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Goddesses from Canaanite Lachish

itaMar WEiSSbEin1, YoSEf GarfinKEl1, MichaEl G. haSEl2 
and Martin G. KlinGbEil2

1The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
2Southern Adventist University

This article presents three plaque figurines from Level VII (13th century BCE) and one 
silver pendant from Level VI (1200–1130 BCE), which were uncovered during the renewed 
excavations at Tel Lachish.

Introduction

During the forth expedition to Lachish, (2013–2016), under the co-direction of 
Yosef Garfinkel, Michael G. Hasel, and Martin G. Klingbeil, remains of the Late 
Bronze Age city were uncovered at the northeast corner of the mound (Area BB; 
Fig. 1). These included parts of dwellings and a possible public building from 
Level VII (13th century BCE), and a large temple and dwellings from Level VI 
(ca. 1200–1130 BCE).1

Three plaque figurines and one pear-shaped silver pendant bearing depictions of 
a naked female goddess were found during these excavations. Two plaque figurines 
were uncovered in a secondary deposition below the floors of a Level VII building, 
and probably date from the 14th to early 13th centuries BCE.2 The third plaque 
figurine was found in an ash layer attributed to Level VII. The silver pendant was 
discovered inside the Level VI temple, which was destroyed along with the entire 
Canaanite city around 1130 BCE.

Northern Syrian type plaque figurine (No. 1) 

Maximum length: 7.8 cm. | maximum width: 4.4 cm. | maximum thickness: 2.3 cm. 
(Locus B1049, Basket B5188)

This object (Fig. 2) was uncovered in a secondary deposition in a construction 
fill below the floors of a Level VII building, in the same context as Figurine No. 
2 (see below). The plaque has an oval shape and its lower edge is damaged. The 
back of the plaque is rounded, and some of the potter’s fingerprints are visible 
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Fig. 1. General plan of Tel Lachish, showing the main structures associated with Levels 
VII and VI (No. 1–4), and the excavation areas of The Fourth Expedition to Lachish 
(Seasons 2013–2016). All of the figurines discussed here were found in Area BB, at the 
northeast corner of the mound. Plan by J. Rosenberg, based on Ussishkin 2004a. 

Fosse 
Temple III 
(Level VII) Acropolis Temple 

(Level VI)

North-East Temple 
(Level VI)

Pillared building 
(Level VI)

on it. The front is relatively flat and in its center is a figure of a nude female, 
depicted in raised relief. The figure is slightly worn and its feet are broken off. 
Around the edges of the plaque there is a groove that was probably made by the 
edges of an open mould.
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Above the figure’s head is a flat headdress, or a stylized coiffure, shown as 
a horizontal cylinder. In the middle of the forehead is a rounded protrusion that 
possibly represents a medallion hanging from the headdress. The hair is short in 
a ‘bob’-style cut that covers the ears. The hair was gathered into three strands on 
either side of the head, but is only visible on the right side. The facial features are 
worn, but it is possible to discern large almond-shaped eyes, a large nose, and 
rounded cheeks that form a fold line at the sides of the mouth, giving the figurine 
an ‘archaic smile’. The neck is long and narrow with a protrusion that possibly 
represents a pendant. The figure’s hands support the breasts. In the center of the 
plaque there is a break that damaged the genitalia and the upper part of the legs, the 
general shape of which are clear, except for the feet that are missing. The figurine 
is made of orange clay with a slightly grey core. A white substance is visible in 
several places on the surface of the figurine, possibly the remains of white slip.3

This figurine should be included among a small group of plaque figurines 
of a northern Syrian type that have been found in the southern Levant. The 
first example from this region to be identified as such was found at Akko, in 
a context dated to the 14th–13th centuries BCE, and was published by Conrad 
(1985). Subsequently, a figurine of this type was found at Tell es-Safi/Gath 
(Maeir 2003, 2012: 17), and its excavator then identified two more figurines from 
earlier excavations as belonging to the same group: a figurine from the Bliss and 
Macalister excavation at Tell es-Safi (Bliss and Macalister 1902: Pl. 67: 16S), 
and a figurine that was found on the surface at Tel Harasim (Maeir 2003: 202; 

Fig. 2. Northern Syrian-type plaque figurine (No.1; Photo by A. Karasik, Israel 
Antiquities Authority).
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Givon 2002: 24; Givon 1991: 24, Pl.7: 2). More recently, a plaque of this type 
was found at Azekah (Oeming, et al. 2016: 208–10) and at Tel Burna in a cultic 
context dated to the 13th century BCE (Sharp, McKinny and Shai 2015: 65–7). 

We suggest that eleven more figurines found during previous excavations be 
added to this corpus. Two have a preserved head and torso, adding to the certainty 
of their association with the group: the first is from Ussishkin’s excavation at 
Lachish, found in Area S, Level S3 and dated to the second half of the 14th century 
BCE (Kletter 2004: Fig.23: 53: 2).4 The second is a figurine from Tell el Ajjul 
(Petrie 1933: Pls. XVI: 45, XVII). Nine additional figurines seem to belong to 
this northern Syrian type, but because their heads are missing the association 
is less certain. They include: two more figurines from Lachish5 (Kletter 2004: 
Fig.23.53: 5–6); two from Ashdod6 (Dothan 1971: 83, Fig. 35: 9, Pl.XXXI: 11; 
Dothan and Freedman 1967: 111, Fig. 35: 4, Pl.XVII: 10); two from Tell Jemmeh 
(Petrie 1928: Pl. XXXV: 1–2); one from Ashkelon (Press 2012:75, No.68); one 
from Beth-Shemesh (Grant & Wright 1938: Pl.LI: 25); and one from Horvat Socoh 
(Ganor 2011). The earliest were found in 14th century BCE contexts at Lachish and 
Ashdod. In the 13th century BCE, they were still in cultic use at Tel Burna, and they 
may even have been used in the first half of the 12th century BCE, as the figurine 
found in Lachish Level VI suggests (Kletter 2004: 1572–1573, Fig.23.53: 6).

The northern Syrian type figurines found in the southern Levant have several 
characteristics in common: 

1) A flat headdress and a medallion hanging above the center of the forehead;
2) A ‘bob’-style haircut that covers the ears and is gathered into three strands on

each side;
3) Almond-shaped eyes that, in the better-preserved cases, have grooves that

emphasize the eyelids and eyebrows;
4) A long narrow neck with a circular pendant; 
5) Hands with bracelets, supporting the breasts; and 
6) Legs positioned close to each other with a subtly emphasized pelvis.
These figurines are found throughout the Late Bronze Age in northern Syria,

mainly in the area of the Orontes and the upper reaches of the Euphrates, at sites 
like Emar (Finkbeiner 2001: Taf. 8b–c), Alalakh (Woolley 1955: 246–247, Pl. LVI: 
a–d, Pl. LVIII: a–b), Tall Munbaqa (Czichon and Werner 1998: Taf.155–163, 221–
226), Tell Hadidi (Dornemann 1977), and Umm el-Marra (Curvers, Schwartz and 
Dunham 1997, Conrad 1985).

Two explanations have been given to explain the appearance of northern Syrian 
type figurines in the southern Levant. Conrad (1985: 23), discussing the figurine 
from Akko, suggested that it was brought from the trade centers of northern Syria 
via commercial interactions. Maeir accepts Conrad’s explanation for the Akko 
figurine, but notes that it is not appropriate for figurines that were found in the 
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Judean foothills (Shephelah), or at sites further inland that contain no evidence for 
“special commercial connections with northern Syria” (Maeir 2003: 203). Maeir 
explains the presence of those figurines as evidence for ongoing cultural connections 
between foreign (non-Canaanite) populations, specifically in the kingdom of Gath, 
and their northern Syrian places of origin. The existence of such a foreign ethnic 
group in Gath is attested by the Indo-European name of Šuwardata, the king of 
Gath in the el-Amarna correspondence (Maeir 2003: 203–204, 2012: 17–18).

However, Indo-European names are also known from other sites in the southern 
Levant, including at Megiddo and Taanach where this type of figurine has not 
been found (Na’aman 1994; Lipinski 2016). Furthermore, these northern Syrian 
figurines seem to be very limited, both in number and form, in the southern 
Levant, while in their original northern contexts they appear in a number of 
different variants, having different types of necklaces, haircuts and headdresses, 
presentations of the pubic triangle, and coming in a variety of sizes (Czichon and 
Werner 1998: Taf.155: 4011, 158: 4064, 4070, 161: 4094). In addition, in northern 
Syria such nude female figurines were not found only as plaque figurines, but 
were also applied to pottery vessels (Czichon and Werner 1998: Taf.224: 4083, 
4084, 4086). Especially notable is a cult stand (or ‘brazier’) that was found in a 
temple at Alalakh (Woolley 1955: 246–247, Pl. LVIII: a–b). This indicates that 
this type of female figurine had a more central place in the culture of northern 
Syria than their sporadic appearances in the kingdom of Gath, and the southern 
Levant in general, would allow.

In our opinion, the rather limited distribution of the figurines in the Shephelah 
and along the southern coast, their quite homogeneous form, and the limited 
number of examples could be explained by suggesting the presence of only a 
few moulds of northern Syrian origin in some sites of this region.7 From these, 
a small number of figurines were made and distributed.8 This is can be attested 
by provenance tests that were conducted on the figurine from Tell es-Safi and 
Azekah, which identified that they were locally made (Maeir 2012: 17–18; Ben-
Shlomo 2012: 400; Oeming et al. 2016: 209–210). The few Syrian moulds (or 
figurines) most probably arrived as a by-product of trade, and not via ongoing 
cultural relations.

There is not enough information currently available to suggest which specific 
site was the center of manufacture and distribution of the northern Syrian type 
figurines found in the Shephelah. Up to this point, the largest number (i.e. four) 
have been identified at Lachish, where two clay moulds were found during the 
British excavations. One mould was discovered on the surface of the tel, and 
depicts a figure with clear similarities to the figurines under discussion, but also 
with a few differences such as (possibly) horns on top of the head (Tufnell 1958: 
90, Pl. 48.1–3). This is not the mould from which any known figurines were made. 
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The second mould was uncovered in the potter’s workshop (Cave 4034) not 
far from Area BB of the Fourth Expedition to Lachish. Although this mould is 
too worn to discern which figurines were made from it, it was made of local clay 
(Tufnell 1958: 90, Pl. 49.2; Margill and Middleton 2004: 2545–2546).

The female figure that appears on plaque No. 1 bears no clear divine attributes. 
The question of the identity of such figures was addressed by Tadmor who suggested, 
on the basis of clay and limestone figurines from Egypt and the Gaza strip, that the 
females were mortal women lying on beds, known in Egypt as ‘concubine’ figurines, 
where the beds are represented by the plaques. In Egypt these were related to funerary 
and popular female fertility/childbirth cults (Tadmor 1982: 6–10; Tadmor 1996: 
290–293). Contra to Tadmor, Keel and Uehlinger suggested that the women were 
intended to represent goddesses. They pointed out that naked female figures continue 
a Canaanite iconographic tradition of depicting nude goddesses, which was already 
known from local Middle Bronze Age scarabs.9 They also observed that the shapes of 
most plaques did not resemble beds, and that the extended oval shape is identical to 
plaques that depict divine figures of the so-called ‘Qudshu’ or ‘Qedeshet’ type. Keel 
and Uehlinger further rejected the association of such plaques with a funerary cult, 
since the clear majority of them were found in living quarters. They suggested that 
the figure on the plaques, although not bearing the more obvious divine attributes 
of the ‘Qudshu’ type, also depicts goddesses: ‘the goddess as a woman’ (Keel and 
Uehlinger 1998: 99). In their opinion, the plaques were used as objects of a female 
household cult (op.cit. 100, 105–108). We personally agree with Keel and Uehlinger. 
The shape of the plaque from Lachish bears no resemblance to a bed; it is oval and 
its back is rounded; and it was not found in a burial context, but in the living area of 
the city (albeit in a construction fill).

Plaque Figurine (No. 2)

Maximum length: 6 cm. | maximum width: 4.7 cm. | maximum thickness: 2.2 cm. 
(Locus B1012, Basket B5079).

This plaque figurine (Fig. 3) was found in the same context as figurine No.1: a 
secondary deposition in a construction fill attributed to Level VII at Lachish. The 
plaque is broken and only its central part was uncovered. The back of the plaque 
is rounded and its front is flat. On its upper part the legs and pubic triangle of a 
nude female are depicted in raised relief. There are grooves close to the edges of 
the plaque. The figurine is made of orange clay with a few small grey inclusions, 
and its core is greyish. Because of its fragmentary state it is impossible to attribute 
the figurine to a specific type, but it is evident that the figure does not hold the long 
lotus (or papyrus) stems that are common in the typical ‘Qudshu’ type (Keel and 
Uehlinger 1998: 66; Cornelius 2004:52–54, Cat. 5.31–5.61a).
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Fig. 3. Plaque figurine No. 2.  (Photo by A. Karasik, Israel Antiquities Authority).

Fig. 4. Plaque figurine No. 3, with female head and Hathor coiffure (Photo by A. Karasik, 
Israel Antiquities Authority).
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Plaque figurine with female head and Hathor coiffure (No. 3)
Maximum length: 5.7 cm.| maximum width: 6.2 cm. | maximum thickness: 2.4 cm. 
(Locus B1543, Basket B6366).
A fragment of the top part of a plaque figurine (Fig. 4) was found in an ash 
layer, beside an installation in what was possibly an open courtyard that has been 
attributed to Level VII. The figurine itself has a grey-yellowish color, probably 
derived from the ash. The top edge of the plaque is oval and the back is rounded. 
On its front is a depiction of a female head.

The figure has a typical Hathor coiffure, with the center parting above the 
forehead and the two curls, of which only that on the figure’s right has been 
preserved. The face has an inverted triangular shape that is flanked by exposed 
ears. The facial features are quite clear and dominated by large eyes. Around the 
eyes there are ridges that mark the eyelids and eyebrows. The mouth and lips are 
depicted by three parallel horizontal lines below the nose.

In many examples of plaque figurines (and pendants) of a goddess with a Hathor 
coiffure, the arms are outstretched to the side, holding lotus flowers with long 
stems.10 Although the body has not been preserved on this plaque, it seems that the 
figure does not hold such flowers, because there is not enough space to the side of 
the figure for outstretched arms. Moreover, if a lotus flower had been depicted, one 
would expect that it would be visible on the existing fragment, next to the head.

A very close parallel to this figurine was found at Gezer, which might even have 
been made from the same mould (Macalister 1912a: Fig.500, Israel Antiquities 
Authority No. P-15). The figure depicted on the Gezer plaque holds its breasts 
with two hands, combining a more typically Levantine posture (as in figurine No.1 
above) with Egyptian influence, as demonstrated by the hairstyle.

Pear-shaped silver pendant (No. 4)
Upper part of the pendant: maximum length: 3.2 cm. | maximum width: 3.4 cm. Lower 
part of the pendant: maximum length: 2.5 cm. | maximum width: 2.8 cm. Estimated 
overall measurements: maximum length: ~7 cm. | maximum width: ~4.5–5 cm.  
(Locus B1155, Basket B5824).
Three fragments of a silver sheet pendant (Fig. 5) were uncovered in Area BB, 
in a temple attributed to Level VI (1200–1130 BCE). The fragments were found 
together in the eastern part of the main hall of the temple, beside a basin and an 
installation of standing stones. Two fragments could be joined, and together form 
the upper part of the pendant, while the third piece constitutes its lower part. 
Although the middle part of the pendant is missing, it clearly has the shape of an 
inverted pear and bears the depiction of a naked goddess. The edges of the pendant 
are decorated with dotted marks, and its top is rolled to form a loop, which would 
allow the object to hang from a cord or thong.
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The right side of the figure’s head is visible in the upper fragments, including a 
Hathor coiffure. Although approximately half of the face has been preserved, there 
are no clear facial features, except for one protrusion that may indicate the nose. 
Part of the pubic triangle is visible on the lower fragment, along with the legs, of 
which only the figure’s right foot has been preserved, pointing outwards.

To the side of the figure’s head is an inverted triangle. Based on parallels it 
seems that this is a schematic representation of a lotus flower or papyrus, and its 
stem is depicted in the lower fragment as two parallel lines next to the figure’s right 
leg. The upper edge of the stem appears somewhat below the flower in the upper 
fragment. One vertical line appears next to the figure’s left leg, and this seems to 
be part of a second stem. When compared to similar objects the silver pendant 
from Lachish is of poor quality. Other than the hair, which was formed by simple 
repoussé, the depiction was produced mainly by engraved lines. The proportions 
of the figure are incorrect: the legs are too short in relation to the head, and the left 
foot is too wide and long. This pendant seems to be a rather careless version of a 
type of pendant that Negbi called ‘pictorial Qudshu’ (Negbi 1976: 99–101), one 
pendant type that depicts a ‘naked goddess’, found at various sites in the Levant 
and date to the Late Bronze Age.

The ‘pictorial Qudshu’ type dates mainly to the Late Bronze Age II, shows a 
naked goddess with a Hathor coiffure holding lotus or papyrus stems, or caprids. In 
some examples the goddess stands on a lion and is accompanied by snakes or astral 

Fig. 5. Pear-shaped silver pendant depicting a figurine (Drawing by O. Dobovsky and 
photo by T. Rogovski).
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motifs (Negbi 1976: 99–103, 191). Negbi identified six pendants of this type: four 
from Minet el-Beida (14th-13th century BCE) made of gold sheets and done by 
repoussé; one from Akko’s ‘Persian garden’ (early 14th century BCE) made of cast 
bronze; and a cast silver example with a gilded figure from Zincirli, which was 
found in an Iron Age context (Negbi 1976: 191, Nos. 1697–1702; Cornelius 2012; 
Ben-Arieh and Edelstein1977: 29, Pl. VI: 1–2). A further two pendants can now be 
added: one of gold sheet made by repoussé from the Ulu-Burun shipwreck, of the 
late 14th–early 13th century BCE (Bass, Pulak, Collon and Weinstein 1989: 2–5, 
29); and a pendant from Enkomi dated to late 13th–early 12th century BCE. The 
Enkomi pendant, like the example from Lachish discussed here, is made of a silver 
sheet with a figure of simple engraved lines, but was partly gilded (Dikaios 1971: 
696; Dikaios 1969: Pls. 131: 30, 145: 3, 161: 74b).

The name ‘Qudshu’ or ‘Qedeshet’, which is often attributed in scholarly literature 
to that kind of depiction of a goddess described above, derives from her appearance 
on Egyptian stelae from the New Kingdom period. On such stelae she is typically 
accompanied by inscriptions that refer to her as qdš,11 an epithet that means ‘holiness’ 
or ‘sacred’.12 In Egypt, Qudshu was related to the Canaanites goddesses Astarte and 
Anath, and on one stele is named Qudshu-Astarte-Anath, suggesting a kind of triune 
goddess, or at least that this figure was used to represent a variety of Canaanite 
goddesses in Egypt (Ziffer, Bunimovitz and Lederman 2009; Keel and Uehlinger 
1998: 66; Ben Arieh 1983: 76; Clamer 2004: 1318–1320; Tadmor 1982: 9 ; Cornelius 
2004: 84, Cat. 5.16).

Keel and Uehlinger argued that the naked ‘Qudshu’ is a late, Egyptian-style 
version of a naked Canaanite goddess that was depicted on local scarabs by 
at least the Middle Bronze Age IIB. Those figures were often accompanied by 
vegetation, and have been termed the ‘branch goddess’ (Keel and Uehlinger 
1998: 26–29).13 Later, at the end of the Middle Bronze Age II and the beginning 
of the Late Bronze Age I, the goddess began to appear on gold pendants,14 

where only the head (with a Hathor hairstyle), breasts, navel, and an 
emphasized pubic triangle are depicted. On some of these pendants a branch or a 
tree grows from the pubic triangle (Keel and Uehlinger 1998: 54, Ziffer 2010: 
413). On the Egyptian-style ‘Qudshu’, the branch from the earlier depictions 
was Egyptianized onto a lotus flower or papyrus, and the goddess was 
adorned with attributes of the Egyptian goddess Hathor, a goddess of love and 
beauty, most notably her typical hairstyle (Keel and Uehlinger 1998: 54, 66–
70).

One of the most elaborate versions of the ‘Qudshu’ type goddess was also 
found at Lachish. This remarkable gold plaque from the acropolis temple, also 
attributed to Level VI, depicts the goddess with a stylized atef-crown and the 
Hathor coiffure shown in profile. She is depicted standing on a horse, and in her 
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hands holds two large lotus flowers. Keel and Uehlinger noted that the crown and 
the horse are attributes of the warlike goddess Anath (Keel and Uehlinger 1998: 
66–68; Clamer 2004: 1314–1320).

The naked goddess that appears on this silver pendant is also of the ‘Qudshu’ 
type. Her association with vegetation, nakedness, and Hathor coiffure all identify 
her as a fertility goddess, probably one of the Canaanite goddesses associated with 
fertility, such as Asherah, Astarte or Anath.

Conclusion

These four objects all show a naked goddess, depicted in various ways. On the 
one hand, plaque figurine No. 1 belongs to a northern Syrian type that is rare 
in the southern Levant. Its appearance at Lachish, along with other sites in the 
region such as Tell es- Safi/Gath and Tel Burna, testifies to the trade network in 
the heyday of the Late Bronze Age (14th–13th century BCE). This was a period in 
which merchants from northern Syria, and many other places, passed through the 
Shephelah as part of a ‘global’ economic network. The Syrian figurines that found 
their way to the Shephelah were almost certainly a by-product of that network. From 
these or from imported moulds ‘Syrian’ figurines were cast locally. At Lachish, 
and other sites, they were incorporated into local household and popular cults 
relating to fertility and childbirth. Thus they were likely identified as depictions 
of local fertility goddesses, such as Astarte or Asherah.

On the other hand, the silver pendant (No. 4) found in the northeast temple 
of Level VI demonstrates a strong Egyptian influence. This figure is of the so-
called ‘Qudshu’ type, an Egyptianized ‘standard’ means of depicting a Canaanite 
goddess. The pendant dates to the 20th dynasty, which was a time when Egypt had 
strengthened its influence over Canaan. This influence is particularly noticeable 
in Level VI at Lachish, as is apparent from many finds and features. These 
include the gold plaque with its ‘Qudshu’ type goddess (Clamer 2004: 1314- 
1320), anthropoid coffins (Tuffnell 1958: 131–132, 248–249, Pl.45: 1–3, Pl. 46), 
hieratic inscriptions on local bowls (Tuffnell 1958: 132, Pl.47: 1–5; Sweeney 
2004), the Egyptian-style architecture of the acropolis temple (Ussishkin 2004b: 
261–267), and dietary habits (Koch 2014).

Such Egyptian influence is also clearly visible on the plaque figurine that has a 
female head with a Hathor coiffure (No. 3). The hairstyle, which also appears on the 
pendant, is an attribute of that Egyptian goddess, and was adopted by Canaanites 
to present their local goddesses as sharing some of Hathor’s characteristics. The 
goddesses most probably referenced here are Asherah, Astarte and Anath. If 
the correlation of plaque No. 3 with its close parallel from Gezer is sound, then 
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it would have depicted a goddess with the Hathor coiffure who also holds her 
breasts. Mixing an Egyptian coiffure with a posture that was rooted in Canaanite 
culture from at least the Middle Bronze Age seems to have been a more popular 
representation of the goddess than the standard ‘Qudshu’ type.

Notes
1. For the dating of Levels VII and VI, see Ussishkin 2004a: Table 3.3.
2. The figurine could have come from levels that are parallel to local-Levels S1-S3, known 

from Ussishkin’s excavations at area S (14th century BCE), or from the early days of 
Level VII (13th century), in the construction fill of the building.

3. White slip is found to the left of the head and the left hand, and between the hands and the 
body. Remains of white slip were also found on a northern Syria type figurine that was 
found at Tell es-Safi/Gath (Maeir 2003: 201).

4. For the dating of Level S3, see Ussishkin 2004a: 59.
5. The figurines were found in Area S. One was found (Fig.23.53: 5) in a construction fill of 

Level VI, and the second was found (Fig.23.53: 6) in the central hall of the pillared 
building of Level VI (Kletter 2004: 1572–1573).

6. One was found in an 11th century BCE pit in Area C (Dothan and Freedman 1967: 108). 
The second was found in Area B, in local Level 4 (Stratum XVII), dating to the beginning of 
LBII (Dothan 1971: 79–83, Fig. 35: 9).

7. It could also be that the local potters cast clay moulds from a few figurines imported 
from Syria.

8. The ‘Revadim’-type figurines are another example of the distribution of a unique type in 
the Shephelah. In this case, the figurines were crafted from a few moulds that were 
probably made locally (Sharp, McKinny and Shai 2015; Ornan 2007).

9. The so-called ‘branch goddess’. Examples of scarabs that depict this type of goddess were 
also found at Lachish (Tufnell 1958: Pl.30: 11, 47 / 32: 99)

10.Lachish (Tufnell, Inga, Harding 1940: Pl.XXVIII: 6; Tufnell 1958: Pl.49.5); Tel Batash 
(Mazar 2006: 251- 253); Tel Harasim (Givon 2002); Gezer (Macalister 1912b: Pl. CCXX: 
12, 20, 22, Pl. CCXXI: 3,12); and Tell Beit Mirsim (Albright 1938: Pl. 25: 1–5, 26: 1,3,5).

11.The term qdš usually appears as ‘Qudshu’ in scholarly literature, but also as ‘Qadesh’ and 
‘Qedeshet’ (Cornelius 2004: 61, 83–85).

12.Clamer notes that qdš appears in Ugaritic texts as an epithet for Asherah (Clamer 2004: 
1318–1319).

13.  See footnote no. 8.
14.  Pendants of that type are known from sites as Tel el-’Ajjul, Megiddo, Ugarit, and in two 

(quite poorly made) examples from the Fosse Temple at Lachish (Negbi 1976: 98–99; 
Tufnell, Inga and Harding 1940: Pl. XXVI: 4–5). 
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