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The Level VI North-East Temple at Tel Lachish
Itamar Weissbein1, Yosef Garfinkel1, Michael G. Hasel2, Martin G. Klingbeil2,
Baruch Brandl3 and Hadas Misgav1

During the recent excavations at Tel Lachish a previously unknown Canaanite temple of the 12th
century BCE was uncovered in the north-eastern corner of the mound. This article describes its
possible place in the urban fabric of the city, the plan of the temple and its parallels, and some
of the more special finds that were found in it. Based on the temple’s plan and the finds and
installations uncovered in it, we wish to offer a glimpse into the cults that were associated with
the temple, as well as a reconstruction of the temple’s life cycle.
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Introduction
The Canaanite culture, which dominated the 2nd mil-
lennium BCE in the Near East, created most of the
prominent tells in the Mediterranean climatic zones
of the region and the simple alphabetic writing
system that was the forerunner of many of the alpha-
betic writing systems in use today in large parts of
the world. The cult of the Canaanites was preserved
in the memory of the biblical writers and was per-
ceived as the antithesis to the ideal monotheism and
aniconic cult that they advocated. For this reason
any new Canaanite temple attracts much interest
among scholars engaged with the ‘Archaeology of
Cult’ (see, for example, Kamlah 2012; Kyriakidis
2007; Mazar 1992; Renfrew 1985; Verhoeven 2002)
as well as biblical scholars (see, for example, Alpert
Nakhai 2001; Keel and Uehlinger 1998; Smith 2001;
Zevit 2001). Over the years Middle and Late Bronze
Age temples have been uncovered at a number of
sites, but they are quite rare in the archaeological
record. In this article we present a new temple uncov-
ered in recent years at Tel Lachish (Figs 1–2).
During 2013–2017 renewed excavations were con-

ducted at the site of Tel Lachish (Tell ed-Duweir) by
The Fourth Expedition to Lachish, under the co-direc-
tion of Yosef Garfinkel of the Institute of Archaeology,

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and Michael
G. Hasel and Martin G. Klingbeil of the Institute of
Archaeology, Southern Adventist University, USA
(Garfinkel et al. 2013).1 One of the main finds uncov-
ered by this expedition is a Canaanite temple attributed
to Level VI, representing the last Canaanite city at
Lachish, that existed during most of the 12th century
BCE until around 1130 BCE, when the city was
destroyed in a large conflagration followed by lengthy
abandonment until the foundation of the Judean city
of Level V. The temple was found in Area BB in the
north-eastern corner of the mound — hence the name
given to it here, The North-East Temple.

The temple plan
The North-East Temple is a free-standing structure
that faces the northern slope of the mound. Over the
years, the northern edge of the temple has been com-
pletely eroded by this slope. Moreover, in this area
of the site there is also a moderate slope to the east
that has significantly damaged the eastern half of the
building. While on the temple’s western edge the
walls are sometimes preserved to a height of 1.2 m,
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1The Fourth Expedition to Lachish was conducted in 2013–2017 with a
team of about 110 staff and volunteers each season from more than 18
different countries and from the following consortium institutions: The
Adventist Institute of Advanced Studies (Philippines), Helderberg College
(South Africa), Oakland University (USA, Jon Carroll and Michael Pytlik),
Seoul Jangsin University (Korea, Hoo-Goo Kang), Universidad
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with the Israel Antiquities Authority, the National Parks Authority and the
Israel Exploration Society, and is affiliated with the American Schools of
Oriental Research.
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