AND
KNOWLEDGE (CoLOSSIANS 2:2,3) FOR JESUS 1S THE WAY THE
TRUTH AND THE LIFE (Joun 14:6),

D. JEHOVAH IS THE FOUNDATION OF ALL WISDOM, ALL TRUTH AND
ALL KNOWLEDGE (SDA Bible Commentary, Vol. 6, p. 1079).

IF GOD IS THE SOURCE OF KNOWLEDGE, IF GOD 1S ONLY KNOWN IN

REVELATION, [T FOLLOWS THAT REVELATION 1S ESSENTIAL FOR

KNOWLEDGE

A. THE OPENING OF GoD'S WORD GIVES LIGHT AND UNDERSTANDING
(PsaLm 119:98-100, 130).

B. THE WORD IS A LAMP TO OUR FEET AND A LIGHT TO OUR PATH
(Psam 119:105) .

cl
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THE WORD 1S THE BASIS FOR RIGHT DOING AND RIGHT THINKING
(PsaLm 119:1-2, 5-6, 9, 11, 30).

[T WAS THAT TRUTH WHICH HAD BEEN COMMITTED TO TIMOTHY
THAT WOULD ENABLE HIM TO RIGHTLY RELATE TO KNOWLEDGE
(1 TimoTHY 6:20).

“THE BIBLE IS TO BE OUR LIGHT, OUR EDUCATOR. . ., .

THE FIRST GREAT LESSON IN ALL EDUCATION IS TO KNOW AND
UNDERSTAND THE WILL OF GOD, TAKE THE KNOWLEDGE OF GoD
WITH YOU THROUGH EVERY DAY OF LIFE. LET IT ABSORB THE
MIND AND THE WHOLE BEING. GOD GAVE SOLOMON WISDOM, BUT
THIS GOD-GIVEN WISDOM WAS PERVERTED WHEN HE TURNED FROM
GOD TO OBTAIN WISDOM FROM OTHER SOURCES. WE NEED THE
WISDOM OF SOLOMON AFTER WE HAVE LEARNED THE WISDOM OF
ONE GREATER THAN SOLOMON, WE ARE NOT TO GO THROUGH
HUMAN WISDOM, WHICH IS TERMED FOOLISHNESS, TO SEEK TRUE
WISDOM, FOR MEN TO LEARN SCIENCE THROUGH MAN'S
INTERPRETATION, [S TO OBTAIN A FALSE EDUCATION, BUT TO
LEARN OF GOD AND JESUS CHRIST IS TO LEARN THE SCIENCE
OF THE BIBLE,"--Fundamentals of Christian Education,

p. 414,

THE WISEMEN ARE ASHAMED AND DISMAYED. BECAUSE THEY
REJECT THE WORD OF THE LORD, THERE IS NO WISDOM IN

THEM (JERemiAH §:9),
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8. IT 1s BECAUSE GOD HAS REVEALED HIMSELF THA™ MAN MAY HAVE
KNOWLEDGE WHICH IS CONGRUENT WITH REALITY. THE WORD oOF
GOD CONSTITUTES THE MEANS FOR UNDERSTANDIMS AND INTERPRETING
THAT WHICH IS COLLECTED IN THE UNIVERSE. 1T BECOMES THE
BASIS FOR JUSTIFYING KNOWLEDGE, MEANING AND TRUTH CLAIMS.
IT 1s THE BASIS FOR ALL REASONING, EVEN T=AT REASONING
WHICH TAKES PLACE ABOUT GOD’'S REVELATION &ND REASON ITSELF,

THE NATURE OF FAITH AND SALVATION RELATIVE TG THE PRIORITY OF

THE Horp oF Gob.
1. POSSIBLE METHODS FOR DETERMINING THE NATURE OF FAITH--

A. THE HUMANISTIC APPROACH TO FAITH SEEKS EXAMPLES SUCH
AS THE FAITH OF THE SCIENTIST IN HIS SYPOTHESIS, THE
FAITH OF THE HISTORIAN IN HIS CONCLUSIONS, THE FAITH OF
A BANKER IN THE INDIVIDUAL TO WHOM HE 15 GRANTING A
LOAN AND THE FAITH OF A TRAVELER IN THE PILOT OF THE
PLANE. SUCH FAITH 1S BASED UPON OBSESVABLE DATA AS
MADE COHERENT BY THE INTERPRETIVE POWERS OF REASON.
FAITH IS A PROJECTION BASED UPON DATA INTO REALMS
WHERE DATA 1S NOT YET AVAILABLE. EAC~ NEW BIT OF DATA
TESTS THE FAITH HYPOTHESIS,

B, FAITH 1IN GOD MUST NOT BE DEFINED RELATIVE TO THAT WHICH
1S OBSERVED WITHIN THE HUMAN SPHERE, =ATHER, GobD HIMSELF
IN His WORD MUST PROVIDE THE DEFINITIIN,
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2. TowARD A BIBLICAL CCMCEPT OF FAITH.

A, FAITH Is THE GIFT OF Gop (EPHESIANS 2:8) IN ORDER THAT
FAITH MIGHT NOT =EST ON THE WISDOM OF MAN BUT IN THE
POWER OF GOD (1 CZORINTHIANS 2:5),

"FAITH THAT ENASLES US TO RECEIVE GOD'S GIFTS 15 ITSELF
A GIFT,"=-Eduzz=<on, p. 253.

“NO MAN CAN CREATE FAITH. THE SPIRIT OPERATING UPON
AND ENLIGHTENINE THE HUMAN MIND, cnéaTes FAITH IN GoD.
IN THE SCRIPTURES FAITH IS STATED TO BE THE GIFT OF GoD,
POWERFUL UNTO SALVATION, ENLIGHTENING THE HEARTS OF

THOSE WHO SEARC~ FOR TRUTH AS FOR HIDDEN TREASURE,”--
SDA Bible Comme=zary, Vol. 7, p. 940.

B. FAITH IS ITSELF THE ASSURANCE, THE CONVICTION, THE
EVIDENCE OF THINZS NOT SEeN (HeBrews 1:11).

"FAITH IS NOT THE GROUND OF OUR SALVATION, BUT IT IS
THE GREAT BLESSING--THE EYE THAT SEES, THE EAR THAT
HEARS, THE FEET THAT RUN, THE HAND THAT GRASPS. [T IS
THE MEANS, NOT THE END. IF CHRIST GAvE HIS LIFE TO
SAVE SINNERS, W~ SHALL | NOT TAKE THAT BLESSING? My
FAITH GRASPS IT, AND THUS MY FAITH IS THE SUBSTANCE OF
THINGS HOPED FOF, THE EVIDENCE OF THINGS UNSEEN. THUS
RESTING AND BELIEVING, | HAVE PEACE WITH GOD THROUGH
THE LorRD JESUS CHRIST,”--SDA Bible Commentary, Yol. 6,
p. 1073.
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WERE FAITH BASED ON THE DATA OF THE HUMAN SENSES AS
DESCRIEED HUMANISTICALLY ABOVE, IT WOULZ> BE A LEAP IN
THE DARK, FOR HUMAN KNOWLEDGE IS UNCERTAIN.

FAITH IS5 THE BASIS OF KNOWLEDGE.

n

(V3

(3)

S2ITH IS THE BASIS OF KNOWLEDGE. 2Y FAITH WE
uUmDERSTAND (HEBREws 11:3). "ONLY IN THE LIGHT OF
REVELATION CAN IT [NATURE] BE READ ARIGHT,"--

FZuecation, p. 134.

FAITH IS THE KEY OF KNOWLEDGE (FZ==ation, p. 24;
Czeire of Agesa, p. 139). [T IS THE BASIS FOR
DISCERNING BETWEEN TRUTH AND ERROR (Selscted
Mzesages, Bk. 1, p. 346; Testimornizez to Ministers,

c. 229).

T=E HUMANISTIC APPROACH STATES THAT WE MUST FIND
T=E CRITERIA FOR FAITH WHEREAS FAITH IS ACTUALLY
T-E CRITERIA FOR TRUTH.

FAITH COMES BY HEARING AND HEARING BY THE WORD ofF Gop
(Romans 11:17).

1

(2)

T-E ASSURANCE AND EVIDENCE FOR FAITH 1S GoD's
Worp (Selected Messages, Bk. 2, p. 243).

TZ ATTEMPT TO USE THE DATA OF REASON AS CRITERIA
FOR DETERMINING WHETHER OR NOT SCRIPTURE 1S THE
“ORD OF GOD IS TO DOUBT THAT WHICH HAS ALREADY
BZEN DECLARED BY Gob. IT IS SIMILAR TO THE

3

)

%)

(6)
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TEMPTATION GIVEN BY SATAN To CHRIST IN THE
WILDERNESS, NAMELY, TO DOUBT HIS SONSHIP AFTER

“IT HAD ALREADY BEEN AFFIRMED BY THE WorRD oF Gobp,

"GENUINE FAITH HAS ITS FOUNDATION IN THE PROMISES
AND PROVISIONS OF THE SCRIPTURES,"--Desire =¥ Ages,
P.126 (see also Early Writings, p. 72; Goarel

Workers, £. 260).

"IN ORDER TO HAVE TRUE, ABIDING FAITH IN CHRIST,
WE MUST kmow Him As HE 1S REPRESENTED IN THE
WORD, "~-Fu=damentals of Christian Educaticr, p. 433.

THE SPIRIT AND THE WORD WORK TOGETHER "THE SPIRIT
OPERATING UPON AND ENLIGHTENING THE HUMAN MIND,
CREATES FAITH IN G0D,"--SDA Bible Commentary, Vol.
7, p. 940.

"'THERE IS A KIND OF FAITH THAT TAKES IT FOR GRANTED
THAT WE HAVE THE TRUTH; BUT THE FAITH THAT TAKES GoD
AT HIS WORD, WHICH WORKS BY LOVE AND PURIFIES THE
HEART, IS VERY RARE,'"--Life Sketchee, pp. 277-78.

To BASE FAITH AND SCRIPTURE UPON THE DESCRIPTION
OF A HISTORIAN OR A GEOLOGIST IS NOT YET TO COME
TO BIBLICAL FAITH, BIBLICAL FAITH COMES THROUGH
THE WORD AND THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT.
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ABRAHAM, AN EXAMPLE OF BIBLICAL FAITH.

*'By FAITH ABRAHAM, WHEN HE WAS CALLED TO GO OUT INTO A
PLACE WHICH HE SHOULD AFTER RECEIVE FOR AN INHERITANCE,
OBEYED; AND HE WENT OUT, NOT KNOWING WHITHER HE WENT.'
HeBrews 11:3. ABRAHAM'S UNQUESTIONING OBEDIENCE IS ONE OF
THE MOST STRIKING EVIDENCES OF FAITH TO BE FOUND IN ALL
THE BIBLE. To HIM, FAITH WAS 'THE SUBSTANCE OF THINGS
HOPED FOR, THE EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT SEEN.’ VERSE 1,
RELYING UPON THE DIVINE PROMISE, WITHOUT THE LEAST OUTWARD
ASSURANCE OF ITS FULFILLMENT, HE ABANDONED HOME AND KINDRED
AND NATIVE LAND, AND WENT FORTH, HE KNEW NOT WHITHER, TO
FOLLOW WHERE GOD SHOULD LEAD. , . . HE COULD NOT EVEN
EXPLAIN HIS COURSE OF ACTION SO AS TO BE UNDERSTOOD BY HIS
FRIENDS. SPIRITUAL THINGS ARE SPIRITUALLY DISCERNED, AND
HIS MOTIVES AND ACTIONS WERE NOT COMPREHENDED BY HIS
IDOLATROUS KINDRED,"--Patriarche and Prophets, p. 126.

IF FAITH IS THE BASIS OF KNOWLEDGE AND IF FAITH COMES FROM
THE WOorRD oF GoD, THE WORD OF GOD HAS PRIORITY FOR KNOWLEDGE,

THE RELATION OF SALVATION TO THE PRIORITY OF SCRIPTURE.

A. SALVATION 1S NO LONGER A GIFT IF IT COMES THROUGH A
FAITH WHICH ITSELF RESTS ON A RATIONAL ARGUMENT.
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B. MAN'S NATURAL DESIRE IS TO MAKE A DECISION REGARDING
GOD'S SALVATION FROM A POSTURE OF AUTONOMY. 10 ATTEMPT
TO DO SO IS ONLY TO CONTINUE IN MAN'S REBELLION AGAINST
Gob.

C. SALVATION RESTS UPON THE FOOLISHNESS OF PREACHING RATHER
THAN UPON HUMAN WISDOM, SIGNS AND EVIDENCES IN ORDER
THAT NO FLESH SHOULD GLORY IN THE PRESENCE OF GoD.

(1 CorinTHIANS 1:18-31),

D. “OuR SALVATION DEPENDS ON A KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH
CONTAINED IN THE SCRIPTURES,"--Christ's Object Lessons,
p. 111,

VIII. THE RESULT OF USING THE NATURAL WORLD AS THE GROUND AND CONTEXT FOR
THEOLOGY.

A,

THE ATTEMPT TO GROUND THE REVELATION OF SCRIPTURE IN THE NATURAL
WORLD IMPLIES THAT MAN ALREADY KNOWS WHAT GOD CAN AND CANNOT
REVEAL AND THUS THAT MAN KNOWS WHAT GoD 1S IN HIMSELF APART

FROM His REVELATION, [T IS AN ATTEMPT TO AFFIRM APART FROM THE
WoRD OF GOD THE EXISTENCE OF THE GOD OF SCRIPTURE WHO THEREIN
DECLARES THAT HE CANNOT BE ADEQUATELY KNOWN APART FROM His
REVELATION.

By ATTEMPTING TO GROUND AND STUDY SCRIPTURE WITHIN THE CONTEXT
OF THE NATURAL WORLD, MAN IS ACTUALLY CREATING HIS OWN STANDARD
AS A MEASURE FOR SCRIPTURE,
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1, "THE INGENUITY OF MAN HAS BEEN EXERCISED FOR AGES TO MEASURE D.
THE WORD OF GOD BY THEIR FINITE MINDS AND LIMITED

COMPREHENSION,”--Selscted Messages, Bk. 1, p. 18.

2. "MeN CONSIDER THEMSELVES WISER THAN THE WORD OF GOD, WISER
EVEN THAN GOD; AND INSTEAD OF PLANTING THEIR FEET ON THE
IMMOVABLE FOUNDATION, AND BRINGING EVERYTHING TO THE TEST
OF GOD'S WORD, THEY TEST THAT WORD BY THEIR OWN IDEAS OF
SCIENCE AND NATURE, AND IF 1T SEEMS NOT TO AGREE WITH

THEIR SCIENTIFIC IDEAS, IT IS DISCARDED AS UNWORTHY OF
CREDENCE,"--Signe of the Times, March 27, 1884, p. 1.

3, "MaNY ATTEMPT TO JUDGE OF THE CREATOR AND HISs WORKS BY

THEIR OWN IMPERFECT KNOWLEDGE OF SCIENCE, THEY ENDEAVOR

TO DETERMINE THE NATURE AND ATTRIBUTES AND PREROGATIVES

OF GOD, AND INDULGE IN SPECULATIVE THEORIES CONCERHING

THE INFINITE ONE,"--Ministry of Healing, p. 427.

“THE WoRD OF THE LORD IS NOT TO BE JUDGED BY A HUMAN STANDARD.”

Yol. 5, p. 301.

--Testimonies,

1. "PHILOSOPHY CANNOT DETERMINE THE WAYS AND WORKS OF GoD;

THE HUMAN MIND CANNOT MEASURE INFINITY,"--SDA Bible

Commentary, Yol. 6, p. 1079.

2. "TRUTH IN CHRIST AND THROUGH CHRIST IS MEASURELESS. . . .

THE TRUTH AS IT IS IN JESUS CAN BE EXPERIENCED, BUT NEVER

128-29.

EXPLAINED.”--Christ's Object Lessomns, pp.
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THE ATTEMPT TO SET UP THE NATURAL WORLD AS THE CONTEXT FOR
THE STUDY OF SCRIPTURE RESULTS IN--

1. PLACING THE WORD OF MAN ABOVE THE WORD oF Gob.

"“BUT MAN’S INVENTIONS ARE NOT ONLY UNRELIABLE, THEY ARE
DANGEROUS; FOR THEY PLACE MAN WHERE GOD SHOULD BE. THE?

PLACE THE SAYINGS OF MEN WHERE A 'THUS SAITH THE Lorp’

SHOULD BE,"--Christ's Object Lessons, p. 110.

2. SETTING THE JUDGMENT OF MEN ABOVE THE WORD OF Gop.

MEN "SET UP THEIR JUDGMENT AS SUPERIOR TO THE WORD; AND
THE SCRIPTURE WHICH THEY DO TEACH RESTS UPON THEIR OWN
AUTHORITY. [TS DIVINE AUTHENTICITY IS DESTROYED. "--1bid.,

p- 39.
3. MeasurinG Gop,

MAN'S MEASUREMENT OF GOD WILL NEVER BE CORRECT (Signs of
the Times, March 13, 1884).

4, DENYING THE EXISTENCE ofF Gobp.

WHEN MEN “FIND THEMSELVES INCAPABLE OF MEASURING THE
CREATOR AND HIS WORKS BY THEIR OWN IMPERFECT KNOWLEDGE
OF SCIENCE, THEY QUESTION THE EXISTENCE OF GOD AND
ATTRIBUTE INFINITE POWER TO NATURE,"--Testimonies,

Vol. 8, p. 258.
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E. THE EMPHASIS UPON THE PRIORITY OF SCRIPTURE ARISES FROM THE B.
RECOGNITION THAT--

1, To DO OTHERWISE WOULD BE TO MAKE MAN AUTONOMOUS.

2. To DO OTHERWISE WOULD PLACE AN A PRIORI STRUCTURE UPON
SCRIPTURE,

F. THE GOAL THEN 1S UNDERSTANDING RATHER THAN AUTONOMOUS
INTELLECTUAL UNDERGIRDING. THE PURPOSE iS TO USE REASON IN
THE WAY THAT GOD HAS DESIGNED THAT IT BE USED,

IX, PRESERVING THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE IN THEOLOGY,
A. THE NATURE oF CHRISTIANITY AND SCRIPTURE RELATIVE TO METHOD.

1. THE NATURE OF CHRISTIANITY REQUIRES THE PRIORITY OF SCRIPTURE
OVER PHILOSOPHY, CHRISTIANITY IS NOT AN INTELLECTUAL SEARCH.
IT 1s A GIVEN IN CHRIST, THE SCRIPTURES AND THE HoLy SPIRIT,
MAN DOES NOT SEEK TO ESTABLISH OR JUSTIFY IT, BUT RATHER TO
UNDERSTAND 1T,

2. THE NATURE OF SCRIPTURE.ALSO HAS IMPLICATIONS FOR METHOD.

A. THE EXPLANATION FOR THE EXISTENCE OF SCRIPTURE RESIDES
NOT IN MAN BUT IN GOD, NOT IN THE FLOW OF HUMAN THOUGHT
IN HISTORY BUT IN REVELATION, NOT IN MAN'S REFLECTIONS
ABOUT GoD oR His REVELATION BUT IN GoD’s HORD INCARNATE.
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THE PURPOSE OF REVELATION IS NOT TO PROVIDE MAN WITH
DATA OR A RECORD OF AN EVENT WHICH MUST THEN BE
SCRUTINIZED AND ANALYZED AS ANY OTHER DATA AVAILABLE
TO MAN. THE CHARACTER OF SCRIPTURE 1S REVELATORY.

IF SCRIPTURE IS TO BE ACCEPTED AS THE FINAL AUTHORITY,
THEN IT MUST ALSO BE THE AUTHORITY FOR ITS OWM INTER-
PRETATION; THAT IS, METHOD FOR THE INTERPRETATION OF
SCRIPTURE MUST ARISE OUT OF SCRIPTURE ITSELF AND BE
CONGRUENT WITH SCRIPTURE'S OWN DECLARATION REGARDING
ITS NATURE. TO DO OTHERWISE WOULD BE TO IMPOSE AN
EXTERNAL CONCEPT UPON SCRIPTURE.

SINCE GOD’S REVELATION 1S DISTINCT FROM THAT WHICH
TAKES PLACE WITHIN THE HUMAN SPHERE, THE METHOD
APPLIED TO ITS INTERPRETATION IS NOT THE SAME AS THAT
APPLIED TO WHAT 1S PRODUCED WITHIN THE HUMAN SPHERE. |
THE NATURE OF REVELATION ITSELF MUST BE THE DETERMINER
OF THE METHOD FOR ITS INTERPRETATION,

“SCRIPTURAL DIFFICULTIES CAN NEVER BE MASTERED BY. THE
SAME METHODS THAT ARE EMPLOYED IN GRAPPLING WITH
PHILOSOPHICAL PROBLEMS, WE SHOULD NOT ENGAGE IN THE
STUDY OF THE BIBLE WITH THAT SELF-RELIANCE WITH WHICH
SO MANY ENTER THE DOMAINS OF SCIENCE, BUT WITH A
PRAYERFUL DEPENDENCE UPON GOD AND A SINCERE DESIRE TO
LEARN His wiLL,"--CGreat Controversy, p. 599.
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E, RECOGNIZING THE UNIQUENESS OF SCRIPTURE A PRIORI
EXCLUDES CERTAIN METHODS FROM CONSIDERATION.

(1) IT EXCLUDES BIBLICAL CRITICAL STUDIES WHICH
BASE THEIR PRINCIPLES ON STARTING POINTS OTHER
THAN THE WorD OF Gob.

(A} THE HISTORICAL-CRITICAL METHOD IS NOT

APPLICABLE TO SCRIPTURE, FOR SCRIPTURE DOES
NOT LIE WITHIN THE CATEGORY OF DATA WHICH
NEEDS TO BE EVALUATED AND INTERPRETED INTO
AN INTER-CONNECTED WHOLE. RATHER SCRIPTURE
ITSELF IS THE BASIS FOR INTERPRETATION BOTH
OF SCRIPTURE AND OF OTHER DATA WITHIN THE
UNIVERSE.

(B) FORM CRITICISM, REDACTION CRITICISM AND
TRADITION CRITICISM CANNOT BE APPLIED TO
SCRIPTURE SINCE THEY ARE BASED UPON PRINCIPLES
WHICH ARISE OUT OF AN ANALYSIS OF THE
DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN LITERATURES.

(2) 1T EXCLUDES METHODS WHICH ARISE OUT OF RATIONAL
AND EXISTENTIAL CRITERIA,

B|
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF A THEOLOGICAL METHOD MUST START WITH éCRIPTURE
ITSELF.

1.

IN GENERAL METHOD IN THEOLOGY IN ITS PURSUIT FOR TRUTH HAS
ATTEMPTED TO REDUCE THEOLOGY TO THE STUDY OF SUBJECT MATTER
WHICH MAY BE METHODOLOGICALLY INVESTIGATED IN A MANNER
SIMILAR TO THE INVESTIGATION OF SUCH A DISCIPLINE AS
PSYCHOLOGY, SCIENCE AND HISTORY. BY CONTRAST, METHOD WHICH
STARTS WITHIN SCRIPTURE AFFIRMS THE DESIRE TO UNDERSTAND
SCRIPTURE METHODOLOGICALLY BUT NOT TO INVESTIGATE IT
METHODOLOGICALLY, FOR TRUTH 1S THE GIVEN IN SCRIPTURE.

THE FOLLOWING WARNINGS ARE APPLICABLE TO ANY OTHER METHOD.

"LET NOT HUMAN REASONING BE PLACED WHERE SANCTIFYING- TRUTH
SHOULD BE, . . . GOD CALLS UPON US TO HOLD FIRMLY TO THE
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES THAT ARE BASED UPON UNQUESTIONABLE
AUTHORITY,”--Gospel Workere, p. 308.

SCRIPTURE “CONTAINS THE ALPHA AND THE OMEGA OF KNOWLEDGE."
--Ibid., p. 309.

"Do NOT ADVOCATE THEORIES OR TESTS THAT CHRIST HAS NEVER
MENTIONED, AND THAT HAVE NO FOUNDATION IN THE BiBLE. WE
HAVE GRAND, SOLEMN TRUTHS FOR THE PEOPLE, 'IT IS WRITTEN'
1S THE TEST THAT MUST BE BROUGHT HOME TO EVERY SsouL,”--Ibid.
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#SCRIPTURES NEED NOT BE READ BY THE DIM LIGHT OF TRADITION
OR HUMAN SPECULATION. AS WELL MIGHT WE TRY TO GIVE LIGHT
TO THE SUN WITH A TORCH AS TO EXPLAIN THE SCRIPTURES BY
HUMAN TRADITION OR IMAGINATICN. G0OD’S HOLY WORD NEEDS NOT
THE TORCHLIGHT GLIMMER OF EARTH TO MAKE ITS GLORIES
DISTINGUISHABLE., IT IS LIGHT IN ITSELF--THE GLORY OF GOD
REVEALED, AND BESIDE 1T EVERY -OTHER LIGHT IS DIM,"--Christ'e

cbjeet Lessons, p. 111.

METHOD IN THEOLOGY MUST NOT BE DETERMINED BY AN A PRIORI
CONSIDERATION OF THE NATURE OF GoD, OF MAN, OF THE UNIVERSE,
OR OF ANY ASPECT OF THESE. THUS IT MUST NOT START WITH

THE IDEA OF TRANSCENDENCE NOR WITH THE CONTEMPORARY CONCEPTS
OF THE WORLD NOR WITH AN ANALYSIS OF HUMAN SUBJECTIVITY

NOR WITH AN ANALYSIS OF THE A PRIORI STRUCTURE OF THE

HUMAN MIND.

A. THE STARTING POINT MUST BE THE WorRD OF GOD AS THE
STRUCTURING PRINCIPLE WITHIN WHICH ALL ELSE MAY PROPERLY
BE UNDERSTOOD.

B. THUS METHOD MUST START BY ASKING SCRIPTURE WHAT IT HAS
TO SAY ABOUT ITS OWN NATURE AND THE PRINCIPLES BY WHICH
IT IS TO BE INTERPRETED.
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C., A THEOLOGY WHICH STARTS WITHIN SCRIPTURE ENTIRELY REVERSES THE

PROCESS OF METHOD IN THEOLOGY. INSTEAD OF STARTING WITHIN THE
NATURAL WORLD AS A STRUCTURE UPON WHICH TO ACCOUNT FOR THE
WORLD OF REVELATION, THEOLOGY STARTS WITHIN GOD'S REVELATION
IN SCRIPTURE.

"GOD HAS PERMITTED A FLOOD OF LIGHT TO BE POURED UPON THE WORLD
IN BOTH SCIENCE AND ART; BUT WHEN PROFESSEDLY SCIENTIFIC MEN
TREAT UPON THESE SUBJECTS FROM A MERELY HUMAN POINT OF VIEW,
THEY WILL ASSUREDLY COME TO WRONG CONCLUSIONS. . . . THE
GREATEST MINDS, IF NOT GUIDED BY THE WORD OF GOD IN THEIR

'RESEARCH, BECOME BEWILDERED IN THEIR ATTEMPTS TO TRACE THE

RELATIONS OF SCIENCE AND REVELATION,"--Patriarchs and Prophets,
p. 113.

ANY METHOD OR SYSTEM WHICH REVERSES THE DIRECTION OF FLOW BY
ALLOWING EXTERNAL ELEMENTS TO FLOW INTO SCRIPTURE MUST BE
REJECTED., "THE FOUNDATION OF ALL TRUE SCIENCE 1S CONTAINED IN
THE BiBLE. [EVERY BRANCH OF KNOWLEDGE MAY BE FOUND BY SEARCHING
THE WORD OF GOD. AND ABOVE ALL ELSE IT CONTAINS THE SCIENCE

OF ALL SCIENCES, THE SCIENCE OF SALVATION,"--Christ's Object
Lessons, p. 107.
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"MEN TAKE THE WRITINGS OF SCIENTISTS, FALSELY SO-CALLED,

AND SEEK TO MAKE THEIR DEDUCTIONS HARMONIZE WITH THE STATEMENTS
OF THE BIBLE, BUT WHERE THERE IS NO AGREEMENT, THERE CAN BE

NO HARMONY, CHRIST DECLARES, 'No MAN CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS.'
THEIR INTERESTS ARE SURE TO CLASH, AGAIN AND AGAIN MEN HAVE
ATTEMPTED TO PUT THE BIBLE AND THE WRITINGS OF MEN UPON A
COMMON BASIS; BUT THE ATTEMPT HAS PROVED A FAILURE; FOR WE
CANNOT SERVE GOD AND MAMMON,"--Fundamentals of Christian

Education, p. 181.

THE NATURAL WORLD SHEDS LIGHT ON SCRIPTURE WHEN THE NATURAL
WORLD ITSELF IS STUDIED IN THE CONTEXT OF SCRIPTURE, THE
HUMAN DISCIPLINES HAVE THEIR PROPER PLACE WITHIN THE CONTEXT
OF SCRIPTURE,

THE ATTITUDE WITH WHICH ONE COMES TO SCRIPTURE DETERMINES HI1S

ABILITY TO HEAR THE WorD of Gob.

A,

COME AS A LEARNER WILLING TO HEAR THE TRUTH RATHER THAN AS A
CRITIC ATTEMPTING TO DECIDE WHAT IS TRUTH IN SCRIPTURE.

CoME IN AN ATTITUDE OF HUMILIATION AND PRAYER,

ALtow THE HoLy SPIRIT TO OPERATE IN YOUR LIFE,

CoME ‘TO SCRIPTURE REPEATEDLY,

SCRIPTURE MUST BECOME THE BASIS OF THE TOTALITY OF ONE'S LIFE,

NOT ONLY OF ONE’'S ACTIONS BUT ALSO OF HIS THINKING.



