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Meeting Minutes:
Emergency Meeting
Wednesday April 15, 8:00 pm Southern Shoppe, Bietz 1st Floor
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I. Devotional – Senator Conrado Tojido
a. Isaiah 6:8
II. SA Budget Proposal 2026-2027 – Henry Valderrama
[image: ]This QR Code holds all the information discussed and plans for what the budget overview will look like! You can also follow this link below :)
SA Adjusted Budget (26-27).xlsx


Things Covered!
· Budget Overview
· Revenue – 2522 Students x 153 Fee = $385,866
· Key Costs – Culmination of expenses in all SA Branches
· Salary Breakdown
· Administrative budget
· Yearbook Editor CONFIRMED 
· SA spent $7,000 & New Vision for Deep Sabbath from Naomi
· SA spent $6,000 on clubs
· Stronger campus presence & Student engagement with stronger Smile Initiatives
· 423 Night is the most anticipated event of the year
· Food prices are increasing!
· Social Budget
· Welcome Back Party increased by $4290(entertainment, food trucks, designs, cash incentive)
· Fall festival increased by $750
· Christmas party will NOT exist, funds moved to Talent Show
· Winter party decreased by $1,650, extra money allocated towards Banquet
· Banquet increased by $4,479 huge vision from Ruthie (Elected Social VP)
· Advertising will NOT exist for Social, handled by Comms allocated to Banquet
· Senate Budget
· Projects increased by $3,000

· Senate outing increased by $1,600
· Accent Budget
· Advertising & Sales decreased by $5,500 due to inactivity in advertisements
· Advisor & Contract Labor have merged as a sole expense, decreased by $2,500
· Photography (contributors) decreased to $0, compensated through Accent Staff Budget
· Advertising increased by $2,679, for collaboration with American Advertising Federation Chapter
· General Office increased by $505, as they under budgeted this year.
· Strawberry Fest Budget
· Revenue decreased to $0
· Staff Salaries decreased by $2248, used to break even for SA revenue vs expenses
· SA used about $9000 so even with cuts, we’re overbudgeting!
· *Strawberry Fest is going in a different direction
· Memories Budget
· No change in their budget from prior year
· Opportunity for excess cash, depending on actual figures
· Communications Budget – no Change
II. Bylaws Presentation
Article III Section 2, 9
9. Spiritual Life Committee - The duties of the SA Senate Spiritual Life Committee shall be to:
a. Work with the Office of Ministry and Mission (OMM) to enrich spiritual life on campus by helping organize and support current programming.
b. Organize two SA Spiritual Event (such as SA Vespers) during the fall semester and one outreach activity during the winter semester.
c. Help OMM structure and organize Afterglows.
d. Partner with other Senate committees to enhance spirituality throughout campus.
e. Mentor other students, encouraging their growth in faith and leadership. Must meet with the student chaplain biweekly or as deemed necessary.
Motion - “I move to approve the following changes to the Bylaws and Constitution”
Discussion
Derek- So from my understanding, this was a previous committee, right?

Valerie – No, there was a position in the SA cabinet, the Vice President of Spiritual Life and that was removed

Heidi- I remember in conversation last time, the reason we didn’t impose this is how it would differ from the OMM involvement on campus.

Steve – Yes, and we have been in communication with Pastor Manny, and he is all for it, Bridging SA and the OMM. But that is for us to decide and something we are proposing.

Asher- this wouldn't create new programing; it would be there just to enrich and bridge.

Tata- I just wanted clarification on the section “Must meet with the student chaplain biweekly” is that where the senate attend the OMM meeting or the student chaplains join the senate committee meeting.

Steve- There is a need for someone to say yes to stuff, and someone else to say yes and make decisions, therefore not being repetitive and making loops.


Adrian- If we were to vote against this, what would happened to the empty space

Steve - That is to the discretion of the executive VP which committee will be involved.

Arianne- students that will help out in planning for Vespers? Or just a support system for students to help out.

Steve - No because there has been mention that there are wanting more representation of SA on campus. So they would like SA vespers branded with OMM. And they wanted support in afterglows, and that would be an opportunity for us to bring value to their program.

Arianne- So we would be filling in for the lack of support?

No not technically, they have a huge budget and plenty of students on their team so we are not filling a lack, they just want us to be more visible.
This is just adding another option for the VP in as a committee.

Point of Information - This is already tied to another proposal that we will see later. 

Ariane two minutes of discussion - Motion has failed 13 opposed: 6
Article III Section 2
SA Senate Committees: The following committees will be permanent committees.
Motion - “I move to approve the following changes to the Bylaws and Constitution”

Houston - there was no line that said that you VP could add committees.
Steve- Basically the VP can make and take away committees however they want, just without voting it
Derek- didn't we vote on having the International Student Committee as a permanent committee? 
Valerie- It is permanent in the bylaws.
Andrew- So the bylaws can make one big committee of anything they want. When you say permanent, meaning that can never be overturned by a unanimous vote in senate?

Valerie – no
Andrew- Wouldn’t it be helpful to rephrase it then There are some ideas that would overlap section three
Move to amend the current motion – Section Article III
Create a clause

Valerie – so you would want the President to choose the chairs. 

Houston – I am moving to remove that section and add in section I.

Kalla- all the section II has said about is, about removal.

Heidi – Your amendment is not saying the same this, should be adding the


Houston- One should remain active each year. Although the Vice President does need to add committees for each year. I am basically moving some things around, but I am hitting the same goal with nuances.

Asher- So we are trying to just limit the power of the VP. It is ok to; there is still that opening for other future committee.

Arriane- I just read through Houston’s proposal, it is just elaborating further

Kalla- I move to add 2 minutes of discussion. 17-4
I just wanted to clarify you are removing two of the subclauses in section III and moving it up to section II. 
Houston- so there is section II where there is additional information.

Article III Section 2,2
REMOVE
The duties of the SA Senate Public Relations Committee shall be to:
1 a. Promote the SA Senate to the General Assembly.
 b. Promote SA Senate events.
 c. Maintain SA Senate social media accounts in coordination with the Executive Vice 

Motion - “I move to approve the following changes to the Bylaws and Constitution”

DISCUSSION
Heidi- you are moving it because we no longer have this committee?

So this is moving forward with social committee, potentially redistributing. Possibly moving the funds to social vice president and now that senators have constituent funds for themselves

Priscille- we had two members of that committee, within a separate committee for this. It wasn’t relevant in the documents and just strike it out.

So we are just leaving them out of bylaws

Point of information – there is nothing about where these roles are for this committee 

Lauren- so is having a PR person a delegated role in this committee

Point of information- Nyah during our orientation week, I was assigned to direct PR under social committee. But I was picked for it and I didn't choose it.

Tiffanny- I move to amend this proposal to remove the public relation committee and put this description 
In favor 18: Opposed 3

Article III Section 2,10
Sustainability Committee
The duties of SA Senate Sustainability Committee shall be to:
1) Research and develop long-term and short-term sustainability goals and strategies.
2) Serve as the primary liaison between Student Senate and campus administration/facilities on sustainability matters.
3) Monitor and follow up on previously passed sustainability proposals to ensure implementation.
4) Collaborate with relevant campus departments (Village Market, Housing, Dining, Facilities etc..) on eco-friendly policy changes.
5) Survey and collect student feedback on environmental concerns to bring to Senate.
6) Partner with existing campus clubs and organizations aligned with sustainability goals.
7) Maintain a record of all sustainability-related proposals, outcomes, and ongoing initiatives.
8) Present a semesterly update to Senate on the committee's progress and goals. 
9) Educate and involve the student body through awareness campaigns and signage.

Motion - “I move to approve the following changes to the Bylaws and Constitution”

DISCUSSION
We are not making this a permanent one

Kalla- this will go into place the next school year and see how it goes in the next on

Lauren- was there a staff or someone who was supposed to work , who would the committee be working with at southern

Asher- there is an associate VP working on future planning and energy. That is something we can connect there and actually having, future conversations.

Heidi- would this committee work to bring forth project,

Asher- this is longer term make project and smaller goals and students could easily do

Article II Section 3,3
The Faculty Coordinator/Sponsor/Advisor
b. Works closely with the SA Senate and can speak when given permission by the SA Senate and have veto power for decisions made by the SA Senate.

Motion - “I move to approve the following changes to the Bylaws and Constitution”

DISCUSSION
Valerie- this is already happening, we are just placing it down in words

Heidi - but isn’t there a committee that can overturn veto’s made by a sponsor. I remember seeing this very distinctly.

Point of information- it is not overturning Dr. Negron power, it is just in writing so that we can refer to that.

Dr. Negron- this is not giving me any more power, all it is doing is clarify. It is student association, and Vice president is under the umbrella of student senate.

Houston- if no one is noticed, we only have 5 minutes 

Approve of the motion – 18 in favor :3 opposed 

Article II Section 2,2
The SA Executive Vice President shall:
g. Record attendance, call votes and count votes during senate meetings.

Motion - “I move to approve the following changes to the Bylaws and Constitution” 
In favor 19: Opposed 2


Article II Section 2,7
The SA Parliamentarian shall:
g. Prepare the slideshow presentation that is to be used during SA senate meetings. Record attendance, call votes and count votes during senate meetings.
Motion - “I move to approve the following changes to the Bylaws and Constitution” In favor 19: Opposed 2

Article III Section 2 #7
REMOVE
The duties of the SA Senate Scholarship Committee shall be to: Support the Scholarship in the pursuit of funding and contacts. Ensure that the financial goals of the Scholarship fund are met. Provide support for the Student Association Scholarship Board.

 I move to anmend the current proposal to the following:
Remove Article III, Section 3 of the Bylaws and add a new Section 1 to Article 3:

1. Operations of Senate Committees:
a. The committees listed in this section must be active each year, but the duties of committees may be provisionally merged or adjusted at the discretion of the SA Executive Vice President for the duration of their term.
b. Provisional committees may be created for the duration of the Executive Vice President's term.
c. The SA Executive Vice President, in consultation with the SA Parliamentarian and SA Secretary, shall decide the membership of each specific Senate Committee.
d. The SA Executive Vice President shall nominate all Chairpersons of SA Senate Committees with a simple majority approval from SA Senate.
Motion - “I move to approve the following changes to the Bylaws and Constitution”

Article III Section 3, #6
The size of the Student Senate shall be proportional to the official undergraduate student enrollment as reported by the University. As enrollment increases or decreases, the number of Senators shall be adjusted accordingly to ensure fair and proportional representation of the student body.
Motion - “I move to approve the following changes to the Bylaws and Constitution”

Article VII Section 6,#7
The senate meeting shall be one hour long, with each proposal allotted 5 minutes unless time is added by a majority 2/3 vote.

Motion - “I move to approve the following changes to the Bylaws and Constitution” 

In favor 15: Opposed 7 DISCUSSION

So you are saying each proposal presentation will be 5 minutes, or the discussion afterward 5 minutes. I suggest there should be a clarification.

Article II Section 1, B
The SA Senate calls for a vote of no confidence by a simple majority vote. ⅔ majority vote.


Meeting Adjourned!
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