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Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, March 25, 8:00 pm Southern Shoppe, Bietz 1st Floor
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I. Worship – Joshua Lohr
a. Think about Fairness. Take advantage of opportunities provided, because they will be inevitable blessings in disguise.
Approval of Agenda (In favor 20: Opposed 0)
II. Birthdays – Senator Heidi Burke
III. Committee Updates
a. Bear Committee- Last week we had a couple of events. This week is Southern preview so admission will be using the bear at high volume.
b. Bylaws – We are still working to fill out the portfolio to pave the way for the next year
c. Finance & Scholarship Committee- Last convocation, 8 scholarships were given to chosen constituents. The last thing on plate is implementing the calculator for distributing club appropriations. We are also filling out the portfolio stating responsibilities of each committee. This way the next senate has the time and layout they should follow
d. International Student Committee- Talking to Grace for the April 4th Sunset Sabbath Event. A week from that will be our volleyball event April 11th.
e. Social Committee- Has our spring event next week on April 1st. Another event towards to end of year.
IV. Project Proposal – Mountain Cottages Senators Lukas Castillo, Brendan Koilpillai, Conrado Tojino Example of Issues
· Parking is only in specific sections of Mountain Cottages (far walk for some in Cottages)
· Some people can’t fit all their clothing in their closet
· Limited space for groceries, especially for those not on meal plan
Possible Solution 1
Communicated with Dean Willis and Daniel Johns. Found that the price to stay in Southern Village is only about $250 more than the dorms
However, Dean Willis stated that reducing the cost of Mountain Cottages (which could be similar pricing to Residence Halls) may create an unfair pricing gap for students living in the dorms that have fewer amenities than Village Apartments

Possible Solution 2
Currently there is storage in Southern Village, but is very limited in its size

Solution: Purchasing storage and installing more parking spaces.

Purchasing storage containers and installing parking are both very expensive 
Example: Chattanooga Containers
Used Containers (about $1000+ less than new ones) 20 ft Containers - $2,350 : 40 ft Standard - $2,900 Free delivery up to 50 miles - $3.50 per mile after 50 miles
Additional Charges may apply for more extensive moves (which maybe the case since the Cottages are on a hill) 

From Share Your Voice Initiative:
The Mountain Cottage Village apartments have less storage, general space, and limited parking that is nearby. As a result, a decreased cost would incentivize people to choose mountain cottages as opposed to the rest of Village Apartments.
*Many students have this concern
Statement for Financial Administration
“The Student Senate of Southern Adventist University request that Financial Administration prioritize finding a solution to two problems that residents of Mountain Cottages currently face: 1) a lack of storage space and 2) parking in close proximity to the apartment complex. Student Senate requests that should there be no immediate solutions to these problems, Financial Administration adjust the rent to reflect that these amenities, present at all other student housing options, are not available to residents of the Mountain Cottages.”
MOTION DISCUSSION
1.	Kalla- I am going to bring up like last time, if we can add upper stateside. We have 0 storage lockers and expenses are high.
Kalla- I move to amend the motion to add “upper stateside”
5 min of discussion on proposed ammendment
Houston- I think that adding too many things to the proposal would take away from what the proposal should focus on
Arianne- I think it would be beneficial to decide about the phrase. Let’s all consider the wording used.
Adrian – we are asking about amend the proposal. " I move to send a statement to Financial Administration to prioritize finding a solution to two problems that residents of Mountain Cottages and upper stateside face currently face: 1)a lack of storage space and 2) parking in close proximity to the apartment complex. Student Senate requests that should there be no immediate solutions to these problems, Financial Administration adjust the rent to reflect that these amenities, present at all other student housing options, are not available to residents of the Mountain Cottages.”
Tata- I was in storage stateside, I know they provided the option to store in thatcher, I was wondering if that is till the case for this school year.
Kalla- I would appreciate having storage all the way to thatcher.
Houston- Call to question (In favor 15: opposed 5)

DISCUSSION
" I move to send a statement to Financial Administration to prioritize finding a solution to two problems that residents of Mountain Cottages and upper stateside face currently face: 1)a lack of storage space and 2) parking in close proximity to the apartment complex. Student Senate requests that should there be no immediate solutions to these problems, Financial Administration adjust the rent to reflect that these amenities, present at all other student housing options, are not available to residents of the Mountain Cottages.”
In favor 19: Opposed ) 
Call to Question (4:17)

V. Project Proposal - Senator Constituent Fund
Senators Valerie Grajales and Steve Mota
Purpose
This project proposal aims to give senators the opportunity
· to build stronger relationships with their constituents
· be creative in their outreach
· promote greater involvement among the student body.

The goal is to encourage senators to engage with their constituents through small events, activities, or initiatives that foster connection and communication.

What does this look like? COST
We propose creating a Senator-Constituent Fund that would allocate $100 to each senator per semester as a starting budget.

The total amount requested is $2,500 per semester, which would come from the Projects Fund. Starting this semester

Senators would also have the opportunity to request additional funding if their projects or initiative requires more resources, subject to approval. (JAZIEL SOTO)

Additional Info
If any portion of the allocated funds is not used during the semester, the remaining money would return to the Senator–Constituent Fund to be used for future senator initiatives.

Our goal is to establish this initiative as a permanent fund that promotes consistent engagement between senators and their constituents. If the initiative proves successful this semester, we propose that beginning next academic year the Senator–Constituent Fund be formally incorporated into the Student Association (SA) budget.

Motion - “I move to have Senate establish a Senator Constituent Fund.”

DISCUSSION
Houston- There was a pretty positive reception last time we met.

Jacob- We usually have 25 senators. We have access of funds this semester, how do we go about this?

Valerie - we will just have this in the budget and plan to provide it in case for the senators who may have more constituents or want to ask for more and be creative.

Tata - Is this for each school year or per semester? 

Valerie-this is for each semester

Asher - I think this is good use of the senate budget, it provides Prescence among our constituents, beneficial for senate as a whole and something I strongly support.

Jacob- Are you hoping to add this ad a GL, or its own budget. Or something constantly coming from the contingency fund
Valerie-it goes back to its own budget and not to its.
	
Derek- Don't we have to change bylaws for this?

Valerie- Yes, and as soon as this is voted, we will go through the whole process, this is just a trial, startup plan, if they want to request more we can make it bigger

Isabella- What happens to the constituents of the senators. Where do they go and how do we make it so that we make space for them to feel included.

Point of information- they will be assigned to some their senators 

Call to question: approved
Motion - “I move to have Senate establish a Senator Constituent Fund.”
In favor 21:Opposed 0 MOTION PASSED
VI. Project Proposal – New Machines for Hulsey
Senators Adrian Mego, Brandon Koilpillai, Conrado Tojino
Purpose
· Collect data about exercise equipment use at Hulsey Wellness Center
· Decide which equipment should be added or removed
· Purchase or sell the appropriate equipment
Data Highlights
121 Student responses Most used :
1. Free benches
2. Cable Lat Pulldown
3. TreadmillLeast used :
1. Jacob’s Ladder/MDM/arm bike
Adding smith machine: 78% yes, 19% unsure, 3% no
Machines to Attain
· Smith Machine (students’ request)
· Cable station (fully occupied most often)
· Stair master (student’s request; most used when counting low quantity machines)
· Free benches (students’ request; highest usage on form)
Machines to Remove
· Multidirectional Movement Machine (MDM)
· Stationary Bicycles
· Jacob’s Ladder
· Ellipticals
Machines to Attain in the Future
· Pec deck/rear delt machine
· Preacher Curl Machine
· Hip thrust machine
· Leg extension machine

	Machine
	Cost ($)

	Smith Machine
	3167.12

	Free Benches
	699.99

	Cable Row
	1263.00

	Cable Lat Pulldown
	1333.00

	Adjustable Pulley
	2670.00

	Stair Master
	3700.00


Total Cost - $12,833.11 Split Cost with Hulsey = 50% cost: $6,416.56
Hulsey Wellness Center willing to collaborate more than 50% if needed. Prices may come down Update: Now that they sell some machines, would it go to senate.
We agreed to half, and we don’t know how much we can make. If you give me $5,000
Motion - I move to contribute $5,000 of the Senate Project Fund to aid in purchasing the following exercise equipment: smith machine, multifunctional cable station, stair master, and free benches.
DISCUSSION
Isabella - I just want to clarify; we are not removing all the stationary bikes. 
Adrian- not all of them, just moving some to make space for the new machines
Houston- They are more impact for the elders who do use those bike racks. Good to focus on adding equipment and not removing the machines.
Adrian- There aren’t’ that many of who have a membership, and after the research I would maybe count 4.
Arrianne- Just to be clear, Husley is moving the machines. This is to aid in funding to add more machines.
Heidi- When do you think the machines would be brought in and installed. 
Adrian- We could do it this semester, it would just depend on shipping
Valerie- Just to clarify, we are not deciding on the machines, just the money. I work at the Hulsey, the amount that are used are probably 2 or 3.
Ariane Call to Question
Motion - I move to contribute $5,000 of the Senate Project Fund to aid in purchasing the following exercise equipment: smith machine, multifunctional cable station, stair master, and free benches.
(In favor 21: Opposed 1) MOTION PASSED
VII. Project Proposal- Funding the Sexual Abuse Awareness & Prevention Class
Senators Kalla Carballo
Summary
The SAAP class requires students to create awareness and prevention projects for campus. These projects often involve events, educational materials, and outreach initiatives. Historically, Student Senate has funded around $400 for the class. With multiple groups working on projects, current funding limits the impact of these initiatives.
Solution
Increase Student Senate funding for the SAAP class project budget as this increased funding would allow students to create more impactful and visible projects. The best amount would be $800-$1000.
Motion
Increase Student Senate funding for the SAAP class project budget as this increased funding would allow students to create more impactful and visible projects. The best amount would be $800-$1000.
Recurring payment or one-time payment
DISCUSSION
Tata- I was just wondering where the money is coming from. If they would consider a lab fee of 500. Or eProject on campus. To repeat quality and enhancement plan.
Kalla – All I was expressed from Dr Wilder is that there is no lab fee. But she didn’t tell me if we could raise the funds
Jacob- So basically this has been funded in the past.
Kalla-They just said that it is senate who ususally supports for this project. Jacob- Is that something that was proposal or in the budget.
Negron-This class has made this request every year. It is just the offset the cost of student projects.
Heidi- If Senate is funding this, then this has to be for the well-being of our constituents. Can you address how this benefits the student body?
Kalla- We have worships in Talge for student body. My group is focusing on prevention on rape. There are different topics for each group, we were doing Tuesday night worship, on the promenade and this is what most of the funding would go to. To be fully transparent, $400 would not be enough for all 6 groups. We have different activities across campus.
Call to Question
Motion “ I move for Senate to allocate $1,000 to support the Sexual Abuse Awareness &Prevention class projects for the current semester.”
(In favor 19: Opposed 3) MOTION PASSED
VIII. Project Proposal – Donation Bins in Dorms
Senators Heidi Burke
Summary
Senate will put a donation bin in Talge, Thatcher, and Thatcher South at the end of the year

Problem
When moving out, students often leave clothes and textbooks all over the dorms. Many of these are thrown away or ruined.

Solution
Senate places a donation bin in each of the dorms so students can donate unwanted items. Senator Heidi monitors boxes to ensure they are kept neat.

Explanation
-Textbooks will be given to McKee Library.
-Current textbooks will be added to the ‘Reserved’ section.
-Old textbooks will be sold at the library’s book sale, with profits going towards student worker scholarships.
-Clothes and other items will be taken to the Samaritan Center or another comparable thrift store.

Cost: ITS FREE!

Implementation
Bins will be placed in dorms by Monday, May 4th. Bins will be removed from dorms by Friday, May 8th.
Endorsers
Dean Hall, Deyse Bravo, and Janessa Newton
Motion I move to approve Senate putting a donation box in each of the three dorm lobbies.
DISCUSSION
This is my first year out of the dorm, and I remember that the Samaritan center bring a truck for this. Will this also help with that?
Heidi- My biggest thing is that we need additional help getting it. Very much in accordance with this!
Derek- I think it would be convenient if we took the boxes a week later. I just assumed they might not leave right after graduation. But I can see how this could be complicated for the RA’s
Heidi- If anyone is planning to stay an extra week and let us know. We can do that yes.
Arriane- I think it would be beneficial to ease the load. You are doing great! 
Heidi- This is a one-time thing.
Asher- If we could make it amended to be a reoccurring and sponsored by senate.
Heidi- I have no opposition to that, but I will not be a senator next year. And they can definitely find someone who could take this on.
Kalla- How do we control putting microwaves.
Heidi- I will clearly label it, take the bin. I am hoping that it will be locked.
Call to question
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