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Meeting Minutes:
Wednesday, February 11, 8:00 pm Southern Shoppe, Bietz 1st Floor
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I. Worship –Tiffany Mogaka
a. The reason you do something is just as important as the thing that you do.
II. New Senator – Asher LeVos
a. In Bylaws Committee
III. Committee Updates
a. Bear Committee- Same stuff as last two weeks. In contact with Evan for Instagram account. Next week we have 2-3 events including Preview Southern.
b. Bylaws – Met with candidates for President, Vice President, and SVP last night concerning elections. Looking forward to good process the rest of this semester.
c. Finance & Scholarship Committee- Friday, February 13th is the deadline for club appropriations, and the committee will meet to distribute them. 5 new clubs as well as 36 returning have applied as of now. 
Scholarship deadline for International and Leadership scholarships is February 28th. Repost on Instagram!	
d. International Student Committee - 2 weeks ago was our Welcome back party. We had around 40 people. We had some giveaways; we are planning for the last 2 events of the school year. For the Chattanooga FC game, as well as the last big gathering as a sabbath sunset and game night!
e. Social Committee- Met last week where we discussed our pop-up that was today. Huge success, we talked about our next event which will be a spelling bee.
IV. Project Proposal – Tifanny Mogaka
Project Summary
This proposal seeks Senate’s financial undertaking of the Beverage Station located in the Student Shoppe study area for the remainder of the Winter semester. The station provides hot beverages and related supplies that are widely used by students daily.
Background and Need
Currently, Joey Tolbert has been personally financing and maintaining the Beverage Station, including the purchase of drinks and disposable supplies. The station is frequently used by students who study in the Shoppe throughout the week, making it a valued and consistent resource for the student body.
Given the high level of student use it is appropriate, as per request, for Senate to assume responsibility for funding the Beverage Station for the remainder of the semester, as per approval of constituents, of course.

Proposal Details
Senate would finance the restocking of hot beverages and necessary supplies for the Beverage Station located in the Student Shoppe study area.
Supplies include, but are not limited to:
· Tea selections
· Hot chocolate
· Apple cider
· Disposable cups and lids
· Sugar and honey
· Napkins
Some inventory is already available, including approximately 600 disposable cups and a surplus of wooden stir sticks. Purchases are typically made through Food City, Walmart, Amazon, or Sam’s Club.

Implementation Method
Funding may be distributed through one of the following methods:
· Ms. Tolbert submits receipts for reimbursement through Senate, or
· Purchases are made directly through Senate, in the same manner as funding is provided for other projects.

Estimated Cost 
The estimated cost to maintain the Beverage Station is $100–$125 per month. Based on current usage and historical spending, the total estimated cost for the remainder of the Winter semester is about $275+/-. Costs may vary.
Time Frame If approved, funding would take effect immediately and remain in place through the end of the current Winter semester.
I do not fully know what is to be of this space after this semester. Ms. Tolbert would love to continue this in coming years, even in a different location, however that is still undetermined.
Motion - move to have Senate finance the restocking of beverages and related supplies in the Bietz Student Shoppe study area for the remainder of the Winter semester.
Discussion - Call to Question
V. Giving Day: Priscille Mikala
Permission to Let VP speak (In favor 21: Opposed 0)
What is Giving day? A Two-Day Fundraising event
Giving Day is a fundraising event that brings together alumni, parents, students, employees, and friends of the university to make gifts that directly support students.


The Problem – Students are reluctant to give
Although there were 1,145 donors last year, only 139 were students, highlighting that student participation accounted for just about 5% of the student body

How senate can make an impact - Allocate at least $3,000 from the Projects fund
Students would be able to make a $5 gift to the department or project of their choice without contributing out of pocket, removing a common barrier to participation.

20% Participation rate if 600 students each gave $5
Motion - I move to allocate at least $3,000 from the Projects Fund toward this Giving Day initiative to increase student engagement.
DISCUSSION
Isabella - Could you explain, each student has $5 from their budget. It is not actually their own five-dollars Priscille - Yes that is right. It comes from our budget; students choose where that goes.
Heidi - Is there ways to have one student make sure they won’t come back again. Or have them ask someone specifically to go support again and again.
Priscille - We would have a signup sheet
Asher - Is the amount of $5 set already. Are they able to support something else if they would like.
Priscille - I already spoke with Negron and debating the option between $5 or $10 but we agreed that there would be opportunity for more students to support this way if it were set to $5.
Jacob - The way you stated this, “at least $3,000.” Do you have another number in mind?
Priscille - After speaking with Negron, if there are more students willing to give and be involved in this, we will talk about this further to increase to a certain number that we would have to determined, but for now it might not reach it.
Houston - Point of information. Just to clarify there is a link you can find where each of the departments have their own project. You are proposing that students will have their own link where students could state where they would like that to be allocated.
Heidi - How much is in our project budget Jacob - $13,812.48
Valerie - What is the concern, but what is there reason for raising that student body percentage. I know that giving day
Priscille - because they already have that mindset of philanthropy
Andrew - Would that create a false percentage of donation from students. Wondering if that would be of concern for the statistics.
Priscille - Because SA money is coming directly from the students. They are not taking $5 out of your wallet to give. 
Valerie- What he is saying, would the numbers be skewed?
Priscille – It isn't that they are concerned for their numbers, it is more to get into that habit of giving.

I move to extend the discussion for 1 minute - approved
Andrew - Could it be more effective if it could be more falsifying the statistic for student’s donation. A match for the student dollars.
Point of Information- I remember one year they stated that they would match it. There was a donor that matched any donations that were sent.
Brendan- I feel like students wouldn’t give out of their own pocket and they would be more inclined to give it is not out of their own pocket.

VI. Announcements
a. Scholarships due February 28th 
b. Apply for Senate next year! Interested in being part of the SA Cabinet?
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