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Explore the ltem Record

Click on the title of the item of interest to access additional

information, images, full-text options, and tools.

Budget Breaker? The Financial Cost of US Military Alliances.

Authors: Alley, Joshua (AUTHOR) Images
Euhrmann, Matthew (AUTHOR)

Source: Security Studies. Oct-Dec 2021, Vol. 30 Issue 5, p661-690. 30p. 1 Chart, 3 Graphs.
Document Type:  Ariicle

Subjects: UNITED States armed forces
MILITARY spending
MILITARY budgets
INTERVENTION (International law)
OVERTIME
THERAPEUTIC alliance
Geographic Terms:  UNITED States

Abstract: How do alliance commitments affect US military spending? This question is at the heart of debates about the value of alliances and the future of US grand strategy. One perspective, which we call the
budget hawk view, asserts that alliances are exorbitantly expensive, as they require military investments to deter third-party adversaries and reassure allies, encourage free riding, and facilitate reckless
allied behavior. A competing view, which we label the bargain hunter perspective, claims that US alliance commitments are relatively cheap and might even reduce military spending. Allies provide key
miltary capabilties, reassurance and extended deterrence are cheaper than they might initially seem, and alliances reduce the need for costly miltary interventions by promoting peace. Despite the
importance of this debate, few studies have attempted to determine how alliance commitments affect US military spending. We use over-time variation in the number of US alliance commitments to
estimate their financial toll. A statistical model of US defense expenditures from 1947 to 2019 shows that one new alliance commitment has a large positive association with defense budget levels in
subsequent years. Miltary alliances benefit the United States in many ways but, consistent with the budget hawk view, they are expensive. [ABSTRACT FROM AUTHOR]

e View important information like authors, publisher,
publication, and more on the items record.

e In many cases, the location of the authors is helpful in figuring
out where the research took place.

e The abstract is the summary paragraph. Reading this will give
you a good indication on the item's topic.

o Pay attention to the keywords used in the resources you find
most helpful.

o Use the subject terms to locate additional materials on your
topic. Clicking on the subject term link will begin a new
search.

e Need additional sources? Explore a relevant item's
bibliography to find additional materials on your topic.

Finding the Full Text

‘ Click on the title of the item of interest.

‘ To find the full text, click PDF Full Text, the HTML Full Text, or the
Get Full-Text button on the left-side of the screen.

3 PDF Full Text S HTML Full Text Get Full-Text

e Download the PDF and save to your computer or bibliographic
management tool.

o Full-text not available? We will get it for you for free through
interlibrary loan. Click "Get Full-Text" to go to the interlibrary

loan request page.
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