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evidence of monumental, state-level construction. Khirbet Qeiyafa was clearly 
a well-planned, fortified city and not a rural settlement. Its inscription may 
suggest judicial concerns and may even imply a judicial system of some kind. 
Khirbet Qeiyafa and its inscription will no doubt be the subject of further study 
and debate by scholars working in a variety of fields, and those working in Old 
Testament and/or Near Eastern archaeology will want to be familiar with this 
important new volume.

Ralph K. Hawkins 
Kentucky Christian University
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The impact of warfare on society and culture in the ancient Near East was felt 
for millennia. Israel Ephʿal in this volume, translated from the original He-
brew with an update on sources, addresses siege tactics and its consequences 
through the reign of Alexander the Great. In the preface and introductions, the 
author specifically states that he has limited his work to the original sources 
and purposefully refrains from scholarly theoretical discussions on the subject. 
On p. 3, he states that “to date there has only been a limited discussion on the 
phenomenon of siege warfare in the ancient Near East” and cites the works 
by Waschow and Yadin and an article by Oppenheim. It should be pointed 
out that in the last decade that picture has changed significantly. Ephʿal does 
not interact with several important and comprehensive studies (Walter Meyer, 
Politik und Kriegskunst des Assyrer [Münster: Ugarit-Verlag, 1995]; Paul Bentley 
Kern, Ancient Siege Warfare [Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1999]; Dag 
Oredsson, Moats in Ancient Palestine [Stockholm: Almqvist & Wiksell, 2000]; 
my Military Practice and Polemic: Israel’s Laws of Warfare in Near Eastern Perspec-
tive [Berrien Springs, MI: Andrews University Press, 2005]; William J. Hamb-
lin, Warfare in the Ancient Near East to 1600 bc [London: Routledge, 2006]; and 
most recently Fabrice de Backer, “Some Basic Tactics of Neo-Assyrian Warfare,” 
Ugarit-Forschungen 39 [2007]: 69–116).

In ch. 2, the author gives a description of the literary sources. He devotes 
fewer than two pages to biblical sources, citing two scholars and dismissing 
the laws of warfare in Deut 20–24 as “theoretical and never carried out in 
practice” based on 2 Kgs 3:19 (p. 15; but see my “The Destruction of Trees in 
the Moabite Campaign of 2 Kgs 3:4–27: A Study in the Laws of Warfare,” AUSS 
40 [2002]: 197–206; and my Military Practice and Polemic, 129–37, for a different 
interpretation). The majority of the chapter is devoted to the Mesopotamian 
sources, his area of specialty, before describing the archaeological evidence for 
siege warfare. There, he focuses on the evidence for Sennacherib’s siege at the 
city of Lachish, Nebuchadnezzar and Alexander’s siege of Tyre, Old Paphos 
(Kouklia) in Cyprus, Nineveh, and Ashdod (Stratum 3b). Tell es-Safi/Gath 
should also be added to this list of cities because excavators have now found 
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evidence for a siege trench (see Aren Maier, “The Historical Background and 
Dating of Amos vi 2: An Archaeological Perspective from Tell es-Sâfī/Gath,” 
VT 54 [2004]: 319–34). Ephʿal concludes that the mass burials at Lachish may 
have been unrelated directly to the battle but were more indicative of famine 
or disease (p. 34).

Military aspects, specifically the tactics of siege warfare, are the focus of 
ch. 3. The blockade that may have included negotiation, famine, thirst, and epi-
demics is discussed within the context of the original sources. This is followed 
by an analysis of ways to break through city walls by the use of assault ladders, 
tunnels, breaching, siege towers and engines, and artillery. There, the author 
provides a thorough description of the Mesopotamian evidence in relationship 
to the biblical sources. He explains in detail the construction of siege ramps in 
particular connection with Lachish where the textual and pictorial sources can 
be compared with the archaeological evidence at the site itself.

Chapter 4 deals with legal and economic aspects such as the impact of 
siege on the prices of goods (grain, barley) and the sale of children, slaves, and 
property. The author restricts his analysis to the Babylonian siege documents 
published by Oppenheim and texts from Emar. In both cases, he demonstrates 
that prices of goods increased during times of siege while property values 
decreased.

In ch. 5, Ephʿal outlines some of the social and religious aspects of warfare. 
The custom of child sacrifice in times of adversity receives specific analysis. 
Examples from Phoenicia, Carthage, Ugarit, and Egypt are cited to support 
the conclusion that child sacrifice “was customary in times of adversity, and 
probably even on a regular basis” (p. 158). It was also common to appeal to 
the gods during these times of duress. The author concludes his study with 
the treatment of the wounded and slaves. The volume ends rather abruptly 
without drawing any overarching conclusions or implications.

The strength of this volume lies in the outstanding coverage of Mesopo-
tamian sources in comparison to biblical texts. Here the author demonstrates 
his expertise with the sources, both literary and nonliterary. Other important 
areas, such as Egyptian, Hittite, or Persian military tactics, only receive a cur-
sory mention when applicable to a particular practice where data is garnered 
from a wider field of inquiry. Parallels to the earlier historical books of the 
Bible (Pentateuch through Samuel) are not covered as extensively, and most 
lines of evidence seem to derive largely from first-millennium sources (with 
the exception of Emar in ch. 4). Little revision and updating occurred since the 
Hebrew edition appeared in 1996. Nevertheless, this book serves as an excel-
lent overview of siege practices and their result as seen from the biblical and 
Mesopotamian perspective.
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