THE AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE
In the Roman Catholic Church the authority of the Bible was placed along side of other authorities. The Bible was the supreme authority among other authorities. It was felt that some key was needed as the basis for understanding the Bible. Thus the formulation was the "Bible and the Church." (The church taught what the Bible taught and the Bible was therefore [in their conception] the authority.). The formulation, "The Bible and" was extended in theology to include other areas. The Bible and philosophy, the Bible and reason, the Bible and nature. The extension of this principle today would mean the Bible_ and history, psychology, sociology, science, archaeology, etc.
The reformation responded to the notion of the supremacy of the Bible with the slogan "The Bible alone." The Bible was not the supreme authority alongside other authorities, it was the authority. No external principle, concept, philosophy, or method could appropriately be imposed upon the Bible. The Bible was to be its own interpreter and therefore not subject to the church or to any other system. The church was under the Word. Her task was to listen to and proclaim the Word. Human study of the natural world was also under the Word. The Bible was the basis for practice, belief, theology, and understanding of the world. This did not deny that anything could be learned from the world, or that God speaks through the church, councils, nature, etc. It simply meant that the Bible was the ground, context, and norm for this process.
Unfortunately, the reformation did not follow these principles to their ultimate conclusion. In many instances these principles were mitigated. We must be grateful for the reformation, but we must also realize that God intends that the Seventh-day Adventist church should be the completion of the reformation, for it is our responsibility to give God's complete message to the world, the message that He has conveyed to us through the Scriptures.
Ellen White sees the authority of Scripture to be very broad. All human teaching is to be subordinate to the oracle of God (GC 204). The Bible and the Bible alone is our rule of faith (see SW 84). Christ Himself pointed to the Scriptures as the unquestionable authority and we should do the same (COL 39).

"God will have a people upon the earth to maintain the Bible, and the Bible only, as the standard of all doctrines and the basis of all reforms. The opinions of learned men, the deductions of science, the creeds or decisions of ecclesiastical councils, as numerous and discordant as are the churches which they represent, the voice of the majority—not one nor all of these should be regarded as evidence for or against any point of religious faith. Before accepting any doctrine or precept, we should demand a plain "Thus saith the Lord" in its support." (GC 595).
The authority of the Bible encompasses the whole of knowledge and life (FE 414, 415). The Scriptures are a safeguard (GC 593, 624; CT 422; ISM 228). They are the criteria of religion (GC 193), the guide to salvation (CT 462; ISM 16; SC 89; Ed 123: ML 23), the test of inspiration (GC 193), the basis of faith (GW 260; COW 40; FE 433; 2SM 84), and the test even of the Holy Spirit (GC vii, viii).
The Bible is the guide to life (ML 23,27; 4T 312; 5T 192, 303; 6T 355; FE 101), the basis of morality (Ed 231: Signs of the Times, March 20, 1884, p. 177), the rule of conscience (GC 102), the standard of character (5T 264; ML 25; 4T 312), the foundation of the home (CG 507, 508; ML 200), the basis of true happiness (CT 53; 3T 374).
The Bible is the basis of truth (FE 432; Ed 74; 4T 595). The Bible is also the cornerstone of the nation's prosperity (CG 507; ML 24) and it will be the basis of judgment (GC 661; SR 397; IT 126).
The Bible is the foundation of all study (FE 450), the basis of all education (6T 131, 198; MH 394, 401, 474; FE 490), the basis of knowledge of God (Ed 17; ISM 295; 6BC 1079; 8T 257, 258; 6BC 1080; 8T 279; MM 95), the basis of an understanding of Christ (FE 382, 308, 309; DA 119, 796), the basis for understanding the natural world (CT 425, 426; Ed 17; ISM 295; COL 107; 3T 374; 3BC 1144; Ed 134; PP 112; 8T 324, 325; 7BC 906), the basis for understanding history (Ed 304, 173; Review and Herald. November 10, 1904; MM 89; CT 421; PP 596; Ed 180), the key to true philosophy (Signs of the Times. January 28, 1897, p. 4), the basis of true principles of psychology (ML 176).
